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Abstract  
The Social Reasons for the Delay of the Age of Marriage among the Iraqi 

Females : A Field Study in Al-Qadissiya University 
The significance of the present study stems from being a scientific attempt to 

investigate the social reasons behind the delay of  the  age of marriage of  females, eliminate 

whatever liable to be eliminated of these reasons, delimit this problem in the society which 

increases day after day due to the bad social and political status that leads to the disorder of all 

institutions of the society among which is the family as being one of these institutions that 

undergoes bad conditions due to the bad security status in the last years and still continues till 

now. These families have lost  more of their male members who are responsible for their 

living as a result of wars, terrorism and immigration abroad and this causes a serious problem 

i.e. the delay of the age of marriage among many young females in the society.    

To achieve the fundamental aims of this study, a random sample of (100) studied 

females has been chosen to measure the social reasons for the delay of their age of marriage. 

This study is considered as a descriptive and analytic one which recommends the use 

of a scientific approach to obtain the required information and data to accomplish it. Thus, 

this study uses comparison and social survey approach, a questionnaire has been used to 

collect the data  as is used in social studies and the statistical tool used in this study is the 

percentage.  

The crucial results of this study are:  

1. The delay of the age of marriage represents a loss in giving birth to children in which 83% 

of the studied subjects confirm that and that there is a limited age for giving birth to children.  

2. One of the reasons behind the delay of the age of marriage is the social  

 tribal customs and traditions prevailed in the society of which is that the daughter must marry 

her cousin or nephew and thus the girl remains unmarried waiting her cousin or nephew to ask 

for her hand and that no one has the right to ask for her hand and they confirmed that with 

76%.  

3. They have confirmed with 78% that one of the reasons of the delay of the age of marriage 

is that there is no socially suitable bridegroom has proposed for them .  

4. Family burdens is one of the reasons behind the delay of the age of marriage on the part of 

the female and that it makes her responsible for the living of her family. Thus, it makes her 

does not think of marrying a person that would make her family lose its source of living and 

refuse everyone who proposes for her especially in the families that have lost their 

providers/breadwinners in the wars that the country has underwent in the past years and their 

impacts are still continued till now . It is found that most of the studied female subjects 

confirm that with 88%.  
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