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ABSTRACT

The United Nations Conference
on Water, which was held in the
city of Mar del Plata in Argentina
between March 14 - 25, 1977,
was the first international meeting
on the problems of ensuring the
continuity of adequate water
supplies for the future. The
conference was distinguished by
broad international participation,
as representatives from various
continents participated in it. The
world, as well as international and
governmental organizations, and
the main goal that brought them
together was to avoid the water
crisis at the end of the twentieth
century. The conference
witnessed the development of the
first action plan that recognized
that all peoples, regardless of
their stage of development and
social and economic conditions,
have the right to obtain drinking
water in quantities and quality

equivalent to their basic needs.
The conference resulted in the
adoption of several decisions
directed to United Nations
agencies, governments and the
international community in
general. These decisions
included: assessment of water
resources, community water
supply, agricultural water use,
research and development of
industrial technologies, the role of
water in combating
desertification, technical
cooperation among developing
countries, river commissions in
international river basins, and
institutional arrangements. For
international cooperation in the
water sector, financing
arrangements for international
cooperation in the water sector,
water policies in the occupied
territories
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