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A Comparison of the Markov Chains, Artificial Neural
Networks, and ARIMA for Forecasting of Iraq's Population

Dr. Ramya Al-Jubaili
Tishreen University / College of Economics / Department of Statistics and
Programming/ Syria
Abstract:

Statistical methods play an important role in building models that predict the size of the
population and thus they help in setting economic and social development plans.

This study aims to compare between Markov chains, artificial neural networks, and ARIMA
to predict the population of Iraq, based on the data of the population of Iraq for the period
1977-2007.

By comparing these models using the criteria of MAE and RMSE, it was concluded that the
ARIMA model (1,1,1) is the best model to get on accurate predictions. based on this model,
The population of Iraq were predicted until 2030.
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Al S 22 RAND( ) z erf~1(z) t
Gl

1977 | 12000000 | 0,363115399 | -0,273769203 -0,24752384 | 0,649948
1978 | 12405000 | 0,353494901 | -0,293010197 -0,26579311 | 0,624112
1979 | 12821000 0,62720294 0,25440588 0,22941834 1,324447
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1981 | 13669000 | 0,286357352 | -0,427285296 -0,39884369 0,43595
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1983 | 14586000 | 0,688302827 | 0,376605654 0,34721587 1,491037
1984 | 15077000 | 0,344616059 | -0,310767883 -0,28270497 | 0,600195
1985 | 15585000 | 0,722729249 | 0,445458498 0,41781613 1,590881
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1988 | 16882000 | 0,265792293 | -0,468415414 -0,44235236 | 0,374419
1989 | 17428000 | 0,631704603 | 0,263409205 0,23784188 1,336359
1990 | 17890000 | 0,615587368 | 0,231174735 0,20775791 1,293814
1991 | 18419000 | 0,550679338 | 0,101358676 0,09006201 1,127367
1992 | 18949000 | 0,256434327 | -0,487131347 -0,46268033 | 0,345671
1993 | 19478000 | 0,759816494 | 0,519632989 0,499011062 | 1,705708
1994 | 20007000 | 0,554855648 | 0,109711296 0,09753637 1,137937
1995 | 20536000 | 0,974721503 | 0,949443006 1,38229235 2,954857
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1996 21124000 0,375184471 -0,249631058 -0,22493914 0,681888
1997 22046000 0,55028649 0,10057298 0,08930263 1,126293
1998 22702000 0,092675357 -0,814649286 -0,93651402 0,32443-
1999 23382000 0,302025533 -0,395948935 -0,36664446 0,481486
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2001 24813000 0,885833851 0,771667702 0,85181334 2,204646
2002 25565000 0,493077673 -0,013844655 -0,012266 0,982653
2003 26340000 0,818391181 0,636782363 0,6429344 1,909247
2004 27139000 0,29106828 -0,417863441 -0,3890318 0,449826
2005 27963000 0,32358248 -0,352835039 -0,32361127 0,542345
2006 28810000 0,281716292 -0,436567416 -0,4084607 0,422349
2007 29682000 0,421641985 -0,156716031 -0,13977675 0,802326
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audl | bl Sl e | X+ 1(xi_g — X) st;(1 - Fiz)% e (el ol
1977 12000000

1978 12405000 12054454 392716,5 12447170
1979 12821000 12456571 833395,5 13289967
1980 13238000 12869610 -150126 12719484
1981 13669000 13283643 274317,3 13557960
1982 14110000 13711575 659220,1 14370795
1983 14586000 14149436 938221,3 15087657
1984 15077000 14622048 377666,9 14999715
1985 15585000 15109554 1001047 16110601
1986 16110000 15613938 240966 15854904
1987 16335000 16135202 1399351 17534553
1988 16882000 16358600 235599,8 16594200
1989 17428000 16901707 840891,5 17742598
1990 17890000 17443821 814120,3 18257941
1991 18419000 17902533 709385 18611918
1992 18949000 18427768 217510,4 18645278
1993 19478000 18953995 1073301 20027296
1994 20007000 19479230 716036,3 20195267
1995 20536000 20004465 1859316 21863781
1996 21124000 20529700 429071,6 20958772
1997 22046000 21113515 708709,3 21822225
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bl Cala (e 401 A4y Hlay 2aae Lol H)SE ) e e

SPSS gl p (e e YL Aalill slae) (10 Jsaal)
Aa Al il (e 230 (s (e 3 sl Juabl JLia) S Ala yall o3 (b e Ulaal) Apand) ASul) gl pals
s Al (14) sl Gsildl (o lmall 4ad BBl (5 550 52l s MAE, RMSE sl (5 lime dad o el
A el zaladll (e JS Gl (g jlall 28
MAE s RMSE 5.l 48y (5 jlaa s Al jall ANN z3lad G 45 )l8a 1(14) Jsaall

35l RMSE MAE

MLP(1—1—1) 3431468 2845779
MLP(1 —2—1) 150927 97901,97
MLP(1 —3—1) 136635,8 98673,87
MLP(1 —4—1) 1494598 97528,1
MLP(1 —5—1) 117824,2 96054,65
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MLP(1 — 10— 1) 162017,2 126758,1
MLP(1 — 15— 1) 587459,9 551260,4
MLP(1 —20 — 1) 6132353 578595,6
MLP(1 — 25— 1) 129077,1 100344,3

SPSS abi (e laie YL Aalill slae) e J gaal)

il 5 Ll o Ji 4SMY @lliy MLP(1 — 5 — 1) s dumd¥) 230l (o i) (14) Jsanll (e oialy
Akl Wl (puae 1 o ssind cOlaaall dh ol ade 5, Al s AY) ililh 4 WMAE, RMSE

Aaly Osmas e (5t gl Gl aall Ak W (g suac § o (g siad duiaall

Il z3sai e Alaie YU Gl el ikl gall 23e) Ayl alll axy ) (15) Jsandl 25l A e slal

: MLP(1 — 5 — 1) inxdll dppaal)

MLP(1 — 5 — 1) gasei (Ao e YU Gl jall Guilal sall 0221 4y 5280 o8 : (15) Jsasd)

Ll sl S e ) 2 i) <l 2
1993 19462729 1977 12208762
1994 20062378 1978 12564680
1995 20684957 1979 12931352
1996 21330887 1980 13309005
1997 22000150 1981 13697921
1998 22692178 1982 14098453
1999 23405746 1983 14511031
2000 24138892 1984 14936175
2001 24888868 1985 15374503
2002 25652135 1986 15826740
2003 26424428 1987 16293716
2004 27200860 1988 16776366
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2005 27976101 1989 17275721
2006 28744587 1990 17792887
2007 29500762 1991 18329016
1992 18885264

SPSS gl p (e Aaie YL Aalill slae) (1o Jsaal)
ARIMA zigaiy s be Judla g Ao lila) dpuandl CASUEY 73 gad ¢ 458413
Lad il any 3 zasaill JLidY RMSE,MAE 44l juleall o slaie¥) &5 GOl wiladl (g dAlaliall
i) 8 ST 505 08 4l Ul 5 Uaa DU

A el i) il ; (16) Jsaad)

] MAE RMSE

ARIMA(L,1,1) 63536.364 110101.095
oS 801350.6 2214636.803

MLP(I —5— 1) 96054,65 117824,2

sl dlae) pe Jsanll
MAE, asiill 5 jlinal ad J8 4S30Y Uadll dad Ji axs ARIMA(1,1,1) zasa of 2a3 Gl Jaall g
A= j.\.un A (17) Jsasll u_la:u Llitial) gl dalee L salaie | e SUA LS_)AY‘ CJ\.AJ\; 4l RMSE
ARIMA(1,1,1) laaiuls 2030 ale 4l 3l jall S

ARIMA(L,1,1)z3sedl e slaie Wl ¢l jall Gl sall 3ad 5l adl) : (17) Jsaad)

) ARIMA(L,1,1) ) ARIMA(L,1,1)
2008 30509775 2019 39247708
2009 31331419 2020 40012690
2010 32147112 2021 40773384
2011 32957027 2022 41529914
2012 33761335 2023 42282402
2013 34560199 2024 43030969
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2014 35353781 2025 43775727
2015 36142234 2026 44516790
2016 36925709 2027 45254266
2017 37704353 2028 45988259
2018 38478307 2029 46718873

2030 47446206

SPSS abi e (e alaie YL Aalll slac) e J gaal)

rcilua 5il) 5 ilidl) 4

sl Lo g Al ilill) aa cuils

Jia) o sedal Le 138 5 Sl dae b ) ol a0 A B jEie e Gl el (el gall a2ed A3 AL ]

Baagll e

G le Judluy Apelihual) dpasl) IS 723 503 aladinly 31 el S a3ed dyie 31 Alulall dadai 23 2
cus ARIMA z35ai g
leliadl jlaal s da yia) ziladll o dlaliadl A e Goslal JS0 Gl soll 23 Zasall sl a3 3

.MAE ¢ RMSEMAPE 44l [yladl e slaic YL

55l ARIMA (1,1,1) g3 sa8 slaie) 23 63 jliaall 330 zilaill o Abalial) o5 gl (< 23 jLid) 2y 4
MAE ¢ RMSE Usall Za J8l axy (31 5 0yl jall (il sall ey
&) deadd ) el bl gall Slael 335 ARIMA (1,1,1) gised M (e Lo (il ailll jedai 5

.2030 o= 4 47446206

slua il

Ll lgaa s DA (bl gall 02ny 5031 3 L) G gl a3 ) 2 3ladll aladiny Lpe sSal) Clgall s ]
Ol 2aey dlalall 3ab 3 e Aaalll cilalia ) galddl 4 gail)
Ol yall il gall aaey 5l 48y ST 3 gt () J e sl AL 3laill A allad Glasinl 2
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