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Abstract

The anthropology of art attempts to focus on material objects. Less
attention has been paid to physical performance (music, dance,
theatre) despite pioneering work by anthropologists such as Victor
Turner in recent decades. Anthropological approaches to
performance differ from performance studies and the field of
performance. Anthropologists explore the relationship between
society and representations. Dramatic and artistic productions,
anthropological approaches to performance reflect a range of
anthropological concerns with social structure, function, meaning,

identity and experience that the study of the performing arts shares.
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