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Abstract

Following the recent discovery of oil and gas deposits spread throughout
Egypt, Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine (Israel), Greece, and Turkey, the
Eastern Mediterranean region has gained significant importance due to its
geopolitical and strategic location. Leading the way in eastern
Mediterranean oil and gas exploration are Egypt, Israel, and Cyprus.
Additionally, Turkey views this region as strategically significant, regards
it as a red line in its foreign policy, and opposes regional players who work
against its interests there. As a result, the issue of how much the regional
elements Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, and Israel represented influenced
Turkey's position in the Mediterranean basin region arose. The study aims
to confirm the following hypothesis: the greater the importance of the
region and the more the efforts of regional state actors to challenge
Turkey's regional leadership in the Mediterranean Basin, the more oil and
gas exploration occurs in the region.
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