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Abstract

Self-motivation and its relationship to cognitive processing among middle school students.
The aim of the current research is to identify the level of self-motivation and the level of
cognitive processing among middle school students, as well as to identify the significance of
the statistical differences of the research variables, gender (male - female), and
specialization (scientific - literary), and to achieve the goals of the current research, the
researcher prepared a motivation scale As for cognitive processing, the researcher adopted
the Schmeck scale (Schmeck: 1989), which was Arabized by (Al-Ghurairy 2003). The
psychometric characteristics were extracted from the validity and reliability of both scales.
The research sample consisted of two samples of middle school students, including (385)
male and female students representing the construction sample, the statistical analysis
sample, and (470) male and female students representing the basic application sample.
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The current research reached a set of results that can be summarized as follows:

1- The respondents have a good level of self-motivation

2- The sample members have a high level of cognitive processing

3- There are statistically significant differences in self-motivation according to the gender
variable (males - females) in favor of males and specialization (scientific - literary) in favor of
science.

4- There are statistically significant differences in cognitive processing according to the
gender variable (males - females) in favor of males and specialization (scientific - literary) in
favor of scientific.

5-There is a correlation between self-motivation and cognitive processing among middle
school students.

The results were interpreted and discussed in the light of the theoretical framework,
previous studies, and the researcher's experience.

Keywords: self-motivation, cognitive processing, middle school students, demographic
variables.
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