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Abstract  

    The present study aims at identifying the phoneme /l/ and its variants 

known as allophones such as clear [l] and dark or velarized [ᵻ] in both 

English and Arabic. It is hypothesized that in English, clear [l] occurs in 

initial positions of syllables referred to as onset whereas dark or velarized 

[ᵻ] occurs in final positions known as coda. In Arabic, clear [l] and dark or 

velarized [ᵻ] occur in different positions depending on the sounds that 

precede and follow them. In both English and Arabic, the phoneme / l / is 

described as alveolar, lateral, voiced, approximant and   liquid. In addition, 

it functions as syllabic to form a syllable without a vowel sound. 

Concerning assimilation, the phoneme / l / in Arabic assimilates to certain 

consonants, a process which has no counterparts in English. Finally, such 

a phoneme plays a significant role in forming the meaning of words 

evoking emotions. Dark [ᵻ], for instance, may express melancholy and 

mystery whereas clear [ l ] glides gracefully within the rhythm of the 

recitation.  

Key words: phoneme /l/, allophones, dark /l/, clear /l/. 

  الملخص
 صوت اللام في اللغتين الإنجليزية والعربية

تهدد ا الدد  الددددددددددددددددة ال ددتليددة الو التعرا يلو صددددددددددددددوت اللام ونو يدد  الخ ي  وال  يدد  في اللغتين 
الإنجليزية والعربية. وق  افترض ان النوع الخ ي  لهذا الصددددددددددددددوت في اللغة الإنجليزية   هر في 

بينمت   هر النوع ال  ي  من  في نهت ة الم طع الصددددددددددددددوتي. امت في اللغة ب ا ة الم طع الصددددددددددددددوتي 
الصدددددددددوتين   هران في مواقع مختلاة ايتمتصا يلو ايصدددددددددوات التي ت ددددددددد  هت او  هذينة فتن العربي

تليهت. يوصف صوت اللام في اللغتين الإنجليزية والعربية يلو ان  ل وي وجتنبي ومجهو  ولتئ . 
حيث  كون م طعت ب   ذات  ب ون صدددددوت يلة. وبخصدددددو  اضدددددف الو ان   ع  صدددددوتت م ط يت 

م في اللغة العربية ي غم في مجموية معينة من ايصددددددوات العربية مكونت الاصغتم فتن صددددددوت اللا
ظتهرة لام ي  لهت في اللغة الإنجليزية. وأخيرا فتن صدددددوت اللام يلعا صو ا مهمت في تموين معتني 
المارصات واثت ة المشدددددتير. فتلنوع ال  ي  او الماخم لهذا الصدددددوت ق   عبر ين التعتلدددددة والغموض 

 ي  او المرقق فتن  ين تب بطي ة ختطر مع مولي و الترتي .امت النوع الخ 
 الملمتت الماتتحية: صوت اللام , أنواع اللام , اللام الماخمة , اللام المرق ة.

mailto:dr.abd.ali1964@gmail.com


  65العدد  2024،  حزيران عشر السادسالمجلد 

The Phoneme / l / in English and Arabic 
 لعلوم التربوي ة والإنساني ةالأساسي ة لمجلة كلي ة التربي ة  

 جامعة بابل –مجلة علمية محكمة تصدر عن كلية التربية الأساسية 

 

 1539 

   1.Introduction 

  The  /l/ is described as lateral in terms of manner of articulation since, in 

its production, according to Katamba (1996: 7), the air is blocked by 

means of the tongue along the center of the mouth and it escapes between 

the sides of the tongue. In this case, Davenport and Hannahs (2010: 31) 

point out that in the production of the lateral /l/, the tongue known as an 

active articulator is in contact with the palate defined as the roof of the 

mouth which is described as a passive articulator. Here only the central 

part of the tongue is involved in this contact. Such a process is referred to 

as ‘’mid – sagital contact’’ where the sides of the tongue are lowered. 

Accordingly, the air is free to pass along the sides of the oral tract. The 

blade of the tongue touches the alveolar ridge. Thus, the phoneme /l/ is 

described as alveolar in terms of place of articulation. This phoneme, 

according to Yavas (2013:8), is termed liquid. In this case, Akmajian et 

al. (1997: 72) point out that the term liquid is ‘’a non – technical, 

impressionistic expression indicating that the sound is smooth and flows 

easily’’. 

            With regard to elision defined as the omission of sounds, the 

phoneme /l/ can be elided when preceded by the long vowel /o:/ as in: 
always [o:ᵻweiz]                            [o:weiz] 

already [o:ᵻredi]                             [o:redi] 

 (http://en.wikipedia). all right 

[o:lrait]                              [o:rait] 

     The phoneme /l/ can be classified as [+ cont] to indicate that the air 

flows continuously; or [- cont] to refer to the obstruction of the air 

(Ibid:99). Fromkin et al. (2003: 586) agree with Akmajian et al.(1997: 106) 

that the tip of the tongue obstructs the air stream partially where the air is 

allowed to escape between the sides of the tongue. 

1.1 Allophones of the Phoneme /l/  

    In English there are two variants of the phoneme /l/ such as clear [l] and 

dark or velarized [ᵻ] as illustrated in the words ‘’leaf’’ [li:f] and ‘’bulk’’ 

[buᵻk] respectively. There is a complexity in the distribution of such 

variants of the phoneme /l/. For instance, the two words ‘’well’’ [weᵻ] and 

‘’result’’ [rizΛᵻt] have a dark or velarized [ᵻ] which occur as a final or a pre  
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– final consonant. This means that there is an optional consonant that may 

intervene between dark [ᵻ] and # as shown in the following rule: 

 
   [ᵻ] / l / 

   ( c )   #     

  The parentheses means that the consonant is optional ( Davenport and 

Hannah,2010: 140).  

From the examples stated above, one can infer that clear [l] occurs in initial 

positions of words whereas dark [ᵻ] occurs finally. However, the problem 

arises when clear [l] is found in non – initial positions as in ‘’yellow’’ 

[jelәu] and ‘’silly’’ [sili] and that dark [ᵻ] is found in non – final positions 

as in ‘’fullness’’ [fuᵻnәs]. Actually, ‘’a single stem may alternate between 

clear [l] and dark [ᵻ]’’ as illustrated in the following words: 

real [ri:әᵻ] where dark [ᵻ] occurs finally.  

reality [rialәti] where clear [l] occurs in the initial position of the third 

syllable.  

feel [fi:ᵻ] where darl [ᵻ] occurs finally. 

feeling [fi:liŋ] where clear [l] occurs in the initial position of the second 

syllable. 

    Accordingly, it can be concluded that dark [ᵻ] can occur finally as in 

‘’full’’ [fuᵻ] and before consonants as in ‘’fullness’’[fuᵻnәs], and that clear 

[l] can occur elsewhere (Ibid: 151). Thus, the rule can be restated as 

follows:  
 

/ l /                               [ᵻ]                                    { c } 

                                                                            { # } 

    This rule still has a defect. Thus, this problem can be taken into 

consideration in terms  of the structure of the syllable. The occurrence of 

clear [ l ] and dark or velarized [ ᵻ ] in a word can be noted according to 

their positions in a syllable. As a result, clear [ l ] appears in the onset of 

the syllable where a single consonant or a consonant cluster precedes the 

center of the syllable whereas a dark or velarized [ ᵻ ] appears in the coda 

of the syllable where a single consonant or a consonant cluster follows the 

center of the syllable. This can be ellaborated in the following examples: 

leaf  [.li:f.] where clear [ l ] appears as an onset of the syllable. 
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play [.plei.] where clear [ l ] appears as a post – initial consonant in the 

consonant cluster that functions as an onset of the syllable. 

bull [.buᵻ. ] where dark [ ᵻ ] appears as a coda of the syllable. 

bundle [.bΛn.dᵻ.] where dark [ ᵻ ] functions as a syllabic consonant to form 

the center of the second syllable.  

    It is worthy noting that dark [ ᵻ ] occurs as syllabic to form a syllable 

wihout a vowel sound and that the dots that appear in the phonetic 

transcription of the examples stated above refer to the syllable boundaries. 

Similarly, such a phenomenon can be clarified in the following examples: 

real [.ri:.әᵻ.]  (dark [ᵻ]) 

reality [.ri.a.lә.ti.] (clear [ l ]) 

feel [.fi:ᵻ.] (dark [ᵻ])  

feeling [.fi:.liŋ.] (clear [l]) 

    Accordingly, the velarization rule stated above can be re – written as 

follows where it gives an impression and generalization that dark or 

velarized [ ᵻ ] occurs in final positions or coda of the syllable: 
 (Ibid: 152). ( c ) [ ᵻ ]       

 / l /    

 According to Gramely and Patzold (1992: 88 – 90), a clear [ l ] is 

associated with some of the quality of the vowel /i:/ as in ‘’see’’ /si:/. Such 

a pronunciation appoears typically when the phoneme / l / is before vowels 

in received pronunciation (RP). However, dark [ ᵻ ] has the quality of the 

short vowel / u / as in ‘’put’’ /put/. The phoneme / l / is one of the sonorants 

produced with partial closure of the air passage and vibration of the vocal 

cords the reason why the phoneme /l/  is voiced. Such sounds function as 

syllabic in certain cases where they form syllables without vowels and they 

are sometimes similar to vowels phonologically. 

    In RP, the two allophones such as clear ] l ] and dark or velarized [ ᵻ ] 

are in ‘’complementary distribution’’ and they ‘’do not stand in phonemic 

opposition to each other which means that each one of them has its own 

position and pronunciation and that they cannot replace one another. The 

clear [ l ], for instance, cannot be pronounced as dark [ ᵻ ] and vice versa 

(Gramely and Patzold, 1992: 90). 

1.2 Lateral Plosion 

    Lateral plosion is a process which happens when an alveolar plosive / t 

/ or / d / precedes the lateral / l / where such three phonemes /t/, /d/ and /l / 

are homorganic since they are all produced at the same place of articulation 

when the tip of the tongue touches the alveolar ridge the reason why they 

are described as alveolar in terms of place of articulation. In the production 
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of words such as ‘’little’’ [litᵻ] or ‘’ladle’’ [leidᵻ], the tongue is released at 

the end of the word where no vowel sound is pronounced in the second 

syllable and the dark [ ᵻ ] functions as syllabic to form a syllable by itself 

without a vowel sound (Ladfoged and Johnson,2015: 68). 

    In this respect, Yavas (2013: 8) affirms that lateral plosion can be 

investigated in words such as ‘’cattle’’ [katᵻ] ( /t/ + /l/) and middle [midᵻ] ( 

/d/ + /l/) and in the sequence of words such as ‘’bud light’’ [bΛd lait] (/d/ 

+ /l/ and ‘’at last’’ [әt la:st] ( /t/ + /l/). However, the sounds which have no 

‘’homoganicity’’have no lateral release as explained in words such as 

‘’tickle’’[tikᵻ] or ‘’niple’’ [nipᵻ]. In such words, the phonemes /k/ and /p/ 

are described as velar and bilabial respectively in terms of place of 

articulation whereas / l / is alveolar. Therefore, such sounds are not 

homogenious, i.e. they have different places of articulation. 

1.3. Lateral Approximant 

    The production of the phoneme / l / involves obstructing the air stream 

by means of the tongue where incomplete closure is investigated between 

the sides of the tongue and the palate (the roof of the mouth). As a result, 

the air passes freely between the sides of the tongue. Since the air does not 

stop and there is no friction noise, the phoneme /l/ is classified as 

approximant or alveolar lateral approximant (Ladfoged and Johnson, 2015: 

18). In this case, Roach (2001: 24) states that the phoneme /l/ is 

approximant where the center of the tongue touches the palate and the air 

passes between the sides of the tongue. Hudson (2000: 25), in this case, 

points out that ‘’if the lateral lowerings of the words (lip) and (roll) are 

absent,  the result is /d/ instead of /l/: (dip) and (rode)’’. 

2. The Phoneme / l / in Arabic 

    In Arabic, the phoneme / l / is termed lateral since it is produced when 

the tip of the tongue touches the alveolar ridge and the air is allowed to 

pass between the sides of the tongue. With regard to voicing, this phoneme 

is voiced since the vocal cords vibrate during its production (Ibnul -  Jazri, 

1994). According to Al – Gailaani (1999), the phoneme / l / is liquid 

because, in its production, the air is neither comletely nor partially 

obstructed. It escapes in a way different from that of plosives and fricatives. 

Anees (1975: 64) refers to the phoneme / l / as a middle consonant.  

    The phoneme / l / is either dark [ᵻ] [ sawtun mufaxxamun] or clear [l] 

[sawtun muraqqaqun]. Watson (2002) states that clear [ l ] is produced 

when the sides of the tongue gently touch the palate (the roof of the mouth) 

whereas the dark or emphatic [ ᵻ ] is produced with the tongue being tensed 

and a firm contact between the sides of the tongue and the palate. 
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    The phoneme / l / is termed syllabic in certain contexts since it functions 

as a center of a syllable to make a syllable by itself. In this respect, Abdul 

– Tawwab (1981: 84) states that such a syllabic consonant is restricted to 

final positions in paused situations. Consider the following instances:  

  [waṢᵻ ]  وصل 

  [ baðl ] بذل      

2.1 Clear [ l ] 

     Clear [ l ] occurs in the name of our Almighty God [Ɂallaah] provided 

it is preceded by 

1.a short vowel [i] which means [kasra] in Arabic as in [billaahi] (Hassaan, 

1983: 105). 

2. [ I ] + consonant + [ l ] of [Ɂallaah] as in the following example from the 

Holy Quran: 

10قال تعالى: قالت رسلهم أفي الله شك فاطر السموات والأرض )سورة إبراهيم الاية   ) 

[Ɂafillaahi] أفي الله   

 3. a word ending with [un] referred to as [tanwiin] in Arabic as in : 

2و 1الايات  ( )سورة الصمد2( الله )1قال تعالى: أحد )   

 [Ɂaḥadun illaahi] (2( الله )1احد )   

    Clear [l] can occur in other cases rather than the word [ Ɂallaah ] as 

demonstrated in the following examples: 

1.It is clear when followed by the short vowels [u] or [i], i.e. [ḍamma] or 

[kasra] or a consonant: 

  [ taṭlu⸮] where clear [ l ] is followed by [u].تطلع   

  [laɁuṢallibannakum] where clear [l] is followed by [i].لاصلبنكم 

 [ṢalṢaal ] where clear [l] in the first syllable is followed by the consonant 

[Ṣ].صلصال 

 2. It is clear when followed by a short vowel and one of  the consonants 

such as [ṭ] or [Ɉ] as in: 

 [sallaṭahum] where clear [l] is followed by the short vowel [a] and the 

consonant [ṭ ].سلطهم 

       [Ɂinnahaa laḍaa] where the the clear [l] is followed by [a] and [ḍ].  انها

 لظى

3. [l] is clear when preceded by [Ṣ] or [ḍ] + [i] as in the following examples:  

   [fuṢṢilat] where clear [l] is preceded by [Ṣ] + [i].فصلت 

   [ḍilaal] where clear [l] is preceded by [ḍ] + [i].ظلال 

 4. [l] is clear when it occurs between two short vowel sounds as in: 

 [suɁilat] where clear [l] occurs between [i] and [a].     سئلت 

  [yanqalibu] where clear [l] occurs between [a] and [i] (Abdul – Tawwab, 

 ينقلب.(48 :1981

2. 2 Dark [ᵻ ] 
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Dark [ᵻ] occurs in the following cases: 

 1.It is dark in the name of our Almighty God [Ɂallaah] when it functions 

as a subject or the preceding noun is annexed to it as in : 

 [Ɂallaahu] functions as a subject. )سورة البقرة قال تعالى: الله لا اله الا هو الحي القيوم 

(255الاية   

   [ʃa⸮aaɁiru llaahi] where the first noun is annexed to the word [Ɂallaahi]. 

 شعائر الله

2. It is dark in the word [Ɂallaah] provided that it is preceded by a sequence 

comprising [u], [i] or [a] + consonant + vowel as in: 

  [ɁaṭfaɁaha llaahu] where dark [ᵻ] is preceded by [a] + consonant [h] + 

vowel [a].اطفأها الله 

    [waɁaṭii⸮u llaaha] where the dark [l[ is preceded by [i] + the consonant 

[⸮]+[u].    واطيعوا الله 

    There are other cases where the phoneme /l/ is dark when preceded by 

one of the velarized consonants such as [Ṣ], [ṭ] and [Ɉ] as in: 

 [ɁaṢᵻ] where the dark [ᵻ] is preceded by [Ṣ].اصل 

  [muṭlaq] where the dark [ᵻ] is preceded by [ṭ].مطلق 

   [muɈlim] where the dark [ᵻ] is preceded by [Ɉ]مظلم 

The phoneme / l / may be both clear and dark when a long vowel [aa] 

separates / l / from the velarized consonants as in the following instances: 

  [fiṢaal] where [aa] is between [Ṣ] and [l] or [ᵻ], i.e. clear [l] or dark 

[ᵻ].فصال 

   [ṭaala] where [aa] is between [ṭ] and [l] (Abdul – 

Tawwab, 1981: 48) طال 

     Anees (1975: 64) points out that the difference between 

clear [l] and dark [ᵻ] is related to the position of the tongue which takes a 

curved shape when producing a dark [ᵻ]. It is worthy noting that the 

meaning of a word with clear [l] is completely different from that of the 

same word with dark [ᵻ] as in: 

  [xaali] (empty). [l] is clear.    خالي 

  [xaali] (my uncle). [ᵻ] is dark. خالي 

2.3 Assimilation of the Phoneme / l / 

    The phoneme / l / in the words [hal] and [bal] assimilates to certain 

consonants as demonstrated in the following points: 

  The 

phoneme /l/ of [bal] 

    According to Al – Maqdisi (n.d.: 190 – 91), [l] of [bal] assimilates to the 

following consonants: 

 1.[ s ] 

.18ورة يوسف . الاية قال تعالى: بل سولت لكم أنفسكم امرا ...... س   
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 [bal sawwalat]                  [bassawwalat] 

 2. [ṭ ]  

155قال تعالى: بل طبع الله........ سورة النساء. الاية   
  

                         

           [bal ṭaba⸮a]                       [baṭṭaba⸮a] 

 

3. [ n ] 

 18قال تعالى: بل نقذف .......... سورة الأنبياء. الاية 

[bal naqðifu]                     [bannaqðifu] 

 

4. [ t ] 

 40قال تعالى: بل تأتيهم بغتة .......... سورة الأنبياء. الاية 

[bal taɁtiihim]                 [battaɁtiihim] 

5. [ z ] 

 48قال تعالى: بل زعمتم .......... سورة الكهف. الاية 

[bal za⸮amtum]                 [bazza⸮amtum] 

6. [ Ɉ ] 

 12قال تعالى: بل ظننتم ........ سورة الفتح. الاية 

[bal Ɉanantum]                [baɈɈanantum]  

7. [ ḍ ]  

 28قال تعالى: ....... بل ضلوا عنهم ........ سورة الاحقاف. الاية 

[bal ḍallu]                  [baḍḍallu] 

The phoneme [ l ] of [hal] 

    The phoneme [ l ] of the word [hal] assimilates to the following consonants (Al – 

Maqdisi, n.d.: 190 – 91): 

1.[ t ] 

 65قال تعالى: ...... هل تعلم له سميا. سورة مريم. الاية 
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[hal ta⸮lamu]                [hatta⸮lamu] 

2. [ n ] 

 203هل نحن منظرون. سورة الشعراء. الاية  .....قال تعالى: 

[hal naḥnu]                   [hannaḥnu] 

3. [ Ө ]  

 36قال تعالى: هل ثوب الكفار ......... سورة المطففين. الاية 

[hal Өuwwiba]                [haӨӨuwwiba].     

      Hilaal (2004 :165 )  adds that it is possible to assimilate [ l ] of [hal] to [ ʃ ] as in: 

  [hal ʃayɁ]                [haʃʃayɁ].هل شيء 

This type of assimilation is considered weak since the place of 

articulation of [ ʃ ] is far from that of [ l ] in that [ ʃ ] is described as 

palato – alveolar whereas [ l ] is alveolar. Additionally, [ l ] can assimilate 

to [ r ] as in: 

 [hal raɁayta]               [harraɁayta] (Sibawayhi, 1983: 448). هل رأيت 

    Such patterns of assimilation show that [ l ] of [bal] is more commonly 

used than that of [hal]. In this respect, Al – Qaysi (1974: 153 – 54) states 

that [ l ] of [hal] and [bal] is not followed by a vowel sound. In addition, 

Hilaal (2004: 165) indicates that [ l ] and the following sounds except [Ɉ] 

have neighboring places of articulation. In this case, Hilaal (Ibid: 160) 

points out that /l/ assimilates to /r/: 

  [waqul rabbi]              [waqurrabbi] وقل ربي  

2.4 Assimilation of the Definite [ l ] 

    The definite [ l ] can assimilate to the following consonants: 

1.[ t ] as in [Ɂaltamr]               [Ɂattamr] 

2. [ r ] as in [Ɂalrasuul]           [Ɂarrasuul] 

3. [ ṭ ] as in [Ɂalṭiin]                [Ɂaṭṭiin] 

4. [ n ] as in [Ɂalnimr]             [Ɂannimr] 
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5. [ z ] as in [Ɂalzuhd]             [Ɂazzuhd] 

6. [ Ṣ ] as in [ɁalṢayd]            [ɁaṢṢayd] 

7. [ s ] as in [Ɂalsayyaara]       [Ɂassayyaara] 

8. [ ḍ ] as in [Ɂalḍabaab]         [Ɂaḍḍbaab] 

9. [ ʃ ] as in [Ɂalʃams]             [Ɂaʃʃams] 

10. [ d ] as in [Ɂaldaar]            [Ɂaddaar] 

11. [ ð ] as in [Ɂalðahab]          [Ɂaððahab] 

12. [ Ө ] as in [ɁalӨawb]          [ɁaӨӨawb] (Al – Moosili, 2001:  239) 

13. [ Ɉ ] as in [ɁalɈalaam]              [ɁaɈɈalaam]   

    In this respect, Al – Rabae (2009:  68 -  9) points out that the 

phonologists justify the assimilation of the definite / l / to 

[ɁalɁaṢwaatu ʃʃamsiyya] (solar sounds) saying that the places of 

articulation of such sounds are neighboring to that of / l /. They 

add another reason for this assimilation indicating that such 

sounds, except [ t ] are stronger than [ l ]. It is worth noting that 

definite / l / does not assimilate to [ j ] which is a solar sound as in 

[ Ɂaljanna] (paradise). Additionally,   original / l / does not 

assimilate to solar sounds as in: [Ɂalsuna] (the tongues). 

3. Contrastive Analysis 

    There are certain points of similarities and differences between 

the phoneme / l / in English and Arabic. 

3.1 Points of Similarities 

     The following points are found in both English and Arabic: 

1. There are two allophones of the phoneme / l / such as clear [ l ] 

and dark [ ᵻ ]. 

 3. The phoneme / l / is described as alveolar, lateral, voiced, 

approximant and liquid. 

4. Clear [ l ] and dark [ ᵻ ] are in complementary distribution. 

5. The phoneme / l / occurs in initial, medial and final positions. 

3.2 Points of Differences 

 There are certain differences between English and Arabic in 

terms of the phoneme / l / as demonstrated in the following points: 

1.In English, clear [ l ] occurs initially as onset of the syllable 

whereas dark [ ᵻ ] occurs in final position to form coda of the 

syllable. In Arabic, clear [ l ] and dark [ l ] are affected by the 
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consonants and vowels preceding and following them. For 

instance, if the phoneme / l / is preceded by one of the velarized 

consonants such as [Ṣ], [ṭ] or [Ɉ ], it should be dark.  

2. Syllabic [ ᵻ ] in English is always dark whereas in Arabic it is 

clear unless it is preceded by a velarized consonant. 

3. In English, the phoneme / l / is elided when preceded by a long 

vowel / o: / as in ‘’always’’ /o:lweiz/               /o:weiz/. In Arabic, / l / is 

not elided. 

4. With regard to assimilation, the phoneme / l / assimilates to certain 

consonants in certain situations where it has no counterparts in English.   

4. Conclusions 

    It can be concluded that each language has its own phonological system 

that results in certain differences of pronunciation between such languages. 

However, there are similarities between them. As far as the phoneme / l/ is 

concerned, both English and Arabic have two allophones such as clear [ l 

] and dark [ᵻ] whose production depends on the consonants and vowels that 

precede and follow them. In English, for instance, clear [ l ] occurs in initial 

positions either as a single consonant or with a consonant cluster to form 

the onset of the syllable whereas dark [ ᵻ ] occurs finally either singly or 

with a consonant cluster to make the coda of the syllable. In Arabic, on the 

other hand, clear [ l ] can occur finally provided it is not preceded by one 

of the velarized consonants. The phoneme / l /, in both languages, functions 

as syllabic to form a syllable without a vowel sound. With regard to 

assimilation, such a phoneme assimilates to certain sounds in Arabic, a 

process which has no counterpart in English. Concerning the recitation of 

the Holy Qur’an, the readers are required to comprehend how to 

differenciate between clear [ l ] and dark [ ᵻ ] in their pronunciation. The 

phoneme / l / is considered as a means to form meaning and evoke 

emotions. Dark [ ᵻ ], for instance, may express melancholy and mystery 

whereas clear [ l ] glides gracefully within the rhythm of recitation.  
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