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The "actor network theory' approach in dealing with landscapes in
historical centers

Eman Mohammed Shakir Rawaa Fawzi Naom Abbawi
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University of Technology/ University of Technology/
Department of Architectural Department of Architectural
Engineering Engineering
Abstract :

The historical center's landscape suffers from neglect, despite their
Importance and broad capabilities in enhancing the cultural value of the historical
center, as landscape includes many heterogeneous human and non-human
components, material and immaterial, natural and manufactured, also different
historical layers, ancient, modern and contemporary. Due to the difference in
these components and layers, it has become difficult for the designer to deal with
it. Therefore, the research was directed by following a methodology of actor-
network theory as it deals with such a complex system and concerned with an
advanced method to connect the various components of considering landscape as
a ground that can include various elements and deal with them to produce all
homogenized to enhance the value of the historic center.

The research problem represented by the lack of a comprehensive
presentation of the effective network theory approach in dealing with landscapes,
so the goal of the research became, to build a comprehensive framework for the
effective network theory approach in dealing with the historical center landscape,
which is represented by two components, actors and the concept of networking
actors.

Finally, the research has taken the landscape of AlQushla building to
illustrate how the actors and the concept of networking actors was been achieved,
and who they worked to enhance the cultural value of the historical center.

Keywords: urban landscapes, historical centers, actor —network theory,
networking, actors.
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