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Abstract

Al-Khiza'il castle
- Archaeological study -

Castle are considered of the important Islamic architectures spread all over Arab
countries . The aim behind construching them is to save the town and the high ways from the
thieves and brigands. Such castle show military system , their high walls are supported by
towers and large gates with arcudes which contain a great curved gate impossible to enter it.
All there defending features were inspired by Al-Akheidhir fortifications dated back to the
second century (A.H.)

In Iraq, such castles spread out in the north , middle and south , some of which are still
upright whereas others were destroyed because of the modern reconstruction or neglect by the
people living nearby.

Al-Khiza'il castle is one of the buildings which was built in the middle Euphrates i the
important existed one during the time even though the neglect and falling down of some of
their walls as well as abuse by people on the building units but still upright . No certain time
of the construction of this castle , since there was no scripts referring to it.

The present study is a survey including the dimensions and measures of the parts of the
castle then the study of the archaeological characteristics the castle uniquely has. The date of
it is a point of argument among the specialists that is unknown up till now. However , by
collecting some ornamental and archaeological elements of the castle in addition to some
different references , the age of its construction as right as possible is given . Such study is
the first archaeological one done by the specialists
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