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Abstract 
This study tries to reveal the effect of two aspects of Ibn 
Kutayba's criticism of the pre-Islamic poetry; they are the 
reality of the imaginative and the authority of the familiar. 
These two aspects dominate the vision of this critic and his 
evaluation of some pre-Islamic texts. He grants the poetic 
imagination-some times. A chance of reality through 
presenting some tales which interpret some texts.  
Further more, he rejected any violation of the familiar in 
Arabic traditions which were stable at that time. This made 
the critic inaccurate in reading these texts for most of the 
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tales he depends on are unreal but extracted from the texts. 
His attempts to make the poet move within the circle of 
what is dominating in the pre-Islamic text made him 
unaware of the  texts which transcend the real and the 
imaginative and their wonderful poetic features. 
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