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Manifestations of Protest in the Art of the Body

Hussein Ali Shnawawidi
Section of Artistic Education/College of Fine arts/ University of Babylon

Abstract

The manifestations of the protest took many methods to denounce the problems and disturbances
facing humanity, which requires addressing them, including the art of the body, which takes in one of
its contemporary orientations images and manifestations of the protest.

The study aimed to identify the manifestations of protest in the art of the body.

After defining the importance of the research and the need for it and defining its terms in the
first chapter, the second chapter included two topics, as the concept of protest was discussed in the first
topic, and in the second topic the body art was explored by describing the artistic trends affecting in the
postmodern era

As for the third chapter, which included the research procedures, as the research community was
explained and the nature of the sample samples in it, as well as how to build a content analysis form in
its final form after verifying its validity and reliability

Among the results of the study:

1- The samples of the research sample confirm the varied technical methods and treatments that
express protest issues through drawing and make-up, and expressing this in terms, poster art, academic
and symbolic technical treatments.

2— The images and forms of protest express objective societal issues that depart from the spirit of
selfishness and narrow self-perception, and this has been embodied in all models of the research
sample.

3— The manifestations of protest through body art do not stop with the boundaries of political and
economic issues, but rather include topics related to ethical aspects, standing against violence, and
creating and alienating a person.

Among the findings of the study:
1- The issues in which protest and rejection are not necessarily limited to aspects related to issues
affecting the protesters ’societies but include societies other than their own, which confirms the
comprehensive humanitarian action in the cases where the protest is taking place.
2- There is something that affirms the right to protest in contemporary Western societies and express
their needs, demands and rights in various ways, including expressing through body art.

Key words: protest - body art - post-modern art
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