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Ur City in the Light of Archaeological Excavations

Dr. Ameen Abdul-Nafi Ameen
Dr. Shaymaa Waleed Abdul-Rahman

University of Mosul- College of Archaeology

Abstract

Ur is one of ancient lragi cities and established in fourth
millennium B.C. or may be before Ur was capital for the most famous
ruling Sumerian dynasties and also a center for Mesopotamia ancient
folks who ruled Mesopotamia. Ur was religious cultural center for
Sumerian people for ages prehistory till historical ages.

Ur was mentioned in Kkings, lists who ruled before flood when
kingship moved to after dynasty of Uruk where they ruled 177 years the
name of Ur was mentioned in many economical teats and in other teats in
period before Akadian Sargun. Ur also was emerged in age of dawn
dynasties in evidence kingship graveyard belonging to shub-ad Mis-
Kalam-Dug who ruled in Ur Ill. Ur was mentioned in hundreds of texts
belonging to Ur Ill the name of Ur was also mentioned in Bible. Ur was
mentioned in ancient historical Islamic books such as history of nations
and kings for Tabari. Ur where settlement returns to ancient periods
returning the beginning of the fourth millennium B.C. Ur where residence
continued without stopping till king Ur-nammu founder Ur 1l that he
took as a capital for himself. the borders of kingdom had been extended
including Assur, Elam, Syria, khabour volley, eastern parts of small Asia
and areas of Arabian Gulf.

Ur is considered one of important archaeological cities, in which
digging and searching had been started in 1850 by geological William, L.
who was followed by British consul Meadows Taylor in Basra where he
was digging, meadows work were unscientific as others who worked in
this field in 19th century. they concentrated an collecting remnants
without studying them scientifically, however, systematic scientific
excavations had been started in 1922 by collective mission sent by British
museum and Pennsylvania university , lead by S.L.Woolley , that we
follow them in this search till reaching to last excavation mission leaded
by Mr. Hunain.Q.R., leader of Iragi excavation mission sent by state
board of antiquities and heritage in Ur — office of archaeological
excavation and explorations.

Keywords: Ur City, Nanna, Ziggurat, Digging, Scientific Excavations.
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46) Woolley, L, M, A: UR Excavations, The early periods, Vol.4, Philadalphia, 1955,
p. 2.
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