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Glimpses of Image in Rasheed Saleem Alkhoree's Poetry
""The Peasant Poet"'

ABSTRACT

The "Peasant Poet" is Rasheed Saleem Alkhoree was born in
Lebanon in 1887 A.D. He did not find what he dreamed of in his
country. So he emigrated to Brazil lived a hand — to — mouth life
fighting deprivation with satisfaction. He was accused of being
renegade to his Lebanese nationality because of his tendency toward
Pan — Arabism. He was one of the strongest Arab and patriotic
voices in the country of his emigration; therefore he was fought by
imperialism dispossessing him from his Syrian and Lebanese
Nationalities and from the right of going back to his homeland until
the evolution of Syrian — Egyptian Unity. The Peasant Poet dreamed
of a grave in his homeland until he owned it when he died in 1958

A.D. As for calling him "The Peasant Poet"« he was called so by

Najeeb Qastanteen in his newspaper "Almua‘addab™ sarcastically
right after the issuance of his poetical works (Arrashediat) in 1916
A.D. But he challenged his critic and entitled his first poem after
that under the name of (Algarawi — lit Peasant).

Algarawi is considered as one of our pioneering men of letters
who contributed in drawing a picture for literal life and renewing its

characteristics as being a patrioticc national and social poet who

could express his own poetic experience in a fascinating way in an
attempt to reveal psychological cases related directly to The Arab
Nation de facto giving a dimension for the humanitarian
civilization. This picture is considered as an artistic and constitutive

means to express the poetic experience« because the poet realizes
that his task is not to express the realistic picture and facts as they
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are« but he should reformulate that realistic picture by the feelings
and sensations that they affect on it.
The nationalistic events that consisted of fractionation« social

ignorance:« political subjugation and alienation: left a great effect in

the spirit of (Asha'er Algarawi — lit Peasant Poet). Accommodating
those events had their traces in generating his poetic image that
expresses the humanitarian de facto.

So« we see that the personal experience of our poet and the

reality of Arab Nation were mixed together< and accordingly he
could present distinguished and creative poems by his images and
imagination. Therefore« his image evolved simple« inaffectatives

realistic some times and tropical some othersc because the image

may come with non-tropical expression or it mostly comes with
tropical expression. That's why we would rather describe them as

"glimpses"« then the image was natural in associating the traditional
image concepts such as simile« metaphorical and metonymic on the
one hand¢ and its modern concepts such as sensational image that
includes visual« auditory« and smelling or else.

So« our current study for image in (Algarawi's) poetry covered
two main types of images: the single or simple image and the
compound image« in addition to what traditional or modern
concepts that every image of those images contained.
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