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Description of Shtetl in Works of Hebrew writers
Researcher : Adnan Shebib
Abstract

This research deals with the subject of Shtetl (Jewish town) in the
works of some Hebrew writers who focused on the criticism of this
Shtetl and considered a restriction or an obstacle in front of the
development of the Jews. Therefore It took space in their works and
gave it great attention to it-by their point of view- considered an
important part in the history and life of Jews in Europe.

Many Hebrew writers took Shtetl and was subject of their
works, and has been formed the important issue, we find their works
didn’t abandoned mention of Shtetl. It is likely to the living situation,
which was difficult that Jews faced in these Shtetls, because the
policies of European governments to reduce their wealth, and control
on the economic affairs in those countries. This affair led to the
weakness of the Jew’s abilities, which led them to ignorance and
illiteracy. These situations bring to appearance the political
movements such as Zionism and nationalism movements, also the
religious like Hasidic, and the cultural like Haskalah.

Sholem Aleichem described Shtetl by many stories and the
situation of Jews in these Shtetls. He talked about the economic
situation of the population Jews in these Shtetls sociality the riches
that he described them with irony and satire. Sholem Aleichem named
the Shtetls and their peoples with virtual names.

Berdyczewski’s stories took the recalcitrant Jew person upon
Shtetl’s traditions as a central subject such as we find this issue in his
stories. These stories deals with the reality of Shtetl and Jews
situation where they lived. Berdyczewski’s coincided with Sholem
Aleichem to view the Jewish reality in the Jewish towns, villages and
Shtetls. In spite of different of the style, but the target is one to review
the Jewish reality and imaging it as a tragic.
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Through comparative between two writers, become clear that

they dealing with Shtetl as they think. So Berdyczewski focused on

the salt and destructive reality in Shtetl. Sholem Aleichem focused on

the ideology, culture and economic sides. He criticized the illiterate
community whose had been grasped traditions.
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