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Judicial Means for Resolving International
Watercourses Disputes

Abstract

International water disputes

are distinguished from other
disputes in that they raise many
disputes, due to their technical,
practical and complex nature
which ranges among legal,
political and mixed disputes. In
light of this bifurcation and the
disputes occurring, the validity of
judicial settlement means for such
type of disputes must be
investigated. Watercourses are
regarded as a source for many
conflicts between countries. This
results from the predominance of
political considerations at the
expense of legal considerations
through the use or exploitation of
these watercourses, and from the
lack of respect for the principles
of International Water Law,
foremost among them is the
principle of water justice.
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Peaceful means of

settlement play an important role
in resolving water disputes. Most
disputes are resolved using
political means before embarking
on judicial means. Here, the focus
must be on judicial means, most
notably the International Court of
Justice. It can also be proposed to
establish a special court for
international rivers in this context,
especially after many disputes
have arisen in various parts of the
world revolving around
international waterways. Due to
the specificity of these disputes
and their inclusion of legal,
technical, geographical and
engineering aspects, they require
a specialized judiciary, similar to
the International Court of the
Seas.
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