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Curses
in the Royal Babylonian Texts

The archaeological investigations disclosed that most of
the royal Babylonian texts included curses attached to the ends
of those texts. This has drawn attention to the necessity of
studying those curses, their meaning and their purposes.

The research has indicated that the curses were essentially
associated with the essence of the religious, social and cultural
life of the ancient Iraqis; they expressed their way of thinking
and their attitudes towards life and existence. The ancient
Iraqis believed in the plurality of gods and the hidden powers
that control their lives and decide their destinies as well as their
future. Unless they got the satisfaction of those gods, their lives
would face bad consequences. They also believed that they
should avoid the exasperation and anger of their gods because
their anger would bring them diseases, epidemics, disasters,
war, riot and destruction.

The kings exploited those beliefs to impose law so as to
protect their regime and properties while imposing law at that
time was a hard task owing to the long distances among the
kingdoms and the debilitated transport and communication as
well as the limited number of officials who were in charge of
keeping peace and order.

In our attempt to study the curses, we divided this research
into two aspects: the first is dedicated to understand the curses
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lingually and terminologically by reviewing the religious
background of the curses, as this background is very important
to understand their justifications and existence. The second
aspect is dedicated to display selected texts of curses in the
royal libraries. In this aspect, we reviewed some texts in the
royal obelisks, the royal texts of treaties and the foundation
stones. We also reviewed the texts of the books and the ransom
texts. We put forward a brief explanation of this kind of royal
writing, which contained the cases. Then we reviewed the
names of the most important gods in ancient lIrag, and the
special curses of each god.

We came up with the conclusion that those curses
occupied the greatest part of the individual in ancient Iraqg.

He felt he was obliged to avoid every action that brought
the curse of gods to him. That feeling was true because it was
based on his religious belief which was deep-rooted in the
mind of mankind who believed in metaphysics, magic and in
gods who lived amidst them, intruding their daily lives.
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