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Western religious habitus and its social manifestations
A sociological review of religious and secular habitus in
Western society
dr. Nidal Issa Krif

Al-Mustansiriya University/College of Arts
Abstract:

Habitus refers to a group of individuals' ways of being, doing, and thinking
that are acquired through the learning process associated with their original
group, i.e., through the process of socialization and its multiple channels.
The religious habitus is one of the tools and arms of the general habitus.

Usually, each era has a major religious habitus that dominates the mentality
of individuals and gives them preparations and interpretations of religious
issues and issues and gives them directions for each new or religious
emergency, given that the habitus has provided its members through the
stages of social and religious upbringing with a map of knowledge to
confront religious situations.

The basic idea of the research stems from the idea that the religious habitus
in Western society is dominated by social, cultural and political systems of a
secular orientation, because the modern state, with its many institutions, has
stripped religion of its authority and mission in religious devotion and added
a secular character to Western society and thus became incapable of forming
identities. Religious affairs in light of the decline of religious habitus due to
the effects of secularization processes that separated the
religious/ecclesiastical and secular/temporal courts. This eventually led to
what Charles Tyler called the process of "disenchanting the world.” This also
led to the production of isolated and different selves as a result of the
exposure of individuals in the era of cosmic modernity to the absence of
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levels of social stability and integration, due to the existence of alternative
ways of living the world around them after the decline of the influence of
religion and the church in a special sphere. This matter affected the
educational institution and the Western educational curricula that were swept
by secularization, which contributed to the manufacture of (a new religious
habitus), as individuals became under the pressure of the continuous
secularization contexts and alone in the educational institution they sought to
bring about change in Western society. This research came in three main
topics:

1-The first topic: the religious habitus and the religious habitus / meaning
and significance

2-The second topic: Western religious habitus and the processes of
secularism.

3- The third topic: Religious habitus and the contexts of secularization in the
field of education.

Keywords: (habitus, religion, secularism, educational institution)
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