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Abstract:

Following the Houthi takeover of power in Yemen in 2014, Saudi Arabia led
a military coalition in March 2015 in order to restore the legitimate Yemeni
government to power, and ending the Houthi control on the areas they acquired.
With the beginning of the military operations against Yemen, Washington
announced its intelligence and logistical support for allied forces. However, the
war continued increased civilian casualties, as well as outbreaks of disease,
epidemics and hunger. This pushed the Obama administration to attempting to
end the crisis with peaceful solutions, and reduced its support for the coalition.
But, with the arrival of the US president Donald Trump came to power in 2017,
Washington has increased its support for the coalition in general and Saudi
Arabia in particular, which is reflected on the deterioration of the general
conditions in Yemen, and the crisis intensified, at time there was no indications
to achieve a decisive victory for one of the parties to the conflict.

Key words: The Yemeni war, the United States and Yemen, Decisive Storm, the
Yemeni crisis, restoring hope
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON. DC 203011000

MAR 1 4 2018
he Honomble Mitchell McConnell

Majority Leader

United States Senate

Washington. DC 20510

Dear Mr. Majority Leader:

I am writing to express the views of the Depantment of Defense (Do) on S.1, RES, 54,
I'e Department opposcs this proposed resolution. | apprecinte Congress’s continued support to
Dol and I welcome discussion of the situation in Yemen. DoD shares your concemn about the
harm to Yemeni civilians and infrastructure, and is working closely with the Department of State
1o support diplomatic negotintions (o resolve the civil conflict and mitiguste the humanitarian
crigis.

Since 2015, the United Suies has provided limited support 1o Saondi-led coalition military
operations to restore the LIN-recognized government of Yemen and preserve Saudi territorial
integrity from Houthi-aligned forces in Yemen. Neither President Obama nor President Trump
authorized the use of U.S. military foree against the Houthis. Our support takes the form of
intelligence sharing. military advice, and logistical support. including air-to-air refucling. This
non-combat support is focused on improving coalition processes and procedures, especially
regarding complinnee with the law of armed conflict and best practices for reducing the risk of
civilian casualtics. With this suppor, Saudi Arabia is able 1o defend itself from missile attscks,
protect freedom of navigution In the Red Sen, and regain territory eaptured by the Irmnian-backed
Houthis afler they seized 1erritory from the Republic of Yemen Government.,

New restrictions on this limited U.S. military support could incrcase civilian casunltics,
jeopardize cooperation with our partners oo counterterrorism, and reduce our influence with the
Saudis — all of which would further exacerbate the situation and humanitarian crisis,
Withdrawing U.S. support would embolden Iran o increase its support to the Houthis, enabling
further ballistic missile swrikes on Snudi Arabia and threatening vital shipping lanes in the Red
Sen, thereby raising the risk of a regional conflict. More broadly, this resolution would
negatively affect our ability to foster long-term relationships. increase interopembility, promote
burden sharing., and bulld strong security partnerships throughout the world.

I ask that Congress not impose restrictions on continued limited LS. military support of
coalition forces in engaging in operations in its legitimate exercise of selli~defense. Thank you lor
your continued support of the Department of Defonse.

5_._____.\(\ VAT,

The Honorable Charles E. “Chuck™ Schumer
United States Senate Minority Leader
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Speaker of the U.S, House of Representatives
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
LS. House of Representatives Minority Leader

Source:

The Washington post. Cited in:
https://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/world/defense-secretary-jim-mattiss-
letter-to-congressional-leaders/2837/
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