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British Policy towards the Jewish Minority in Iraq 1921-1952

Asst. Prof. Dr. Ammar Yousif Abdulla
University of Mosul- College of Basic Education

Abstract

The Jewish minority in Iraq is one of the important rituals in the
composition of Iragi society during the monarchy.

In this light, this study, which dealt with the British Policy
towards the Jewish minority in Iraq between 1921 and 1952, sheds light
on the policy adopted by the British authorities in Irag towards this sect at
different stages in the history of contemporary Iraqg.

The first topic dealt with the British Policy towards the Jews
during the mandate era. The second axis included Britain and the Zionist
activity in lrag. The third axis dealt with the British Position towards the
Farhoud incident in 1941. The British position on the issue of the
displacement of the Jews of Irag from the year 1948-1952.

Keywords: Policy, British, Jewish, Minority, Iraq.
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the more important leaders went to the mutessarif at Mosu! and pleaded for
special concessions to be made to the Yazidis in view of the peculiar tenets of
their faith, which made it difficult for them to serve in the ordinary units of the
Iraqi army. They suggested that the formation of a Yazidi company, to be
commanded by Christian officers, would provide a possible solution. Their
representations were not, however, kindly received by the Government. ._'\ll
concessions were refused, and orders were given for the normal registration
procedure to be carried out in the Sinjar. Some tribesmen submitted, but others
fled from their villages and gathered m armed bands in mountain caves.  Their
principal leader was a chieftain named Daud-i-Daud, a man with a stormy past.
The Government took strong action and concentrated a mixed brigade to deal
with the disaficcted Yazidis. The tribesmen made some resistance at first, but
were eventually overwhelmed, losing upwards of 300 men killed and wounded.
Martial law  was then proclaimed, and the military court set up
in the Sinjar dealt severely with those brought before it. Nine were hanged
and 328 were sentenced to  terms of imprisonment varying  from lifc
lo one year.  Among those hanged were two Christian  notables of
Mosul.  There seems to have been little evidence against them, except
that they were alleged to have been in  touch with the insurgents.
The death sentence was summarily exccuted, and orders which had heen given
that death sentences were to he confirmed by the Cabinet were cither ignored or
did not reach the ollicer commanding the avea placed under martial law. Some
twenty other quite innocent Christians of Mosul were also arrested on suspicion
of complicity in the insurrection, but as a result of representatious by Ilis
Majesty’s limbassy they were released after a few days’ detention.

153. It caunot be denied that the Yazidis were at fault in taking up arms
against the Government, but it is difficult to avoid the impuession that the rising
was suppressed with undue severity and punished with quite unnccessary
harshiess. The two Christians who were hanged appear to have been bad
characters, but their condemnation on insuflicient evidence was little short of
Judicial murder. It caused a panic among the Christians of Mosul, and the
tenseness of the atmosphere was further increased when a detachment of police,
who were entering Mosul on their return from the Sinjar, fired a volley into the
aiv. But, in response to representations made by His Majesty's Ambassador, the
Tragi Government forbade any form of demonstration by the army on its return
to Mosul, and during the following weeks the civil authorities gradually regained
complete control of the situation. .

The Jews. -

154, The bogey of Zionism continues to haunt the Iraqgi Government, and
the authorities are apt to take hasty and ill-considered action whenever they
suspect anyone of spreading Zionist propaganda.

155, In January two teachers of the Shamash Jewish Boys’ School in
Bagdad were suddenly arrested and summarily deported to Dalestine in a most
inconsiderate and unnecessarily harsh manner. ” It was alleged that they had both
been active workers for the Zionist cause, and deportation orders were issued on
the ground that they were undesirable characters. One of the two men was a
Palestinian national and, at the instance of the Government of Palestine,
representations were made on his behalf by His Majesty’s IImbassy. No
satisfactory reply had, however, been received from the Iraqi Government before
the close of the year. ' ;

156.  Other minor instances of the intolerant attitude of the authorities
towards those connected with Zionism were the petty persecution in January of
the semi-oflicial representative in Bagdad of the Zionist Agency and a clumsy
and altogether unjustified attempt to deport Mr. Ben Zvi, the executive chajrman
of the General Council of the Jewish Community of Palestine, who was visiting
Bagdad in July. His Majesty’s Embassy were unable to intervi:ne clfectively on
behalf of the representative of the Zionist Agency as he was an Iragi national,
but Mr. Zvi, being a Palestinian, was successfu{ly protected from the clumsy
stupidity of the Bagdad police. ;
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The remaining scattered groups of his band were soon afterwards easily rounded
up, and it may be hoped that peace will now return to the much devastated
Barzan area.” i ‘

86. ~On the 2Ist March, on the occasion of King Ghazi’s birthday, all those
who had been banished from the disturbed area during the operations against
Khalil Khoshawi were permitted to return to their homes, and in November all
Barzanis who had been imprisoned by court-martial sentence were relcased under
the general pardon proclaimed by Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government.

Kurdish Nationalism. 3

87. During the year under review, political activity in Sulaimani, the
strongest centre of Kurdish national feeling, has shown a marked change. The
local men of influence, instead of heing united as hitherto by a coramon, 1t vague,
national sentiment, have heen gradually drawn into the webh of Bagdad party
intrigue.  Tmproved communications have made it casicr for the influence of
current political development to be felt in Southern Kurdish arcas, and where
once there was nothing but talk of Kurd and Arab, there are now many who
speak of their allegiance to this or that political party or leader in Bagdad.
This change has done no harm. In present circumstances Kurdish nationalism
can bring little good to the Kurds, and it is on the wholo better that they should
be occupied with the party game than with the chimera of Kurdish independence.

Jews.

88. TIn the early autumn the prolonged struggle of the Arabs of Palestine
against Zionism provoked an unpleasant reaction in Iraq. In spite of the efforts
of the Government to repress any demonstrations against the Jews, the more

anatical Arab clements began to show signs of getting out of hand. The first
incident, which occurved at the end of August. was the sniping of the principal
Jewish club in Bagdad. There were no casualtics. About a month later, how-
ever, a leading Jewish citizen—a personal friend of the Prime Minister—uwas
murdered in the main strect of Bagdad.  Although the police at once made
arrangements to provide special protection for the Jews, this murder was followed
by a number of similar outrages in which at least seven more Jews were killed,
inclading one at Basra. Some of these murders had no direct political motive,
but it secemed certain that the murderers made use of the situation to avenge
private grievances under the cloak of political passion,  The Government issued
a communiqué denouncing these ontrages and inereased tho police precautions in
the Jewish quirter.  In spite of an expression of confidence by tho Chief Rabbi
in the goodwill of the Government, the Jews became greatly alarmed and on two
occasions suspended work, remaining shut up in their houses throughout the day.
After the fall of the Yasin Government no further incidents of this kind took
place, and the Jewish community made no secret of their pleasure at the change.
The reason for this was not quite clear. Yasin’s Government had apparently
acted with energy to prevent the spread to Iraq of the quarrel between the Arabs
and the Jews in Palestine. They had suppressed several newspapers which had
tried to stir up popular anger against the Jews, and they repeatedly refused
permission for anti-Zionist, meetings and demonstrations. Nuri, when in Bagdad,
had been particularly active in favour of the Jews, who certainly had no complaint
against him. The explanation given by the Jews themselves was that although
the Government as'a whole had acted correctly, individual members, particularly
the Minister of the Interior, had frequently extorted large sums of money from
the community as the price of their protection.  Stories of this kind are easily
put into circulation, arve diflicult to investigate and must he accepted with reserve.

59.  In 1935 the Anglo-Jewish Association came into possession of a bequest
to the value of about £40,000, the annual income of which was to he used for
sending promising Jewish students from Traq to England and clsewhere in Turope
to finish their education. During the year Ilis Majesly's consul at Bagdad, at
the request of the association, set up a small committee composed of tlhreo
prominent members of the Jewish community to make nominations for the
scholarships made available under this bequest.  Two young Jews were sent Lo
London for training in pedagogy, and grants of money were made to several
others who had already entered universitios in LEngland.
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