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Abstract
The importance of municipalities is demonstrated through the role they
play in providing basic services, as they are an institution that has its
own moral character, enjoys financial and administrative independence,
and has outstanding financial resources in most legislations. In Iraq, the
Iraqi municipalities have witnessed a clear absence of their role, after

the issuance of several successive laws that had a relationship A
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document specifying the administrative methods used towards the
municipalities, and in the light of these multiple legislations, the nature
of the relationship of the municipalities in Iraq varied between central
and local governments, sometimes characterized by centralization, and
linked municipalities to the central government, and sometimes it eased
the control of administrative centralization and moved towards
administrative decentralization and attached it to local government In
the midst of the instability of legislation towards the municipalities, this
reflected negatively and positively on their work and administrative
independence, and their relationship with the local and federal
government, which began since the legislation of the Municipal
Administration Law No. 165 of 1964, leading to the legislation of the
law of governorates organized in the amended Region No. 21 of 2008.
Keywords: federal, Iraq, local.
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