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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out the nature of Children Literature in Iraq after 2003 by
written by Iraqgi and non- Iragi writers. The research applies Text-Analysis theory and intend to
reveal the literary product especially short stories and novels for Iragi children in the last two
decades (following 2003). Listing the types and the tendencies adopted by Iragi writers and non-
Iragi writers for children in the selected time is another objective. It also aims at searching the
psychological dimension which is supposed to be involved in it. Added to that, deciding whether
those writers are specialists in writing for children or it is regarded as a sub-sided profession for
them. The Text-analysis theory helps realize the context within which cultural and sub-cultural
norms are introduced. The findings reveal the fact that this era, after 2003, is impregnated with
chromatic literary outcomes including children literature. But, the literary product of this literature
is ranging between locality and universality within a limited scope due to certain social , political ,
and economical influences. The implications of this research indicates the necessity to focus on
the field of children literature in modern literary production for its great impact on the psychology

of Iragi children especially after 2003.

Key words: Iraqi literature, Western Literature, post-2003 literary production
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Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

First, both of the terms “literature” and “children” are controversial and not so evident. The
concept of childhood changes from place to place, from time to time, and recently it has flourished
in many aspects. In non-Western countries, the relationships between story and story teller, adult
and child, can be fundamentally different from those in the West. Essentially, children’s literature
is described as the body of the written works and accompanying illustrations produced in order to
entertain or instruct young people (Fadiman, 2015). It is a trustworthy method to teach children
about what is phenomenon in the world, by themselves, and by others. It also gives confidence to
children to do brain storming thinking, creation, enrich their language and develop their

information background and their personal character.

In the main, children can connect events, places, and problems in literature on a personal
level with characters (Brown, 2005). More to the point, children’s literature is described as a
“microcosm” of certain ideologies such as race, gender, and class that construct the established
socio-political and economic hierarchy or power relations among people. Generally, children's
literature developed in three phases. The first phase is when the books were meant to “preach”
children. The Second one is when this literature went on to “teach” children. The third one is

when it could “reach” its audience and give it a rip-roaring good read (Pavonetti, 2004, p. 212).
1.2 Western Children’s Literature

Originally, the convention of storytelling is an old principal of life. So far, literature is divided
into Adults Literature and Children Literature. The first one is more developed or advanced than
the second in the sense of the theories, the types and the amount of literary production that date
back to old eras. Also, most of the “children’s literature” is meant for adults, principally, but it
then revolved to be appropriate for children. These adult books of righteous learning included
fables and other informative stories whose morals would train little adults to be good boys and

girls. That is why, initial books were instructional in nature with only one aim: to inform. Didactic
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instruction, was the attentiveness of these early children’s books. But, the latter years of the 19"
century were the start of the golden age for having literature for children that did not have to teach

or inform; it could simply entertain or amuse (Pavonetti, 2004, p. 212).

Moreover, “children’s literature” was regarded as a minority concern that witnessed a kind
of progress since the 1980s. But this condition has been changed dramatically during the last
decades to the extent that it reformulates itself and continues lonesome as “Childhood” or “Child”
Studies (Rudd, 2010, p. 3). What matters actually is the child him/herself because children are in
need to be acknowledged in their own right before there could be a literature for them. In the
Western world, a number of theories has been issued to have an in-depth study for this thing. One
of those theories is Philip Aries’ inventive hypothesis that childhood was a far less separate field
in the Middle ages and that it is with the presence of what is called the nuclear family and the
development of schooling that a more modern conception of childhood come into assessment in
the 17" century. Another one, Neil Postman who innovated a related thesis relating childhood to
the rise of print culture. Jacqueline Rose, on the other side, doubted that for “children’s fiction”, it

is adults who write, publish and criticize it (Rudd, 2010, p. 8).

With the prominence of the appearance of the theoretical aspect of this literature in the
West, there comes the comparable significant appearance of its theoretical feature in the Arab
world. It is said that the historical patterns in the development of children’s literature are the same
in any literature, transcending national and even time boundaries (O’Sullivan, 2005, p. 53). In
terms of surpassing nationality there comes what is known as Multicultural literature.
Multicultural studies, among others, explore how far literature can be useful in teaching about
issues of race or gender (Hunt, 2005, p. 95). This literature is analogous to the nation's rising
reaction of the infusion of cultures into its main one, and to the growing access to a global or all-
inclusive society. It helps children see themselves in the books they read. Also it contributed
greatly to children's understanding of their generations, their community, and their world
(Pavonetti, 2004, p.232).

1.3 Arab and Iragi Literature
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In contrast, children’s literature in the Arab homeland, like any other children literature in the
world, has witnessed certain changes and elevations as a reaction to the global and regional
impacts. Normally, like Iraqgi children literature, it is filled with didactic, ideological and moral
concerns. For Iraqi Children’s Literature, it is regarded as one of the most fertilized fields having a
focus on prose writing, poetry, media, and criticism during the twentieth century. The main form
of the printed texts is magazines. It also has witnessed a kind of progression in the fields of

translation, issuing literary texts, creativity, up to the phase of authentic writing.

Up till now, it took Arab-speaking children along time to be regarded an intended audience
(Mdalle, 2003). Thus, writing for children has not flourished until recently and Children’s
Literature was not acknowledged in the Arab world until the late 19™ century (Abu Nasr, 1996).
With a biographical literary book in three volumes entitled Guide to Arab Children’s Literature by
Al-Hajji, the period from 1950-1999 is well covered and shows that the production of this
literature was published mainly by almost all Arab countries. Iraq is strongly present in the first
volume of this book, but is utterly absent in the two consequent volumes covering specially the
period 1991-1999 (Mdallel, 2004).

The detail of the geography and history of Irag as an inter-textual involvement cannot be
presumed, at least not for its Western readership; accordingly, they are dealt with by way of
description, the need to fill inter-textual gaps to activate a positive reading experience in their
young readers which may be one of the single distinctive characteristics of children’s literature
(Hunt, P., 2005, p.176). Apparently, Iraq witnessed a flourishing in Children’s Literature during
the 1970s when foreign experts were called in to guide local writers on how to create good books

for children. This came into an entry at the phase of the Iran-Iraq war in 1980 (Ibid., p.783).

Instead Iraq, among other few Arab countries, continue encouraging his local authors with
no visible contribution to children’s literature in the Arab World. Besides, the need to encourage
more writers and illustrators to work in this field leftovers, and there is also a need to a large
number of children's books libraries to let books be available for all children. Meanwhile, there are
many magazines which are a comparatively low-cost way of getting a good quality material to as
many children as possible. Majalati, established in Iraq 1969, is a general-interest magazine for 5
to 14 years old (Ibid.).
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In addition to that, a number of specialist writers in Iraq dedicated series of story books to
Iragi children. Hadi Noman Al-Hiti, Abdul Ilah Maaruf, Maysaloun Hadi, Farouq Youssif,
Muhamad Shamsi, Talal Hassan, and Shafig Mahdi are among the most influential writers for
children in Irag. Mainly, their writings date back to decades preceding 2003. For example, the
novelist and essayist Maysaloun Hadi varies the aspects of this trend. Her book of collected works
which comes in 280 pages of medium size, contains six stories and novels in which the titles may
indicate their contents. The first story is entitled “The Amazing Ring”, the second “The Last
Attack of Scorpio”, “The Mystery of the Strange Object”, “The Deadly Error”, “The Magic Bird”
and “The Three Points”. They fall within the sphere of fiction and science fiction that reflect the

exotic and scientific imagination (Juha, 2016).

1.4 Themes of Children’s Books

Theme is defined as a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work that may be stated
directly or indirectly. Children’s books should be written with appropriate age theme. The

following themes are among other updated themes:

1- Friendship: Friendship is a very common need for children and therefore, any book that

uses this theme is desirable reading.

2- Family: All families are different, and yet there is something common in family life

3- Prejudice: Bigotry and prejudice show the horrors of racism and their effect on children.
4- Growing up: Maturing and facing adolescence are common themes in children’s books.

5- Inspiring life experience: Having real stories of famous successful people is so
enriching.
6- Understanding others in our classroom, city, town, etc.: To make them feel others with

acceptance.

7- Morality: Like courage, honesty, kindness, etc. This is the overall demand of families

and the whole society.
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8- Self-confidence: Like overcoming challenges, independent personality.

2. Literature Review

Having a great impact, children literature has made great shifts in the types, amounts, and
the number of novelists tackling topics dedicated to children all over the world. Certain researches
have been made about this emerging type of literature. Al-Hazza and T. Bucher (2008) have made
a study entitled " Building Arab Americans’ Cultural Identity and Acceptance With Children’s
Literature” this study explains how Middle Eastern children are influenced by Western children
literature rather than their own cultural literature. That is why, the study concludes that
multicultural children literature must be introduced during their primary school so that they can be

familiar with it.

Al-khory (2010), "Where Are You From? Writing Home in Palestinian Children’s
Literature", this study 'Home' and the state of not consuming one is exemplified by the children’s
book — published in Beirut in 1975 — called al-Bayt. This word bayt in Arabic means ‘house’ as
well as 'home'- a look at an internal side where a little, doll-like girl plays with a doll in a
surrounding of obvious peace and security. The book is anticipated for young children, and
its text is simple and easy, givingitems of vocabulary as well as awareness about ‘home’ or

‘homes’.

These studies frame the political as well as the social dimensions in tackling stories while

addressing children in general and Iragi or Arab children in particular..
3. Statement of the study

After certain political calamities in Irag in the modern times, this literature observes considerable
measure of unclear, wavy outcomes. It becomes impregnated with variable tendencies and
demands. In addition to this, it becomes overloaded with obstacles like; being unable to compete
the political and business magazines, being unattainable for the weak distribution all over the
country, the unpromising artistic outcome, the shortage of the qualified editors, and the high
expensive expenditure of issuing them. Accordingly, producing and tracing this production of

children’s literature witnesses a kind of retreat.
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Furthermore, No-Iraqgi writers mark a tendency of writing to and about Children in Iraqg.
This trend, globally, is accompanied with facilities and features that are opposite to deficiencies
mentioned above. It gets a world-wide distribution, a good-look printed design, and a
documentary that spreads and can be traced easily through the sites of the net. So, the research
study aims to make a kind of comparison between the amount, categories, themes, and designs of
the texts of the Iraqi children’s literature written by Iraqi and non-Iraqi writers, especially after
2003.

4. Research Objectives

As an overview, not too much studies have been made about Arab children's literature, and
particularly Iragi children's literature. Moreover, some of these studies are conducted as
anthologies. Academic studies do not have the facility to follow and bring about very specialist
researches because of the shortage in local references and the lack of documenting the previous

ones academically.
That is why, this study aims at:

1- Disclosing the literary product, (short stories, plays, poems, ...) for children in the last

two decades (following 2003).

2- Intended search will be done about the types and the trends adopted by Iragi writers and

non-lraqi writers for children in the selected time.
3- Although it is meant for children, a psychological dimension is supposed to be involved in it.

4- Having a survey about the writers of this genre in Iraq will let the findings decide whether those

writers are specialists in writing for children or it is regarded as a sub-sided profession, in general.
5. Research Questions

1- What are the main issues, categories, designs and themes of the Iraqi children literature in the

contemporary texts?
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2- What are the similarities and differences between the texts issued for children during the last

two decades by Iragi and non-Iraqi writers?
6. Methodology

One of the most important literary theories is “Text Analysis Theory”. By its title, this theory
deals thoroughly with literary texts. Textual analysis is the method that communication
researchers use to describe and interpret the characteristics of a recorded or visual message.

1. The purpose of textual analysis is to describe the content, structure, and functions of the
messages contained in texts.

2. The important considerations in textual analysis include selecting the types of texts to be
studied, acquiring appropriate texts, and determining which particular approach to employ in
analyzing them (Frey, L., Botan, C., & Kreps, G., 1999).

7. Conceptual Framework:

Western children’s
literature

The characteristics e

of children’s books

"Textual Analysis e

Theory"

Eompateditons written by Iragi and

Non-lraqi writers

Oldand e
contemporary lraqi
children’s boo

Arab and lragi e
Children's Literature

8. Iraqi children literature Production after 2003 by Non-lIragi Authors

As a literary production, Iraqi children literature is written by some non-Iragi authors with an
overall look at the general situation in Iraq especially after2003. As an example, Emmanuel Kelly
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(2018) <by Mamen Sénchez and Zuzanna Celej. In this story Emmanuel Kelly was born and
abandoned into war-torn Irag. He was raised at an orphanage before being adopted and brought to
Australia for life-changing surgery. Emmanuel's sheer passion for singing, for life, and for
‘dreaming big' in the face of huge obstacles led him to achieve his dream of becoming a singer.
This is his inspiring story (https://diversebookfinder.org/ethnicity/iraqi/). Here, the diasporic

element of the child hero is so essential to reflect the psychological dimension.

In another true story entitled 'The Librarian of Basrah," written by Jeanette Winter (2005),
Alia Muhammad who is a librarian for about fourteen year in a library where people meet to read,
borrow, and search for references. At the broken down of the war on Iraq in 2003, this woman
tries to protect thirty thousand books at her home so that the destruction caused by this invasion
will not damage her place of work (Ibid.). Such a story resembles heroic Iraqi figures after 2003 to

be a good motive for others survival.

The rest of the texts produced by non-Iragi authors are like, 'Lost and Found Cat' (2017) by
Doug Kuntz, Amy Shrodes and Sue Cornelison which pictures an Iragi family forced to flee their
home. 'The World is not a Rectangle' (2017), a biography of architect Zaha Hadid, who grew up in
Baghdad and went on to design buildings all over the world. This story is depicting an iconic Iraqi

woman for Iraqi people and all over the world.

In addition to the above texts, 'When the Animals Saved the Earth' (2015) by Alexis
(Rabiah) York Lumbard and Demi, The trial of the millennium: animals against humans. Brought
before the spirit king, and accused by the animals with distributing fear and pain all over the land,
the humans must response for their actions (Ibid.). This kind of stories help encourage children to

widen the scope of their thinking dreamily.

'Mohammed’s journey' by Anthony Robinson and Annemarie (2011), 'Joha Makes a Wish'
by Eric A. Kimmel and Omar Rayyan (2010), '‘Much, much better' by Chaim Kosofsky and Jessica
Schiffman (2008), 'Silent music' by James Rumford (2008), and others are giving hand to the
imagination, entertainment, and love of adventures to Iragi children, generally. As a result, non-
Iraqi authors dedicate their work to picture ideal reflective stories for the children of Iraq

especially after 2003.

10
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9. Definitions of Terms

1- microcosm: a philosophical idea, or a feature present in all what is called esoteric

schools or mysterious ways of thinking.

2- time-slip fantasy: it is a plot device used in fantasy and science fiction in which a
person, or a group of people, seem to travel through time by unknown means for a period of time.

3- multicultural literature: It is parallel to the nation’s growing awareness of the infusion
of cultures into its main one, and to the increasing access to a global or worldwide society. It helps
children see themselves in the books they read. Also it contributed greatly to children's

understanding of their classmates, their community, and their world (Pavonetti, 2004, p.232).

10. Recommendations

With the growing recognition of and need for quality multicultural literature comes another
phenomenon of the 1980s. It paralleled the nation’s growing awareness of the infusion of cultures
into our own nation and our increasing access to a global society. That is why, multicultural
literature suits a multicultural society like that of Malaysia. So, Children’s literature in Malaysia

could be taken into consideration in the future academic studies.
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