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The role of religion in achieving power and

social control

Usamah Uthman Mohammad®
Abstract

Our research deals with the role of religion in achieving
power, where it came from and how it originated, the role of
religion in controlling and maintaining society, whether the
religious system is the center of the social system, whether all other
social systems, including the political system, are related to and
derived from religion (by its laws and authority) in some way, and
whether it is true that religious authority drives society, determines
its paths and trends, and shapes the features of its culture and social
identity through its ideological and legislative system, with its
values, principles and moral and human virtues. Contrary to Karl
Marx's idea, "society can be seen as a form of interlocking parts in
which the economy forms all the other parts".

All these questions appeared to the researcher after the Anglo-
American occupation of Irag in 2003, as it resulted in several social
phenomena dangerous to the life of Iraqi society, the most important
and most obvious of which is the collapse of the state and its
affiliated institutions, but the (religious institution) is the only one
that withstood and maintained the society and its control, and people
began to turn to it and trust and believe in it until it became the
authority of society, and played an important role in maintaining the

* Asst Lect/ General Directorate of Nineveh Education/ Ministry of Education/
Republic of Iraqg.
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society and all things are going on in it in addition to its religious
role.
The importance of the research came from the fact that it is part of
the social studies of the social Building Systems and draws the
attention of specialists to the importance of the religious system and
its institution in human societies and the connection of the rest of
the social systems to it, as our research explains this social
phenomenon that has occurred and occurs constantly in human
societies, namely

The study was also able to prove the hypotheses put forward by
the researcher, namely: authority derived from religion, which is its
origin, it was also proved that the religious format is the center of
social construction, and related to the rest of the formats, religion is
a social officer that can not be or continue without it, and political
power.
Keywords: societies, institutions, power.
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