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The theory of divine right
An applied study in Western thought
DR.Athraa Shaker Hady AL-Hilaly

University of Babylon — College of Education for Human Sciences

Hum770.ethraa.shakia@uobabylon.edu.iq

Summary:

The subject of political thought occupies great importance in the study of history.
Its importance lies in the fact that it helps explain coups and political and
authoritarian conflicts, and that it gives those involved in it the ability to analyze
historical facts and know the intellectual circumstances in which they were born or
the circumstances that caused them.
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Hence this study, entitled (The Theory of Divine Right in Western Thought), within
the same context, is important, as the Theory of Divine Right remained the
dominant theory of Western thought from the time of Alexander the Great until the
declaration of the French Revolution.

In this research, we initially sought to collect the research material and then
classify and classify it, so in the end it consisted of four sections.

In the first section, we discussed (the theory of divine right: term, concept,
foundations, sections). In the second section, we touched on the first section of
the theory, which is (the theory of the divine nature of the ruler). In the third
section, we presented the second section, which is (indirect divine right, or divine
providence). The fourth section was devoted to the third and final section and
was entitled (The Theory of Direct Divine Right). We concluded the research with
a conclusion and a list of sources.

Keywords: divine right — theocracy — philosophy of history
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