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Abstract /This study tackled an important subject on how to correlate
between the international obligations imposed on the state (of Iraq),
due to the treaties concluded by the same, with its national legislation
and the provisions of these treaties within the national or local
legislation. As such, the correlation of criminal law is considered one
of the most important and most difficult due to differences in dealing
with these correlations by states as a result of differences of their legal
systems. Further, these correlations are affected by the nationally
stipulated penalties. The national judge can adopt these correlations
irrespective of their severity or otherwise. The extent to which the
correlation is achieved differs according to the status granted by states
to the international and regional treaties, i.e. their rank in the local legal
system. On the other hand, the international criminal law aims at
promoting international peace and security by addressing the most
dangerous crimes on the international community and holding their
perpetrators liable through international treaties concluded among
countries. In view of the jurisdiction rationemateriaeof International
Criminal Court, the scope of its jurisdiction is not restricted on specific
regional scope but extends to the international scope in general as it
exceeds the national regional scope through the principle of integration.
This concept aims at filling the gaps in the national judiciary in the
event the state has no intention or ability to hold the perpetrators of the
most dangerous and severe crimes liable and in the event of
ineffectiveness of correlation between national legislation and the
provisions of international criminal treaties. It is noteworthy that the
International Criminal Court is not a judicial entity, whichsupersedes
all other entities, but an entity similar to all other existing entities.
Similarly, the International Criminal Court is not an alternative for the
national law but complementary to the same. In this respect, it is not
held in its own, but intervenes into dispute upon the failure or default of
national law. Therefore, we can clearly see the great importance of
correlating national legislation; their application of international
criminal treaties' provisions and the works of these treaties in
unification of material and moral structure of addressing crimes;
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reaching at an international consensus in the national legislation for the
criminal models of the pertinent legislative provisions related to
criminalization and penalties. Keywords: harmonization, Iraqi criminal
legislation, international criminal treaties.
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