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“Empathy in the Poetry of Abdul Wahab Al Bayati”
Professor Dr. Badran Abdel Hussein Al-Bayati
Abstract

The concept of empathy does not stray from the realm of
emotion, as it consists of affective reactions that have
psychological and social reflections, as well as functional and
influential contributions to the audience. Since emotion is one of
the pillars of the artistic structure of a literary work, empathy
occupies a significant portion of this pillar through its
relationship with understanding others, comprehending their

psychological state and social circumstances, and the
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compassion it may evoke. This compassion can lead the poetic
self to embody and merge with it. Moreover, empathy plays an
active role in purifying the self through its compassion and
sympathy for others. The forms of empathy may be individual
or collective, depending on the nature of the situations that call
for empathy. Poet Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati, being one of the
poets committed to national, popular, and humanitarian causes,
was able to shape empathy into images that reflected the human
reality on both individual and collective levels in an artistic
poetic formulation. This clearly shows the extent of the poetic
self's empathy with various human issues, reinforcing the role of
literature in building society, expressing its aspirations and
problems, and exploring detailed matters that clarify the
directions, functions, and forms of empathy at all levels of

artistic structure. With God's help, success is achieved.
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