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Abstract
The study of the foreign policies of small states started from

basic assumptions developed by the realist school revolving
around the inability of these international units to protect
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themselves or ensure their existence without external assistance
from a superpower or a regional power because of the limited
capabilities and weaknesses of their capabilities, and that small
states are subject to the effects of the structures of the
international system and the features that characterize it more
severe than other countries. This in turn leads to the other
assumption defended by the realists, which is that the foreign
policies of small countries seem to be similar or identical to a
large extent, and they do not deviate from the pattern of adaptation
and compatibility with the status quo and submission to the major
countries. However, the small states, whether during the Cold War
or afterwards, showed behavior that almost deviated from this
prevailing impression of them, as some of them adopted a pattern
of policies that differed from their peers, and that the explanation
for this was due to the influence of the internal environment in
decision-making more than the environment International.

Key Words: Foreign policy, Small States, Neorealism, Small
States Strategies.
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