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Objective opinions of the orientalist George Sale in the biography
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in his historical
introduction to his translation of the Holy Qur’an

Haider Majid Husen Alalily

History Department, College of Education for Human Sciences, Al-Muthanna
University, Al-Muthanna Governorate, Iraq
haidermaj@mu.edu.iq

Keywords: George Sale, Quran, translation, discourse, method

Abstract

This study aims to present the introduction or A Preliminary Discourse that represented
the first section of the translation of the Holy Quran (The Koran: Commonly Called The
Alkoran of Mohammed) by the orientalist George Sale to explain the historical and
objective value of this translation which is contrary with fanatical opinions of majority
Western historians, against the Prophet Muhammad because of the Church’s heritage
and the conflict with the Muslim Turks.

This study relied on the first edition of Sale’s translation of the Holy Qur’an which was
published in London in 1734. Then translated the first section (A Preliminary Discourse)
and analyzed it according to the comparison analytical-descriptive approach to extract
the objective discourse, which forms the contents of the research plan, a criticism of
other European translations, reliance on the original Islamic references gave his
translation a unique value in other Western, American, German, French and other
schools. This research focused on explaining George Sale’s transformation points in the
basics discourse against Islam represented by rhetorical language, religious legacy, the
position of the Prophet (PBUH) among the prophets and lawgivers, Prophet
Mohammed's relationship with the Eastern Church and the spread of Islam under the
advice and imposition and Islam’s attitude towards women, polygamy and ablutions.
This research concludes that this introduction to holy Quran translation carries a
qualitative and professional development of the approach of western Islamic studies,
which was found rare in the 18th century AD since this introduction had included a
critical presentation of the previous European translations of the Qur’an. Moreover, it
represented logical discussions that refute the fable accusations about the Prophet
Muhammad, besides its value as non-Islamic evidence showing appreciation and respect
to the Prophet Muhammad, despite George Sale does not believe in the divine origin of
Muhammad’s prophethood. This translation is considered a positive development in the
British Orientalist discourse of the Prophet Muhammad, especially as this one version
used is still the most common and the most
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The Alcoran of MOHAMMED; Aandgs ¢ el QU 3y Jfiona 385, SY)

Tranflated into Englifp immediately from the Original i
:;th:;gr:;::%%mﬁmggiisbxs. s JaIW o>
To which is prefixed "The Koran: Commonly Called The

A Preliminary Difcourfe. Alkoran of Mohammed. Translated Into
English From The Original Arabic, With

By GEORGE SALE, Gent Explanatory Notes Taken From The
ansza_ﬁx doirina eff, gue non aliguid veri permifceas: Most Approved Commentators. To
Avguftin. Qu=ft. Evang. L 2. c. 40. . . - .
= Which Is Prefixed A Preliminary
: Z O VN D O n: . "
Printed by G. Ackers in St. Febn's-Street, for ). Wircox at Pire- DISCOUI’SQ, By George Sale

g Btd overagainft the New Clurcsd in the Strand.
FMDCCXI0KLV,
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Bl-lae I caw Olsindl 138 DA e dawe Jals
: ol The Koran :Commonly Called 8lal asladinl PlA e sl (gl <
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pshhse¥) dalie cjsla (Ja allall e daidy ehal (8 4ol Cunss lgnad Lialaial Jass
cOR G B (B Ailag)l
"If the religious and civil institutions of foreign nations are worth our

knowledge, those of Mohammed, the lawgiver of the Arabians, and founder of

an empire which in less than a century spread itself over a greater part of the

world than the Romans were ever masters of, must needs be so",
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In the name of the moft merciful Gobp. L):Al}@j\ ("lhﬁ\ M 508 ‘c e_’ )S “
V ERILY we have given thee ar CawTsHar ®.  Wherefore pray unto N
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Principal Matters contained in the K om arw, z\:‘).__-'ls-.‘y\ a:\:\w\ g—.qj‘)éj\ Q.—\m aT\:l)A G\)aj\ ‘;

and the INotes thercon.

o Lagal) Lodiall (nd) 3 b ey Lo o

Cieisi Jomad 8 (e cilli Al desjill o3 e Preliminary Discourse (sugall cladll
b LSy DY dla al Lo IS (il Cipat I DA (e e g0 (s dniea 187 e

"agiale  aghlas agibily agan)l dalalall Cije (' agasall (JgY) amidl)
"Of the Arabs before Mohammed; or, as they express it, in the Time of
Ignorance; their History, Religion, Learning, and Customs"

O B3 g a2y agililey aghilae agiilbn 5 daladl A ol Fl e B ADIA (e o
Pagigla Al Jsall Zapall syiall 8 s ) deadl) Joal
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'Of the State of Christianity, particularly of the Eastern Churches, and of

Judaism, at time of Mohammed's appearance; and of the methods taken by him
for the establishing his Religion, and the circumstances which concurred thereto”

Gl LaSe lghan Jalse g 48)all degi€l) Jisaly Ll &Ll pay e Cupaall 23jdl (63|
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"Of The Quran Itself, The Peculiarities of That Book; The Manner of Its Being
Written And Published, And The General Design of It."

Go g IS Apandt Qg oshialy cadialy caibly cojgug cailond Sl OBl e Cuaall 22)ild
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"Of The Doctrines And Positive Precepts Of The Koran, Which Relate To Faith
And Religious Duties"

Lgall Ll Capad A Juad LS uadl oy apd Al dsadd) L) OISk Lapad (pacald
L) as aaly Cogally copaaglhe call Gulludlly ASOL lially gl Alpealy adill
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."Of Certain Negative Precepts In The Koran'
aally jedll Jie clag Sally lojaall o aSI Al 82y L (e andll b dadls
12 8 o s pod Mg ABgdally Al JSlg aall Gyl uyadl aaly AW alails
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"Of The Institutions of the Koran in Civil Affairs"
Cuylsall @srag (.. Jually dyally (3Hl) cllially 2gaslly @Ml =195 alSa) aDIA (1 (ay2d
oY) Jldely @lall Guled) 5 cliaally SN Chupaty ailinll dand 8 4nd Juady (Jsiall du3g
41

el Aaady Galal) daanl agig cddiall jed¥) L caubad) andl) Ll
"Of the months commanded by the Koran to be kept sacred; and of the setting

apart of Friday for the especial service of God."

I L) Sy JEl g ayms S AU Adalad) bl eV e uaall 4 e T (g3)
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"Of the principal sects among the Mohammedans; and of those who have
pretended to prophecy among the Arabs, in or since the time of Mohammed".
¢ 4adll agle  DUSN ale & Wiagly Gaelesdl Caalde o BOEAY) ke ADIA (e 228 (G0
Gratill (g oo Wy (b LadlaY) Gl lDslg Aas V1 JseaY) 20l ()l Cipe o) 2
Babls el ually pally eliadll) (L1 lims Alangl): o olai dgay (e bl )
Ll iy Aala¥ly Allely slgia¥ly (ailly Janlly aandl)( Zusilly Glai¥ls v lly o) (48 4
ilika o LBlaY) dlly caalaall Capes (8 Juad g (ahally Plally modilly Cpeatl) e
5 Sl lalBa) mdley (S la)lanl Blaiy Wgadey duaill WeBlalus o ile iy
Sl o) glyally Ldasy 5 depdlly diadl G DY) & CEAY) jasa 23a LS canland)
e adly Glatiall sl Apl aoll 138 o wig ¢ P(dnadl) Godlly Ll AEYI) Gy Dl
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"l could mention several other impostors of the samé kind, which have arisen
among the Mohammedans since their prophet's time, and very near enough to
complete the number foretold by him: but | apprehend the reader is by this time

tired as well as myself, and shall therefore here conclude this discourse, which
may be thought already too long for an introduction"**
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Of the feveral tranflations of the Korin mow extant, there is but one

sobich tolerably, reprefents the [enfe of the original ; and - that being in

Latin, @ new werfion became neceffary, at leaff to an Enghﬂ: rcada-
What Bibliander puélx/bed Jor a Latin tranflation of that book de-

Serves mot the name of a tranflation; the unaccountable liberties therein

taken,. and the numberlefs. faults, both of omiffion and commiffion, leaving
Jearce any refemblance of the original. It was made near fix bundred

Jearsi ago, being finifbed in 1143, by Robertus Retenenfis, an Englifh-
man, with the affiflance of Hermannus Dalmata, af t&'rqa%ﬂ of

Peter abbot of Clugny, who paid them well for their pains.
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purchasers, I believe, at forty or fifty pounds.—The learned Sale, .
who first gave the world a genuine version of the Koran, and who had Joee
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"Notwithstanding the great honour and respect generally and deservedly paid to
the memories of those who have founded states, or obliged a people by the

institution of laws which have made them prosperous and considerable in the
world"®
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"The remembrance of the calamities brought on so many nations by the
conquests of the Arabians may possibly raise some indignation against him..

Occasion all the detestation with which the name of Mohammed is loaded. He

has given a new system of religion, which has had still greater success than the

arms of his followers"®,
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" Mahomet was a man of at least tolerable morals, and not such a monster of

wickedness as he is usually represented ..." ’
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"He had indisputably a very piercing and sagacious wit, man of an excellent
judgment, and a happy memory; he was a person of few words, of an equal
cheerful temper, pleasant and familiar in conversation, of inoffensive behaviour
towards his friends, and of great condescension towards his inferiors. To all
which were joined a comely agreeable person, and a polite address ",
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""But as Mohammed gave his Arabs the best religion he could, as well as the

best laws, preferable. At least, to those of the ancient pagan lawgivers"™.
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"I confess | cannot see why he deserves not equal respect—though not with
Moses or Jesus Christ, whose laws came really from Heaven, notwithstanding
the distinction of a learned writer, who seems to think it a greater crime to make

use of an imposture to set up a new religion, founded on the acknowledgment of
one true God, and to destroy idolatry, than to use the same means to gain
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reception to rules and regulations for the more orderly practice of heathenism
already established."™

alael Ciava Dl 8wl Ll o) e sl gl mdle el (Ua) ) O e I SR

tagdld o8 g (owally (cwga) el AL Al Jiey iy L6580 e Jue )l dayd
"The great doctrine then of the Koran is the unity of God.. God had the
goodness to re-inform and re-admonish mankind thereof, by several prophets, of
whom Moses and Jesus were the most distinguished, till the appearance of

Mohammed, who is their seal"”’
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"I will not pretend to determine. The latter is the general opinion of the Christian
writers, who agree that ambition, and the desire of satisfying his sensuality, were
the motives of his undertaking. It may be so; yet his first views, perhaps, were
not so interested. His original design of bringing the pagan Arabs to the
knowledge of the true God, was certainly noble"®?
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"They are greatly deceived who imagihe it to have been propagated by the
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"Hitherto Mohammed had propagated his religion by fair means, so that the
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"The armed prophets have succeeded, and the unarmed ones have failed.
Moses.. Would not have been able to establish the observance of their

institutions for any length of time had they not been armed" *°.
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" But it must be considered that polygamy, was in Mohammed’s time frequently

practised in Arabia... and other parts of the east **'.
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"Whence it plainly appears with how little foundation the Mohammedans have
been charged, by some writers, with teaching or imagining that these formal

washings alone cleanse them for their sins" %°.
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