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Cleric Kartir (226-293 AD)

Its impact on the growing political influence of the religious institution during the

Sassanian era
M. M. Ibtisam Ali Hawass
Wasit University/College of Science

Abstract
The research focuses on Kartir, one of the Zoroastrian religious figures, who lived during the reign
of seven Sassanian kings and had an impact on the Zoroastrian religious institution for a duration of 67
years. The research discusses Kartir's progression within the religious institution and what was included in
the Sassanian inscriptions, namely the Rajab inscription, the Ka'ba Zardosht, the Sir—-Mashhad inscription,
and the Ristam inscription about Kartir, detailing what was mentioned about him. The research also covers
Kartir's peak of religious influence, explaining the favorable political circumstances that led to his rise within
the religious institution. It delves into Kartir's religious policy in the face of different religions and religious
movements, including his antagonistic stance towards Jews and Christians in the Sassanian state.
Furthermore, it touches upon Kartir's policy towards religious movements he encountered, whether they

were radical Zoroastrians accused of heresy or his opposing policies that halted the rise of religious and
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political influence of Mani and his followers. Finally, the research discusses the political circumstances and
the strength of the Sassanian kings who eventually limited Kartir's political and religious influence.
Keywords: Kartir, Zoroastrian, clergy, Sassanian state
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