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Implications of international law on the right to political
participation
In elections (the Iragi constitution and internal legislation) as a
model
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Abstract
The right to political participation is mentioned among the most
important guarantees for human beings at the international and
domestic levels, as it occupies a privileged position in all countries as
the basic pillar of democracy, as it is the means through which the
citizen expresses his will in choosing his representatives. It is not
enough to stipulate it in the core of the constitution or the law, but it
must be implemented on the ground, as the laws must not be far from
the practical exercise of political rights, including the right to vote and to
be elected, especially after the emergence of the phenomenon of
electoral reluctance, which means in its simplest concepts the citizen’s
abstention from participating in life. political. International documents
have emphasized international standards that guarantee the right to
participate in governance through free and fair periodic elections, as
they oblige state parties to develop legislation that enables citizens to
exercise this right in practice. Therefore, states have resorted to
including this right in their constitutions and domestic legislation, and to
achieve effectiveness , subjected it to a set of conditions to protect it
from any possible manipulation. In the contemporary world, this right
occupies great concern, as it is the legitimate and appropriate means
for expressing the desires and hopes of citizens in order to protect their
rights and basic freedoms. The democracy of governance and the

extent of its legitimacy, as it expresses the true interface of the ruling
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system and the extent of its harmony or incompatibility with democracy
in its main dimensions (freedom, equality, and participation), and as the
true expression of the "principle of people's sovereignty', so the right to
participate in elections is the best way to consolidate and strengthen
democracy. Keywords: political participation, the right to run, the right to
vote, the constitution of Iraq, the election law.
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