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Abstract

This research aims at shedding light on the Khirbet Bala’ma Tunnel, located
south of Jenin. One of the most important ancient water systems used in
Palestine, along with the Silwan and Al-Jib (Jerusalem), Tall al-Mutasallem
(Megiddo), Tel Wagas (Tall al-Qudah, Hazor) and Tall Al Gazar (Gezer).
The tunnel was used since the Late Bronze Age until the end of Ottoman
rule. The researchers rely on the field documentation and the study of the
books of travelers and European scholars. Archaeological salvage
excavations were carried out in the tunnel under the supervision of
Palestinian scientists, which discovered parts of the tunnel that were
discovered during two seasons of archaeological work in 1996 and 1997. In

1999, the Department of Palestinian Antiquities repaired and restored it in
collaboration with the University of Leiden and the United Nations
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Development Program. The tunnel was rehabilitated and opened as an
archaeological site for tourists in 2005.

Key Words: Bronze Age, Khirbet Bala’ma, Water System, Tunnel of
Bala’ma, Jenin.
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(PDF). John Murray, Albemarle Street West, London; Macalister, R.A.S. 1907, and “Dairy
of a visit to Safed”, in: Palestine Exploration Quarterly St 39: 91-130.
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> Yeivin, Z. 1973, “Archaeological Activities in Samaria”, in: J. Aviram, ed. Eretz-
Shomron. The Thirtieth Archaeological Convention. September 1972, Jerusalem: 147-162
(Hebrew), English Summary, p. xix f.
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1972.
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Arabia Petraea. VVol. 2. A journal of travels in the year 1838. P. 136. Boston.
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