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Humor is a cultural mask

Naji Abbas Matar

Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, Thi-Qar University, Thi-Qar,
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najiabbas@utg.edu.iq
Keywords: laughter, humor, culture, narration, popular literature
Abstract:

The joke in the ‘popular concept’ is a manifestation of the blatant contradiction in
general phenomena or cultural commonalities that blend it with the other through
intense focus on some of its surprising intersections by formulating a narrative
formation that contradicts what is realistic. It is a protest discourse that moves in two
contexts: an apparent meaning whose purpose is making one laughs, and a hidden
meaning with a deceptive connotation that can only be understood by dismantling its

symbolism and whose goal is to incite thought and inquiry.

There are two types of humor: there is life laughter and cultural laughter. Life laughter
is direct laughter, i.e. one's laughter in one's daily life. Cultural laughter is laughter
from the re-enacted life, not from the original life, but from the copied, quoted or the
different life. Humor in this sense is not direct news or direct criticism, but rather it is
an allusion to something hidden, and therefore this hint should be clear so that the
listener can fill in the gaps spontaneously and quickly so that his/her understanding of

the joke ends when his/her narration is finished.
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