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Two Samaritan Interpretations of Genesis 6: 3

Prof. Dr. Haseeb Shehadeh

The University of Helsinki/ Department of Cultures

Abstract:

“And Shehmaa said, My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, whether he is bone or flesh, And
his days shall be one hundred and twenty years™”, is recited today by the Samaritans as: wya,imOr
$€md 1a yédon ruwwi baddm laldm afS84gdm T basar wayyu yamo ma: wiSrOm $€na. Various
interpretations of this verse have been suggested, particularly regarding the expression “la yédon
ruwwi”. Different renderings have also been given the verse in Samaritan Aramaic (Targum) and in
Samaritan Arabic translations of the Torah, as well as in modern Christian Arabic translations. Each
of the Samaritan Aramaic translation (Targum) of the Torah, as well as the Arabic translation has an
old version and a newer version. In Aramaic both versions are anonymous, but in Arabic the old
version is ascribed to the prominent Samaritan scholar, Ishaq (Aba Ibrahim) b. Marhiv (Farag) b.
Mariit, known as Abii al-Hasan al-Stir (Av Hisda the Tyrian), between the end of the eleventh century

and the beginning of the twelfth century in Damascus.
Keyword-Two Samaritan interpretations of Genesis 6: 3; Sadaqah the physician <13th cent.; Pinhas b. Tavia, 19th cent.; manuscripts
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The newer version represents a recension
carried out by Abii Sa.id b. abi al-Husain b. abi
Said, who lived in Egypt in the second half of
the thirteenth century. In his text, as well as in
the older Samaritan version, in Saadia’s Tafsir,
and in modern Arab Christian translations of the
Torah, the verb yédon has been translated with
verbs that mean “to be sheathed, plunged,
thrown, to last, to dwell in, to believe in, to
descend upon,” whereas ruwwi has been
translated as “my flux, my deluge, my desire, my
purpose, my deed, myself, my essence”. This
article concerns two Samaritan interpretations of
, both of which have been preserved 3: 6Genesis
in manuscript. The first interpretation is that of
Sadaqgah b. abi al-Farag Munagga b. Sadaqah b.
Gariib the Damascene, known as Sadagah al-
Hakim, Sadaqah the physician, who died in
AD. Sadaqah’s 1223H. - 620Harran ca.
interpretation of the book of Genesis is the
oldest commentary to come down to us , and his
interpretation has been conserved mainly in two
sources. The first source is manuscript R.
, housed in the Bodleian 301Huntington
Library at Oxford, and the second is manuscript
, today in the Russian National 14Cam III
Library in Saint-Petersburg. In presentations
given before the third and fifth international
conferences on Samaritan studies held in Paris in
, I dealt with the 2000and Helsinki in 1992
contents and the linguistic components of the
Bodleian manuscript, which is superior to the
Saint Petersburg source. Both manuscripts are
almost complete; they have no colophons, but
probably date back to the fourteenth century. R.
tolios,  203comprises 301Huntington

and concluding 2: lbeginning with Genesis
14, whereas Cam III 5: 50with Genesis
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given, as a rule, in Samaritan characters. Here for
the first time the two interpretations are being
published, accompanied by marginal notes and
followed by my translation into Hebrew. The
core of al-al-Hakim’s comment concerns the
meaning of ruwwi; he says that when this word
is related to God, it means “a divine secret” that
is “the speaking power”, which is a “divine
essence” characteristic of human beings. God
granted this power to man in order to distinguish
between right and wrong beliefs, between truth
and lies in speech, between good and evil deeds.
When ruwwi becomes defiled by sordid deeds
and sins, it should be separated from the body
and tormented in the hereafter. Other views and
explanations are also mentioned. Pinhas’s
interpretation deals with the two natures of man,
the divine and the human, the spirit and the
body. God called the divine nature “my life”.
First God made Adam out of earth, and then he
endowed his creation with life and spirit. Eternal
life is impossible for human beings because they
are sinful. In other words, the unification of the
divine element with the human element is
qwn stands for pawa .years 120limited to

because both words have the same numerical

value of their characters, namely
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1:4pages, beginning with Genesis 227contains
. The scholar 16: 49and ending with Genesis
) chose 1986-1918Ayala
as the subject of 301manuscript R. Huntington

Lowenstamm  (

her doctoral dissertation under the supervision
) and began 1913-19070f Ze,ev Ben Hayyim (
the

Lowenstamm died before completing her

rendering text into Hebrew. Sadly,
pages that she completed 65research. The first
were photographed, translated into Hebrew,
Other 2008and published in Jerusalem in
fragments of manuscripts preserved in the
Russian National Library, including Sadagah’s
Pentateuchal commentaries, are the sources
. This 44, and 15, 6, 5, 3designated as: Sam III
-1788library possesses Abraham Firkovich’s (
1,350) famous collection of approximately 1874
Samaritan manuscripts, which have been
classified into fourteen categories. The third
category, Sam III, is devoted to manuscript
commentaries on the Torah. Altogether there
manuscript fragments comprising a total 52are
folios, authored by seventeen 330, 2of ca.
writers and copied between the fourteenth and
the eighteenth centuries. The second Samaritan
comes from 3: 6interpretation of Genesis
), 1898-1840Pinhas b. Isaac b. Salama b. Tavia (
a Levite priest. This interpretation appears in a
brief chapter of a modern manuscript that has
been bound and given the title “Sabil al-lahfan
li-ma.rifat al-,iman,” meaning “the path of the
puzzled to knowing the faith”. The material for
this book was either collected or penned by the
), 2010-1927late High Priest, Elazar Sadaqa (
. In this article 1979who also copied the text in
an attempt was made to present or refer to the

information available the

Sadagah and Pinhas.

two
Both

interpretations are in the Arabic language and

on above

commentators,

script, but quotations from the Pentateuch are
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