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Abstract

Although the peaceful coexistence between the various ethnic groups
in the disputed areas in Irag, as it was named in the Iragi constitution,
especially the city of Kirkuk, represents the first step in achieving social,
political and security stability or not in Iraq in general and in these areas
in particular, the facts in the past as well as in the present, and through the
data in reality indicate that this coexistence in these areas faces a number
of challenges that negatively affect the state of social harmony and
political consensus in them. What makes peaceful coexistence wobbly in
such a city is the fact that there are nutrients for such challenges, whether
they are direct challenges or indirect challenges to such coexistence. The
direct challenges are represented by forced displacement under the pretext
of political and security motives, the dispute over the city’s historical and
cultural identity, and changing the demographic map of the city’s society.
As for the indirect challenges, they are embodied in social challenges such
as intolerance to race, following the policy of marginalization, the
abolition of the other, and the wrong methods of socialization, especially
those that urge hatred and lack of belief in coexistence. One of the official
and popular mechanisms alike, which guarantees overcoming these
challenges, and the most prominent of these official mechanisms, is to
preserve the demographic composition of the city, not to bring about a
planned demographic change to achieve political goals, to initiate the
establishment of a local government in which all spectrums participate,
and to apply the foundations of transitional justice in a way that does
justice to the victims, restores usurped rights, and inflicts just punishment
on the perpetrators. As for popular measures, they are summarized by
providing an appropriate environment to consolidate social coexistence
between different races, such as affinity, marriage, housing, and mixed
neighbourhood, as well as promoting economic coexistence, such as
partnership in commercial and investment projects. The implementation of
these mechanisms would spread the spirit of citizenship and tolerance
among the various groups, and overcome the state of marginalization and
exclusion practiced by some against others. Keywords: coexistence,
challenges, peace.
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