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SUMMARY

An experiment was conducted during agricultural winter seasons of
2006/2007 in unheated plastic house at the College of Agriculture-Basrah
University . The aim was to study the growth behavior and yield of
cucumber var."Sura". The experiment included (4) treatments combination
resulted from the interaction between two plant spacing which were (20 and
40 cm) apart and soil mulching (with black polyethylene or without) .
Results can be summarized as follows :

Stem diameter , total leaf number , flower number , percentage of fruit
set , fruit number/plant and total yield/plant were significantly increased in
40 cm plant spacing , whereas , plant height and total production of plastic
house area was significantly reduced in the plant spacing of 20 cm.

Soil mulching has a significant effects in plant height , percentage of fruit
set , fruit number/plant, total yield/plant and total production of plastic house
area While there was no significant effect among the interaction between the
two studied factors .

Key Word : Plant spacing , Soil mulching , Black polyethylene ,
Cucumber , Cucumis sativus L. .
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