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Closing the criminal case marks the conclusion of one of the stages of the investigation
M.M . Ali Mandil Abdullah Hamza
University of Babylon / College of Law
Abstract
Crime undoubtedly has a detrimental impact on society: whether it
undermines its values and structure« jeopardizes the safety and property of individuals«
or poses other significant threats that cannot be overlooked. Society is committed to
ensuring that criminals are pursued and held accountable for their actions in order to
uphold security and order. This is why penal laws have been enacted to safeguard
society and deter behaviors that could jeopardize its well-being or stability. These laws
outline various criminal offenses and impose penalties as a means of discouraging
.potential offenders
The Code of Criminal Procedure entrusts investigating judges with the
responsibility of handling criminal cases during the preliminary investigation phase.
These judges are empowered to take necessary steps to uncover the truth« make well-
informed decisions« and ensure a fair trial process. Upon completing the essential
investigative procedures« the investigating judge has the authority to either temporarily
suspend or permanently close the case« or proceed to trial if there is sufficient evidence
.to support prosecution
One of the critical decisions that the investigating judge must make is
whether to temporarily suspend or permanently close the case< depending on the
circumstances at hand. A temporary closure is subject to revision if new evidence
comes to lightc as the legal principle of double jeopardy prohibits prosecution for the
..same offense unless fresh evidence is presented
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