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ABSTRACT

This paper deals with the mistaken use of punctuation marks by some Arab
writers.
It tries to shed some light on such mistakes and to propose correct solutions for
this problem . Since punctuation is seen as a universal phenomenon , this study
tries to suggest that the Arab system of punctuation should be in accordance
with punctuation systems in other languages . Hence , the proposed solutions to
the Arab system of punctuation are derived from the punctuation system in
English .
Besides , it seems that Arab writers differ in using punctuation marks ;
therefore , this paper is intended to be a step in the way of inventing a unified
system of punctuation in Arabic compatible with punctuation systems in other
live languages .
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Introduction

This paper deals with the mistaken use of punctuation marks by some Arab
writers . It tries to shed some light on such mistakes and propose solutions for
this problem . Since punctuation is seen as a universal phenomenon , this study
tries to suggest that the Arab system of punctuation should be harmonized with
punctuation systems in other languages . Hence , the proposed solutions for
suchmistakes are derived from the English system of punctuation .

Besides , it seems that most Arab writers differ in the way they manipulate
the various punctuation marks . Sometimes , they use a particular punctuation
mark in the wrong place ; other times , they do not use a particular punctuation
mark ( e.g. a question mark ) although it is indispensable . As a result , it has
become necessary to diagnose such a problem and offer adequate explanation
for that aspect of language study .

In this study , it is hypothesized that the punctuation system is a universal
phenomenon . This means that all live languages can make use of the various
punctuation marks in the same way .

Besides , it is hypothesized that most Arab writers do not use punctuation
marks in the same way . Moreover , it seems that their manipulation of such
marks is often haphazard . For that reason , this study tries to offer solutions to
these misuses . It also tries to arrive at a unified system of punctuation marks in
Arabic compatible to the one available in other live languages .

In this study , the main punctuation marks will be explained with examples
on each one . Then , some extracts from some novels written by prominent
Arab writers will be analyzed to show the wrong manipulation of different
punctuation marks in these extracts . Furthermore , only end punctuation marks
and non — end punctuation marks will be dealt with in this study . Enclosing
punctuation marks ( brackets and inverted commas ) and punctuation marks
used within the word ( apostrophes and hyphens ) fall outside the scope of this
study . In addition , capitalization is not taken into consideration here since
Arabic does not make use of this device in punctuation .
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2 . Classification of Punctuation Marks

When we write , we have to use signs or symbols to make our meaning
clear . These symbols are called punctuation marks . They have their own
meanings , and these meanings " supplement the meanings of words " ( Razzak
and al Hassan 1981 :90) .

Punctuation marks help to obviate ambiguity and confusion . To punctuate
properly, you ought to be familiar with the proper conventions of punctuation
that are widely adopted by the writers of composition . In this study , we will
account for two classes of punctuation marks : end — punctuation marks and
non — end punctuation marks .

2 .1 . End Punctuation Marks

End punctuation marks are those used at the end of sentences . They include
three marks : full — stops , question marks and exclamation marks .

2.1.1. The Full Stop (.)

The full — stop ( or period ) is used to mark the end of a declarative
sentence
( statement ) , or an imperative sentence ( command ) which issues its
command mildly rather than forcefully ( Waldhorn and Zeiger 1981and 96 ,
Gray et al 1987 :242) .

It is also used at the end of an indirect question ( Jamil , 1989 : 115) . See the
following examples :

1. 1 met George in the market . ( statement )
2. Open the window , please . (command )
3. | asked him when he would come back.( indirect question)

Thus , a full — stop is used at the end of a sentence if its meaning is
completed
( Salama 2004 :55) .
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2.1.2.The Question Mark (?)

The question mark is used after a direct question ( See Jamil 1969 : 116 :
Temple 1978 : 21 : Ebest et al 2000 : 421) .

Consider the following examples :-

4. Why didn't you oil the machine ?
5. Could you bring me that book ?

A question mark is not used after indirect questions : instead a full — stop is
used .

e.g.) 6. He asked why she came quickly .

2.1.3.The Exclamation Mark (!)

The exclamation mark is used after exclamatory sentences to express "
some kind of astonishment or a sharp outburst or comment " ( Al — Nu'aimi and
Al- Khayal 1990 : 14 ) . Furthermore , an exclamation mark is used to point a
vigorous interjection or a nominative of address when a strong feeling is
present ( Waldhorn and Zeiger 1981 : 97 and Gray et al 1987 : 242) .

For Turabian ( 1987 : 49 ) , an exclamation mark is used to mark an outcry
or an emphatic or ironical comment .

Exclamatory sentences are those which start with such words as ' What ', '
How ',
"Such .
e.g.)
7 . How beautiful she is !
8 . What a funny story it was !
9. Such an amazing spectacle !

Moreover , exclamation marks should be used after imperative sentences .

e.g.)
10 . Don'tgo'!
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2 .2 : Non —end Punctuation Marks

Non — end punctuation marks are those marks that are used " to indicate
the relationship and the relative importance of elements within the sentence " (
Jamil 1989 :118).

Waldhorn and Zeiger ( 1981 : 99 ) maintain that non — end punctuation marks
are used to show that the flow of thought is being interrupted .

Only three non — end marks will be explained in the following sub — sections
: the comma , the semi — colon and the colon .

2.2.1: TheComma (,)

The comma indicates a short pause . It helps to clarify the meaning of
written sentences . Thus , a comma should be used whenever a slight pause is
to be made
( Razzak and Al — Hassan 1981 : 98 ) . The main uses of the comma can be
summarized as follows ( see Stone 1967 : 169 ; Temple 1978 : 22 ; Gray etal
1987 : 244 and Mustafa 1998 : 472 )

1 — It is used to separate words , phrases or clauses in a list ( see Salama 2004
:54).

11 — He was polite , calm , brave and clever .
12 — Although it was raining , she went out .

2 — It is used before and after a phrase or clause in apposition .

e.g.)
13 — Jean, Bill's sister , left for Italy .

3 — It is used before tail questions .

e.g.)
14 — They played well , didn't they ?

4 — It is used to mark off an adjective clause which merely comments but

does not
limit or define .
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e.g.)
15 — The boys , who were fooling , were punished .

5 — It is used after the vocative ( Salama 2004 : 54 ) .

e.g.)
16 — Linda , will you bring me my glasses ?
2.2.2:The Semi—Colon (;)

The semi — colon ( ;) links closely related independent clauses or other
grammatically equal sentence elements that are not linked by a coordinating
conjunction ( Gary et al 1987 : 258 and Ebest et al 2000 : 437 ) . For Razzak
and Al — Hassan ( 1981 : 105 ) , the semi — colon should be used when you
want the reader to see that the thoughts contained in two independent clauses
are closely related . In a sense , semi — colon is also a linking mark . It can
show that two or more clauses are linked in meaning . ( see also Shaw 1986 :
142 , Al —Nu'aimi and Al — Khayal 1990 : 12 ) . Eckersley and Eckersley (
1960 : 378 ) argue that a semi — colon is used when we do not want to break
the line of thought as would happen if we used a full — stop .

e.g.)
16 — John drove fast ; however , he lost the race .

Finally , a semi — colon is used between two clauses the second of which
forms the cause of the first ( Al — Nuiaymi and Al — Khayal 1990 : 12).

e.g.)
17 — They took their overcoats ; it was raining .

2.2.3:TheColon (:)

The colon indicates a discontinuity of grammatical construction greater
than that indicated by the semi — colon ( Shaw 1986 : 146 and Mustafa 1998 :
489).

The main uses of the colon are :

1- It is used to stand for " as follows as " in :-
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18 — There are two types of sounds : consonants and vowels .

2 — It is used to prepare the reader for a second thought contrasting or balanced
with
the first part of the sentence ( Razzak and al — Hassan 1981 : 106 ) .

e.g.) 19— Speech is silver : Silence is gold .
3 — It is used to introduce a saying ( Salama 2004 : 56 ) .

e.g.) 20 — John said : " | want to leave " .

3. Sample Texts

In this section some extracts chosen randomly from several Arabic novels
will be considered to see whether their authors have used different punctuation
marks correctly or not . The main mistakes in using punctuation marks will be
indicated and then some corrections will be suggested so that readers will
recognize the effects of these misuses on the meaning of sentences .

Tl g il i€ (pa o, Adie 5 4303 5 g abidia Ciiag 58 Adie ety — )
Colsal e
( Mahfooz Kasr — ul — Sawq 1948 : 5-6) .

In this sentence a full — stop is used to separate the first clause from the
second . The full —stop is out of place here since the second clause ( .. e e
oAl Je ) is dependent on the first main clause ( 4&ic s ... e (aeely) .

Hence , the full — stop would have been replaced by a comma .

Ainaa 4 gt 23 ol GA) el (ol (e i iy of 4l Lgie Lol gl 58 gl o 535 -

In this extract , the two punctuation marks ( the full — stop and the
exclamation mark ) are misused . First , the full — stop should have been
replaced by a comma since the second clause (%Y ... &S5 ) is dependent on
the first . Secondly , the exclamation mark should have been replaced by a full
— stop since there is no exclamatory sentence . The existing sentence is a
declarative one .
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(Lo s ¢ Vsl tag agallS s foy @llin 5 ¢ Al & glay il 5 Al Al (g o5 —
To Mia)
oyl Qs d8a 8 4l Jaal Ledie 5 ¢ 430 68 e candiall Lguaie ) Gyl V)
ale
Ge g Jaa S ¢ V) Gulae (8 AL s 1) e el L a3 ) e L)
49x.n
(ibid : 6 ) Ao O sdend S5 | Adane lal 25

In this extract , all the existing punctuation marks are misused . The first
comma should have been replaced by a full — stop since the declarative
sentence

( zf... 2% ¢ )endsthere.

Further , the colon is not needed here . The same thing can be said about the
commas

(2ls « Loes « Y5b ) since the conjunction ( 5) is used .

Besides , the dots ( ... ) are not needed here since the subsequent clause
(ws ... oz Y ) IS dependent on the previous one ; a comma would have

been more convenient for that purpose . Further , the comma used before the
sentence

( G ... Luey ) should have been replaced by a full — stop since we have two
completely separate sentences .

Further , the full — stop used before the coordinating clause ( «.. lstes (25 )

is also out of place here since the clause is joined with the previous clauses by
the coordinating conjunction ( 5 ) . Hence , the above extract could be

repunctuated correctly as follows :

Vs 2l s Lme 5 Y sha 4 g€ donen ay llia 5 | Al 40 laey Uaiill 5 Lol (il ongs o
AtV ade ) Clalall ds, gé‘ub Jaal Leie 5 | 40358 (o candiall gnaie | il jen
JJ_U‘\MUQJM%&}‘WY\W&M\&AJ\MM\\JSJL_Q:\S)SJJ;\c';\aﬁ

@b}ﬂui\jmqs*j‘ﬁm&_\hai

In this complex sentence , the three object clauses ( <3 ... bs s ),
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(wame ... Sy ) and ( «oespn ... xSy ) Should have been separated by commas .

We can see that the first and second are separated by a comma , while the
second and the third are separated by a full — stop .

iz (A€ S35 ¢l Al peall Ales I eall 5 pilae ¢ smaline (e Jla S ol 435 —
(ibid: 6) . 4ie Ayl ghs b s e 2wl

In this example , a comma is used to separate the first sentence
"R sl " from the second M ws a) L LisT S5, ML IS clear that a full —

stop would have been more appropriate .

(ibid : 6 ) 1948l ) saVlodgd Araal Lulil) (any sy aall 13l Lae L— o

In this sentence there are two misuses of punctuation marks . First , after
the exclamation particle " L=<t " two dots are used . It seems that an

exclamation mark should have been used instead . Secondly , using two marks
( a question mark and an exclamation marks ) in the same place is
inappropriate . Using a question mark only would have been more appropriate
since the sentence is interrogative .

aila oy o) aadaing 4l Jualdll Cuaall cidia 3 sa Hal Ll | SIS Gllb o Q11 SIg — 4
S RSEY
Ohus

(ibid:6) 193:eal o

Two mistakes are made in this example . First , an exclamation mark is used
to separate the conditional clause from the main clause . A comma should have
been used instead . Secondly , a question mark and exclamation mark are used
together at the end of the sentence . A question mark only would have been
more appropriate since the sentence is interrogative .

CBlgera pe delad b glue L) iy o alall g limll g adl) e sl > jall S8A%L) g —
( Mahfooz : al — Sarab : 219) .

In this example , the comma is misused here because we have two
sentences and a full — stop would have been more appropriate to separate them
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(|b|d . 219) !eLuﬂgY\ Jal cliaal U oy ¢ e (gl olea) 2y PREEEEN dallh Ca¥ g — )

Both of the two punctuation marks used in this example are out of place .
The comma should have been replaced by a full — stop and the exclamation
mark by a
full — stop since we have a declarative sentence not an exclamative one .

(ibid:219)  .Lebdieilk, JalSsl ) cuad—q

The second sentence is an exclamative one ; therefore , it should have been
marked by an exclamation mark ; not by a full — stop .

slasall Gl sl () 138 e () (i) i V¢ s Aalaiy) ¢ Baead Yl AREa)) calai g —

o e

EENIPY
by 85 Yo asall day Coanal (1 51 dead O s ¥ oS0 Yo elia 8 o
ey 3 saad) adadl (o ray ol ey £ I ) Zla 33N ¢ Jual) die 5 Al
L)
o, g

( ibid : 219 )

In this extract , one may think that we have only one sentence due to the wrong
punctuation . In fact , we have five sentences here ; each two sentences should
have been separated by a full — stop not a comma . The first sentence is
" s blaal o clis M the second is M sls B L. id cd M the third is

"o a2 Y Sy M the fourth BS M QW s L aslest <y " and the fifth is

" V.w\.é-\ J.«.xj\.! 4.31’ g g "

Besides , there should be a colon in the first sentence instead of comma .
Moreover , the exclamation mark used after the first sentence is misused also ,
since the sentence is declarative and not exclamations . It should be written as
follows :

(- & Blaxl daa ¥ 3N aaadl ¢ les ) since the colon is used to stand for

" as follows " ('see section 2 — 2 — 3 above ) .
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Joans O danl La 1l o sad (a1 g it Ly ALaS (33 gl 4l (e B3a) s ASaia ) — 1y
( Abdulla : Sams —ul — Khareef : 193) . il Guob e zodl s )5 820 Jlaia

In this extract , we have two sentences : the first is a declarative one , and
the second is an exclamative one . Nevertheless , we find that the first is
followed by two exclamation marks , while the second by a full — stop .

Sduwmwuq&uw\ﬂ;u%)“dk_u‘)’_ﬂ‘e.mbd.tAjdAdjcL_iu\d‘)kj—\\’
e
(ibid : 194 ). Wl s laa i

In this compound sentence , there are two clauses : the first is
(olewd Golis .. oW 3 by ) and the second IS (LW s)les ... a2 0 255 ) . IN the
first clause , commas should have been used between the three adjectival
phrases
(Sl Sl ¢ amgh) Mgz ¢ il ol )

Besides , a semi — colon should have been added between the two clauses
since the second clause is an explanation to the first ( see section 2 — 2 — 2

above) .
Thus , the extract above can be repunctuated as follows :

SJL’._A.A‘\A.A)ML).AWQMS\&ALAA}‘LA}MJJ@.M})J:\MHLJA:\AjdAJJuu\ é)la}

Bosa 48 e an Al O aaall) s b b Ll dims e Al e Jdl Y
A Cige sy i o AT I aim s Dle v el L e3de 2o ol hts LeaSi 1
.. .. : Ay
1 im0 il Jads . a5y gam ol llin | llia Lgile (538 e
(ibid : 194 )

In this extract ,there are several punctuational mistakes . Here we have
two sentences . The first sentence is " 45 > ... ... Jsf ¢ "and the second is

"oy LS L w2 «ks " Inthe first sentence, a colon should have been
used instead of the full — stop .
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AL ) By sa  ABDE e dn Al (pa ed O yad Ll diaa ez jAl

Besides , there is no need to use the ' double ' exclamation mark at all since
the sentence is by no means exclamative . In the second sentence , on the other
hand , the direct speech should have been put between inverted commas
("... ... s Leale " a5l 3 Ul sy )

Moreover , the ‘double ' dots and ' double ' exclamation marks are definitely out
of place here .

LA LAl B e A il Le 13 DN 8613l Jes e e 8 IS S — 0V 8
_Jﬁjﬂ\&l\ﬂ@&&@i&}&#\}c@\} ca._a)\..\mj
( Abdulla Sajarat — ul — Liblab : 127)

In this extract , there are two sentences . The first is (" ) S .o JS05™)
; and the second is (" syl cslS Bl wal Lz ") |

The two sentences should have been separated by a full — stop . Moreover ,
we see double dots between the first three things and commas between the last
three as if the first three differ from the last .This part can be repunctuated as
follows :

___M\}‘@A‘}cgm‘j‘uﬂ‘jcdm‘

a8y ¢l S age e 12 Lel e e da )l O (A 5add) e 4l il s cliel g — o
5 ilad

Cin A ad B pia e ool Gl o an Sl L Gilea A1 ALY il a5 )
Aaaa G O da A Le g LA cala _nY Adaalll sda ol culd Y 08 e JAY L Lo Adie (e
) 2 LY

(ibid : 127) letag s Ja LSy Ltinan s 48,80 b

In this extract , various punctuational blunders have been made . Here ,
we have three sentences . The firstis (" «ls %, ... s3~o clkely ") ; the second is

("50 2V .. il eds ™) and the third is (" Tty @ Jsw IS L. aleslll ods il cd ™),

First, a full —stop , not a comma , should have been used at the end of the first
and the second sentences . Secondly , a full — stop is strangely used before the
adverbial

" 5. =Y " In the second sentence
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Crnhall JU8 a8y ¢ 3351 i) 3 J ¢ 5 siall an3 lh Cuplall @ piald Alall o o) 5 — 5
&ﬂj‘jd

(ibid : 128) Il & 5ol

Here , a full — stop should have been used instead of the comma after the
first sentence " speli ad b cual @

Besides , an exclamation mark should have been used instead of the comma
after the imperative clause . ' is ' (' see section 2 —1 — 3 above) .

Furthermore , the double exclamation marks used after ' ¢, 45, ' are
misused here since the sentence is a declarative one .

(ibid: 128) ¢ 4l 5yl o2 b dsalia (Blaly IS Lie e gl cand — v

The question mark is misused here since we have an indirect question . A
full — stop should have been used instead ( See Jamil 1989 : 115).

M Ealalls ¢ Ll Juas ) Adatill oo Lad | s siSall Al o 0da il IAE — 4
) Ll il g Al e 31 Al A o3 ) 4o il s catln ia sic ]
( Abdul Kuddus : Bi? r — ul- Hirman : 56 )

First, the double dots used after the conditional clause "  .> &5 ... o6

" should have been replaced by a comma . Secondly , a question mark should
be used instead of the double dots after the interrogative clause " ... aka L

gl el

m;l\@)\_u}u"jjad)udh‘;éa;% s \.J;\—UMAJJ.\SJS\ uu}g’_\:\.aZ\SJadd\}—\q
(ibid: 59) | suall

In this sentence , some punctuation marks are misused . First , the double
dots are not necessary . Secondly , the exclamation mark should have been
replaced by a full — stop since the sentence is declarative .

Al o Crnalarie 5 el eliil caca gl Ja : ol ¢ laa cld calad a5 —
(ibid : 59) oSy oS | ity anth | Galdll oY g0 b ¢ Ll iy
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In this extract , there are several misuses of punctuation marks . First , the
direct speech should be put between inverted commas . Then the interrogative
sentence should have been followed by a question mark (& ksl cesif " L

”?Q‘M\).

Furthermore , all the double dots , should have been replaced by a full — stop .
Thus ,the excerpt above can be repunctuated as follows :

clad ey alasl e Cheaas Lanie 5 € il 8 el caeagl da " ills 2l clddlad
aﬁ&gdgum@uahj\‘;}‘ﬁjdcﬁﬁ

4 — Conclusions
The current study arrives at the following conclusions :

1 — Several Arab linguists use different punctuation marks wrongly .
Sometimes , they

use certain marks unnecessarily ; other times , they do not use a particular
mark

although it is indispensable .

2 — Several Arab writers use the various punctuation marks almost randomly .
For
instance , they may use two different punctuation marks for the same clause

type ,
in the same text .

3 — It seems that Arabic does not have a well — organized and unified system

for
using punctuation marks .
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5 oAl 5 quls o dalisd) anll Gladle aladiul (8 Galiil) (sae i B ) sediall g =l iy 5 )
Lyan o) 538 a5 e s GUSH oY 5 8 (e Tl Cladle (e 222 Al alasiuy) o Sl
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Jlaall 138 4y ) 42l
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