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Abstract

American-Ottoman relations were not harmonious since their inception
and formation« due to American interests opposing the Ottoman presence«
whether in Asia¢< Africac or Europe. When Abdul Hamid Il ascended to
power in the Ottoman Empire« relations began to mutate and take shape
according to the developments witnessed in the global arenas< whether
developments that It was brought about in preparation for the war and those
tensions at the level of international policies and decisions that would
change the policies of the region in general« and in light of thatc among the
American diplomatic pressure on the Ottoman Empire was to push Sultan
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Abdul Hamid Il to bring about a number of changes at the level of his
foreign and internal policies« including an attempt Repelling the American
attack represented by Jewish pressure in the Arab region specifically« and
taking the Islamic religion as a target for that attack< as Sultan Abdul
Hamid 11 adopted a project to rebuild the structure of the Islamic religion
and revive the religion through the Islamic renaissance after the American
powers represented by the Jews and the European powers< most
importantly the British state« tried to overthrow The Ottoman Empire by
weakening and attacking the Islamic religion... The idea of the Islamic
University in Istanbul came to attack the American and British plans¢ as
the Arab region in general witnessed reformist Islamic movements in the
modern era calling for the revival of the Islamic heritage and a return to the
sources of the true Islamic religion¢< by the most prominent Arab Islamic
scholars and intellectuals in that era« represented by the beginning of the
twentieth century< who adopted the intellectual movement due to their
conviction that Muslims were far from the true foundations that Islam
brought« so these calls¢< which represented the intellectual awakening of
Muslims« were like a cry for the Arabs¢ considering that the stage of
weakness¢ colonialism¢« and exploitation by the West of them was
returning. Mainly due to Muslims losing their strength and being by losing
their basic values. This is why the call to adhere to the Islamic religion has
become an urgent necessity due to the Islamic peoples falling under
colonialism¢ which wanted« from the first moment: to obliterate the Arab-
Islamic identity and crush the components of nationalism¢ including the
Arabic language and the Islamic religion< and make them the focus of
Western intellectual control. Which prevailed at the end of the nineteenth
century« the most important of which was American thought. Many Islamic
reform movements have emerged« the most prominent of which was the
Islamic University in Astana projectc which was adopted by Sultan Abdul
Hamid I1« after the idea was presented to him by the scholar Jamal al-Din
al-Afghani. Then« in turn< he adopted the project and founded the Islamic
University in Astana and called to it the most important and prominent
Muslim scholars¢ including Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and Muhammad
Abduh. Abdul Rahman Al-Kawakibi and a large group that included major
Muslim scholars¢< whose goal was to revive the Islamic heritage« win over
the Islamic nation¢< and unify its efforts against the American-Jewish
strategy that Sultan Abdul Hamid Il realized after the American
administration’s attempts to interfere in the affairs of Armenian nationals
in the Ottoman Empire« and regardless of Sultan Abdul Hamid’s goals. Al-
Hamid Il and his true intentions in establishing the Islamic University« but
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it achieved great scientific achievements and the goals that its founders:«
scholars«< worked to achieve« helped Arab Muslims and the Arab nation as
a whole to stand up to attempts at enslavement and exploitation:« first and
foremost the Ottomans themselves« as it was a curse on them and on their
arbitrary ideas and policies aimed at the Ottomanization of the Arab
peoples. The Arab arena witnessed the birth of a conscious« educated
generation that was able to lead Arab movements and revolutions that
frightened the colonial countries that tried to colonize and occupy it was
the United States of America« especially after World War |
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