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Abstract:

Evaluation of strategies for the development of the ancient Kirkuk castle

Most of those concerned in the affairs of urban planning emphasize the idea of rehabilitation and
development of the old areas of cities, especially those parts that have lost a large part of their
urban function and have great historical and heritage value for the sake of continuous cultural
communication between the past and the present and work to improve and develop large areas of
the old undeveloped parts of The city, and in the city of Kirkuk, an ancient archaeological area is
located in its center and is called the Citadel, which is the mother city and the oldest ancient
archaeological settler. Its establishment dates back to the middle of the fifth or fourth millennium
BC nearly in (4500-3500) BC, and it consisted as layers of successive historical civilizations
And they piled on top of each other with time, and now only a number of deteriorating urban
houses remain with a number of heritage buildings of high architectural and historical value such
as Masjids, churches, cemeteries, religious, commercial and residential shrines, which suffer
from neglect and deterioration since 1991 after the forced displacement of its residents and the
removal of more than 70 % of its existing buildings. Since that date, the castle has been in its
current deteriorating condition, and it has not been included in the governorate’s projects for
reconstruction and construction, which prompted us to study it and think of several strategies for
its development and development by seeking the opinion of its real owners (the Iragi community
from different residential areas).

Where the results of the questionnaire indicate that (28.2%) of the study population prefer the
development and development of the castle according to the alternative that calls for including
the castle in the World Heritage List, while (27.2%) calls for tourism investment in the castle by
rebuilding its urban coefficient in the same old style followed with restoration And the
maintenance of existing cultural monuments with the introduction of new urban functions that
increase their tourism value, while a percentage of (17.8%) calls for the return of the original
inhabitants of the castle to it and for them to bear the costs of building its infrastructure services.
As for (15%) of the study population, they call for converting the castle into a museum of human
civilizations, through conducting new excavations to discover the secrets of the castle buried
thousands of years ago. And that (8.9%) of the field study sample prefer to develop a new master
plan for the castle, as is the case for the rest of the city, to develop plans and programs for its
development.
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