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Publishing Instruction

A) Evaluation:

The journal aims to publish substantial scientific papers not
previously published in any field of knowledge.

The researcher should present three copies of the paper
typed on A4 besides a ( CD ). =
Number of pages of the paper should not exceed (25) pages;
otherwise the researcher has to pay 1 thousand I.D. For
any additional page.

Title of the paper should be on the top centre of the first
page. The name of the researcher should be on the top left
hand of the first page of the paper. I the is written by two
researchers, the second researcher’s name should be put on
the top right hand. The academic title, name of university
and college should be indicated below researchers’ names.
An absiract in Arabic and English should be presented for
each paper. It should be within (150- 200) words, showing
purpose of the paper, results and recommend actions.
Printed pictures, diagrams and tables are to be presented in
separate pages. They should be given separate page
numbers referred to in the body of the paper.

Issuing in structure Scientific procedure followed:-

The paper is sent to two reviewers. One reviewer is from

inside the unmiversity while the other is from outside the
university. The evaluation is done in strict secrecy and within
specialization.
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B) Publication
The papers are published according to the dates of submission and
proportional to different specializations.

* The journal which bears the name of the University of Kirkuk
/ Humanities Studies publishes papers dealing exclusively with
humanities.

s Language of the journal

The main language of the journal is Arabic. The journal also
publishes in other languages such as English, Kurdish and

Turkish.

References are arranged alphabetically and put together with the notes,
at the end of the paper.
Legal and scientific rights

The paper is published under the name of the researcher who receives a
copy of it
The rescarcher has the right to present his'her papers for scientific
promeotion, or malice references to them in other papers.
« The time span between submission and acceptance of the paper:
[- Three months whether the result is positive or negative.
2- In case of delay, the evaluation is extended for one month.
3- In the case of refusal or apology by a reviewer, the evaluation is
extended for six months.

Publication Fees

1- 100,000 L.Dy. For Professors.

2- 75,000 LD, For Assistant Professors.
3- 60,000 LI} For Instructors and below.
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The Acquisition of Fricatives and Affricates by Mosuli Children
between 2 and 5 years

Umayvya L. Younis Zena M. Khidhir
Mosul University / College of Education for Humanities
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Abstract

The present study deals with the acquisition of fricatives and
affricates by Mosuli children of the age 2-5 years old. It describes
the way in which these sounds are acquired by those children. So,
48 children were needed for this study, They were divided into two
age groups. Each group contained 24 children. A group of pictures
were presented for the children to test their pronunciations of
fricatives and affricates. Their speech has been recorded and
analysed. It is found that, the acquisition of these sounds was
gradual and that children do not acquire fricatives and affricates at
the same rate. The children used many phonological processes
throughout the process of acquisition to simplify their speech, such
as: assimilation, deletion and substitution. The study has shown
that the earliest fricative sounds to be acquired was /f/ and / ¥
followed by the palato alveolar /d3/, /f, /tf/; the alveolars /s/, [s/, /z/,
rl, the glottal /h/ and the uvular fx/ with [0/, [/, 8 and /x/ being the
most difficult
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Key of Mosuli Arabic Symbols(l)
A. Consonants.

| 12 as in: paal fMahmar/ "red"”

b/ as in: iy /bazhy/ "door"

Ip/ as in: Bag {parda/ "curtain"
mF-’;f' as in: O AinS "fig"

8/ as in: ag fu:m/ "parlic"

/ dy/ as in: Ja /dzabal" "mountain"

Y as in: s fda:j/ "tea"

/ hf as in: Jua Mabil/ "rope"

/x/ as in: Fla Ixjazw/ "eucumber"

fd/ as in: Cad i/ "religion"”

o/ as in: ik 3 /dahah/ "gold"

Irl as in L frahma/ "a girl's name"

fz/ as in: = fze:t/ "oil"

s/ as in: e fsillam/ "ladder"

/]! as in: by i ffari:t/ "ribbon"

/s/ as in: (e g fsu: sif "chick"

Mt/ as in: ik fte:w/ "bird"

18/ as in: Ak | Idafar/ "a girl's name"

fi/ as in: L fein/ "eve"

¥/l as in: A frrazb/ "crow"

/i as in: o gl /Muzs/ "money"
_Iq.l' as in: L pald fqoa:mu:s/ "dictionary"

k/ as in: q-n-'n Tkiwsi/ "chair"

/g/ as in: il fgla:s/ "glass"

Y
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IE as in: Ca g flajmu:n/ "lemon"

!/ as in: sl Mlati:ff "a boy's name"

/m/ as in: il fmaktab / "bureau"

/n/ as in: gl Ina:¥! "fire"

/h/ as in: ETRN fhudhud/ "hoopoe™

fw/ as in: LY fwarag/ "paper"

/jf as in: dalay /jama:ma/ "a girl's name"
_B. Yowels, e 5=

Short vowels

/il as in: s | Ixibiz/ "bread"”

/af as in: ephet !, /maktab/ "bureau"

/u/ as in 2 ‘hudhud/ "heopoe"

(1)see (£ena,2003)

Long Vowels.

fizf as im: L fdizn/ “religion”

Je:/ as in: s /be:t/ "house"

fa:f as in: ald fma:m/ ::?:ingj {for

Ju:f as in: p /mu:m/ "lemon™

/2:f as in: -l frazhf "robe"

1. Introduction

The language acquisition of all children occurs gradually
throughout interaction with people and through the environment
in which they live. The environment which surrounds them is the

major source of acquiring language. All children acquire their
language through listening. Listening is an easy and direct way that
enables them to acquire language (Hirmiz, 1989:46 and Internet: 1).
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Acquisition can be defined as a process of learning a particular
aspect of a language and then language as a whole (Crystal, 1994:
3f). Children often begin to produce a variety of single unit
utterances from the age of cighteen months (Ingram, 1976: 11;
Aitchison, 1987; 12 and Yule, 1996: 179).

The acquisition of speech sounds occurs at the beginning of
language learning. Children have to learn to distinguish sounds in
order to acquire words and sentences {Internet: 2). From birth on,
children are programmed to develop speech and language.
Language development continues throughout early childhood and
on into adolescence (Internet: 3).

It is difficult to be precise about the exact phonological

development; and the way in which vowels and consonanl are
acquired varies from child to child. When a sound is mastered, it
may be used only in the pronunciation of certain words and may be
missing or pronounced incorrectly in others (Internei: 4). Children
usually replace difficult sounds with sounds that are easier for
them to articulate or they may drop difficult sounds altogether.
Although sounds tend to be acquired in the same order across
languages, one should keep in mind that different children may
find different sounds casier or more difficult, i.e. cach child will
have his/her own individual learning strategies. The important
thing is that there is process in their development (Internet: 5).

Children do not use language like adults because they are
developing physically and cognitively and their vocal tracts are not
developed yet enough Acquiring language is a gradual, lengthy
process and when L'hl;ll:ll'tl'l try to acquire the sounds of a language ,
they make errors’. These errors are called phonological processes”
{Internet: 5).

{1} These "errors” are in facl not errors at all, but a necessary part of the
process of language acquisition. That is, they will disappear in time (Internei: 5).
(2) Phonological processes are patterns of sownd errors that children wse to
simplify speech as they are learning to 1alk (Internet: 7)

e
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The present study deals with the acquisition of fricatives and
affricates by forty-eight Mosuli children of the age two-five years
old’. It can be said that fricatives and affricates’ are the most
difficult sounds for children to acquire, so they avoid words that
begin with those sounds (Ingram, 1978: 64f[. and Internet: 6).
Thus, the acquisition of sixteen sounds in different word positions,
i.e. word-initial, word-medial and word-final, will be studied and
analysed (see appendix: 2), They are the following: /f/ - 0/ - /d/ -/d/ -
Is) = I5d = Fel= Il - Il - IxS - Fel-Mhd -ff-M/-1 d3/-and / ).

{3) All these children are normal and they speak the Mosuli dialect which is the
dialect spoken in the city of Mosul, the second biggest city in Irag (Saeed, 1998:

1 Sand Sa ced, 2006; 69L).
(4) For the description of fricatives and afTricates in Mosul Arabic, see appendix:
1.

2. The Aims of the study
This paper sets out to achieve the following aims:

1- Describing and analysing the acquisition of Arabic fricative
and affricate consonants by Mosuli children between two
and five years old.

2. ldentifying the methods of simplification used by Mosuli
Arabic children at the earlier stages of fricatives and
affricates acquisition

3- Analysing and discussing these methods or the phonologiesl
processes that occur in the speech of Mosuli Arabic children

Presenting the stages of development for fricatives and affricates
acqguisition by Mosuli children

3. The Procedure

The producer followed in this study is as follows:

Two groups of pictures were prepared. These pictures include
words of different syllable structure and different grammatical
categories. The first group includes (48) pictures. The words of the
pictures for this group are all of one or two syllables.

i



