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Abstract:

The sect-based violence overwhelmed Iraq after the
US-led invasion of 2003. Most of the scholars who
discussed the sectarian issue in the country supported
their claims depending on some events and official
statements. As a result, it has been uneasy to track the
changes of the sect-based attitudes and how the sub-
national identities can affect the political behavior of
both Sunnis and Shias. In order to understand these
different attitudes, the author used surveyed conducted in
Irag from 2011 to 2022. These rounds of surveys were
helpful in comparing the attitudes of people from both
sects over the time and to measure the possible
differences. Analyzing surveys has revealed many
interested findings. First, while Sunnis tend to be passive
in the elections until 2013, their turnouts have increased
after that comparing with the Shias. Second, the low trust
of Sunnis in the national government has also increased
to be higher than the Shia’s whose trust has dramatically
decreased over the time. Finally, it seems that the social
trust among people from both sects has also increased by
accepting each other more than before.
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