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Abstract

The holy shrines in Irag have a spiritual and emotional dimension
for a great majority of people who intend to visit them due to the
fact that Allah's the Most High best and most pious creatures
and also the ambassadors of goodwill and the most purified. the
infallible and the most knowledgeable lie dead in them . Visiting
such holy shrines was and is still of great importance for all Muslims
in general and for the Shiites in particular . Consequently some
rulers who governed Irag. all through the years  took a great care of
these shrines and the reasons behind that care was either political
or religious .

The present research tries to shed light on the most prominent
stages of construction of those shrines which witnessed focusing
on a certain period of the contemporary history of Irag which a
great majority have no idea about such stages of construction
and the way they were directed . That was clarified by official
documents represented by notes and correspondences between
various departments and institutions of the Iragi state. especially
those responsible for the administration and construction of the
holy shrines. the endowments institutions . The documents
were ordered in a way where one could benefit from them and
be acquainted with the stages of construction and the way they
were administered in a way which ensures their being historically
documented so as to be animportanttributary forthose researchers
who are interested in searching and writing about the contemporary
history of the holy shrines and in particular. Husain and Abbas holy
shrines in Karbala .
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‘ “Al-Hussein and Kerbala” in the Book Uyun al-Akhbar by Ibn Qutayba(276 higra) :

AText Analysis Study
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Conclusion

This story needs deep analysis to find out its relation to the topic of the
research . This is left for the specialists of science of hadith , Islamic history
to carry out such studies. Hence, it is although that the treatise Uyun
Al-Ahkbar by Ibin Qutayba D.267 H. is regarded as one of the Arab and
Muslim legacy books that concerned in morals, scholarship, asceticism,
wars and kings, and it contains many accounts with worthy historical
value in four volumes, but it did not report more about the cause of Imam
Hussein save a little mention. This could be probably due to his education
affections by his professors like lbrahim b. Hazali who followed the Islamic
sect of Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal. This Hanbali school is notable of stern
commitmentin texts and it still does not go far in analyzing and interpreting
texts. Therefore, it is no doubt that this author has resorted to explain the
conflictin which Imam Hussein lost his life as a clannish and dynastical one
between two Qureshi tribes, Bani Hashim and Bani Umayyah. By so doing
he ignored the theological and thinking struggle between two sides which
had based on each party’s understanding of the essentials and principles
of Islam. It is clearly that the Umayyads who usurped the Mohammedan
power did much efforts to distort and misinterpret the real Islamic codes in
a way coincident with their interests and different than the divinal course.

The trend of Abdullah, the son of the second Rashidi Caliph, represents
the moderate attitude towards the movement of Imam Hussein and it
reveals that there was purely deviation in the Umayyad authority and there
was a great need for reform even if it was an impossible mission. This also
uncovers a response and a preparation to such a reform by the Iragis who
send their letters to Imam Hussein calling him to guide them as a battlefield
and political leader in their revolutionary attempt.

Furthermore, this book includes clear indications to lamentation on the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein in the early era of Islam and there was no
ban enacted against this phenomenon. This certainly refutes the recently
invalid claims of the Salafi ancestral Muslim schools which legalized many
laws and orders against these lamentations that Muslims, long ago, used
to exercise in Mahram month in the memory of the martyrdom of Imam
Hussein.
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“Al-Hussein and Kerbala” in the Book Uyun al-Akhbar by Ibn Qutayba(276 higra) :
A Text Analysis Study

The said , “Oh Amir al-Mu'minin, tell us”.He said,” As far as Hassan is
concerned , he might give his women something from the scent and
hand over what was left of to whoever attended without waiting for the
absent. As for Hussein is concerned , he begins with the orphans of
those who were murdered along with his father.lf something is left .As far
as Abdullah bin Jaafar is concerned , he will say, “O, wonderful ! | will pay
off my debt, and if something left , | will Implement it.As for Abdullah Bin
Omar, he begins with the poor of Adi Ibn Ka'b, if something left , he will
had saved it for himself and his family . As far Abdullah Bin Zubair, , my
messenger will come to him while he is swimming , then, he will not pay
attention to him .Then he tells his servants to take from his messenger
what he has sent.He does not pay attention to it while in reality itis great
and then goes out to his family says: Lift up, | might take it to Hind’s son
someday”. As Abdullah bin Safwan , he will say: “this is just the tip of the
iceberg and not every man of Quraysh has been reached. Thus, when his
messengers returned of what he said.Muawiya then said,I'm the son of
Hind! | know about Quraysh more than they do themselves”. *
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easiest sign and step. No wonder , he is the descendant of the prophecy
, Fatima Al-Zahra’a (a.s.) and the carrier of the Rhetoric Method (Nahj
Al-Balagha) and wisdom.Then he ended his wise words by a prayer that
Allah gives him mercy, ease, and a delight of paradice .Hussein repeated
the words of grief by asking Allah to double the rewards on his absence
and bestow patience and comfort on his passing away.

Hussein’s (a.s) praying for rain

Ibin Qutayba narrated a saying that when Hussein was invoking Allah
for rain ,he said , “
L;B)')‘:éLKJ_USJti;pjuj@ugcﬁ.dajufbwu&bb;\j&JUL:LL;L\ ("G'U‘
e il B ke 31 g0l 1 a5 1 Sollas 5] Ol sldas 5 Ol 35 o 101U S5

Sale e gy b el

“Oh , Allah , send us ample , massive , complacent beneficial,
harmless rains that permeate our present and past and bestow upon us
the enjoyment of our livelihood and our appreciation. Oh Lord, make it
a blessing and a gift of the faith . Your bestowal is not prohibited. Oh
God, bring down to our land calmness and sprout it with adornments and
pasture”. "

Imam Hussein (a.s.) invokes his Lord to bring down ample rain to this
wide simple land to become fertile in general in the present time and the
start in order for thank-giving and blessings increase .It is the blessing
of faith and it is a divine one which brings down calmness , plants and
pasture.

Muawiya ibn Abu Sufyan’s tricks with all people
and Ahlul-Bait

Ibin Qutayba narrated to us about Muawiya that “ when Muawiya arrived
to Medina from Mekka , he sent gifts for Hassan , Hussein , Abdullah Bin
Jaafar, Abdullah Bin Omar, Abdullah Bin Al-Zubair , Abdullah Bin Safwan
Ibin Umaiya. Then he told his messengers to know what they had heard
of aresponse .When the messengers departed , he told the attendants “
if you want to, | can inform you of what the people are going to behave”.
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“Al-Hussein and Kerbala” in the Book Uyun al-Akhbar by Ibn Qutayba(276 higra) :
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are going to tell the prophet ( S. A. W. S) about their cruel action with the
pure descendants of his household after his death. They were imbrued in
blood and some others were taken as captives passed round from one
country to the other. This behavior was a repayment to the holy prophet
(S. A.W. S) when he advised them to adhere to what he would appoint as
his successor from his decedents and household. Instead , the opponent
disbelievers committed themselves to the opposite and disobeyed him.

Hussein’s visit to his brother Hassan’s(a.s.) grave
Hussein (a.s) said “

L bl ge G el e il s ¢ dlae G ol oS Of ¢ dest LT L bl Sl
¢ OB 8l Ty e sy ¢ 55 U Gum Ll (Bles o iy ¢ gy M1 s
TR RN TCHEPSEL PRURES p1 IO R RS SOUPES PP P E i
e 1 SIsW r s cade Y1 S5 LW bl il oom s o 5 OLE 55 255 Ll ¢ daS U
" a.;.owgﬁﬂ

“God protect you, Abu Muhammad, you are to see the right from
the suppositions, and prefer to choose Allah in competing conditions
through your good vision,.You glean the great difficulties of life in a lower
view, and overflow them by pure hand, and pure family. You deter your
enemies with the most convenient rations of yours. No wonder because
you are the son of prophecy and a son of that wisdom. Allah give you
calmness, ease, and a garden of Delight. Allah double the rewards for
you and us, and give us all the proper grief on him.” ™

Ibin Qutayba referred to this statement of Imam Hussein (a.s.) when
he was visiting his brother Hassan’s grave.This is an indication that the
visiting graves was clearly permitted at that time.Imam Hussein (a.s.)
started with a pray for Hassan of Allah’s protection , then he mentioned
some of his attributes , and qualities and how Hassan (a.s.) used to affirm
the sources of true state of affairs and refute the false state of affairs
using prudence in a wise practical manner whenever he gave his opinion
and decision. He looked with a critical and analytical eye to greatness of
this life which Allah bestowed with His glory and grandeur in utter purity
and cleansing. No wonder because he used to frighten his enemies in an
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either the life of this world or the hereafter,

6) lon Omar’s confession that Anl al-Bayt , Hussein is one of them ,
are part of the Prophet ( S. A. W. S).

7)Ibn Omar’s narration of the sacred saying indicates that Hussein(A.S)
would be certainly get killed depending on the revelation from heaven
and obligation that is why he gave him a hug good-bye and cried .

These are the prophet’s( S. A. W. S) household who are known
for the death and sacrifice for the Allah's sake either through Jihad or
martyrdom as mentioned by Al-Shabi. © In addition , Al-Ahnaf said that
when Hussein (a.s) called for him , “ We have many experiences with
Abi Al-Hassan’s household ,but we have n’t found in them any desire for
ownership, fundraising, or conspiratorial fighting”.

Numerous poets mentioned in their poems the murder of Hussein(a.s.)
in the land of Kerbala. Ibn Qutayba cited to one of these poets: 1o

w}\wL_Q\u_Ag_Lh_SL_; Cj—ﬁﬂ—ﬁr)—ajwd—)\

u"'J—“;HCL‘—"‘JU("’l—‘o—’ |}l_..a>\6.J\ul_.;u_>_~a|

We have here an indication to the land on which Hussein was
murdered , that is Altaf .In the beginning of the first line , the poet referred
to the shedding of tears , , how the prophet’s daughters were overtaken
by great grief and how they were gone into captivity.In addition , there is
a mention to the story of Sukaina Bint Al-Hussein ,how she was circled
by the people of Kufa and her reply to them. "

Moreover , lIbn Qutayba referred the story of outraging Hussein’s
camp after his murder by the disbelievers and transgressors . He said
that Sinan Bin Hakeem narrated a saying from his father , “ the people
and the chiefs looted Hussein’s camp when he was murdered , and
whenever a woman used a looted thing , she was inflicted with a leper”.

When Hussein was killed , a girl told Ageel bin Abi Talib that :

ﬂ\!\f\ \j{.,_t_._e\;u WSS AL 3130055 5L
rv\{‘ﬁf,@&}(-g‘)l_aﬂ\v.@_ﬁ Lﬁ;wv\a_:t}bL_:)gJ\_a_:
Ao Gl S0 (Seoad| S s ols Lo
Anyone who was listening to these lines shed his hears. '*
The poetess in these lines addresses those murderers and what they
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Hussein’s Proceeding Towards to Iraq

Ibin Qutayba said that Khalid Bin Muhammad Al-Asdi told us that
Shababa Bin Sawar told us that Yahiya Bin Ismail Bin Salim said that
Al-Sha’bi said that Ibin Umar was informed that Hussein was proceeding
towards Irag, and Ibin Umar caught up with him in Medina for three nights
.He was absent looking for a sum of money when Hussein had gone
out. He said to Hussein , “ where are you traveling? “ To Iraq” , Hussein
answered, pulling out some letters received from Kufa, “ these are their
letters pledging their allegiance”. Ibin Umar appealed him by Allah to turn
back , but Hussein rejected it and said , “ | am going to narrate to you a
Hadith that Gabriel (a.s.) came to the prophet (S. A. W. S) and told him to
choose either the life of this world or the hereafter. The prophet chose
the hereafter”. Bin Umar said , “ you are part of the prophet ( S. A. W.
S) , verily , you will get your reward, you or any one of your family , but
Allah kept them away from you for your benefit, so you shall turn back”.
Hussein didn’t accept, then Ibn Umar hugged him and cried, then said “
Allah be with you.You are such a martyr”. ”
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The above conversation between lbn Umar and Hussein (a.s.) affirms
some points:

1) the strong relation between Ibn Umar and Hussein (a.s.),

2) Hussein’s coming out is for Jihad and in response to an agonized
plea of the oppressed people,

3) pulling out some letters received from Kufa pledging their allegiance
to him and asking his help,

4) his refusal of turning back and changing his decision ,

5)lbn Umar narrated to Hussein(a.s) Gabriel’s(a.s.) speech when he
came to the Prophet (S. A. W. S) to choose for his family and himself

—< Karbala Heritage Quarterly Authorized Journal >



Prof. Dr.Farooq Al-Haboobi

Hajaj Al-Taghlubi, who escaped from Irag and came to him because he
was afraid of death.

The murder of Hussein was a quest of many poets . One poet
mentions him in the following lines :

ol oS 55 w5l el S

Another one refers to Hussein (a.s.) in the following lines :
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This poet emphasizes here on important idea that is Banu Hashim
were angry and discontent with Bani Umayah over their killing of Zayd
and Hussein.The poet also swears to God that because of damned
Umayyad’s practices, represented by desecration, and bloodshed, their
properties and what they loot from Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) will be appropriated
in the end .In addition, the swords which carry the motto of revenge and
right will triumph over the impudent Umayyads and restore the right again.
This is not farfetched because Hussein is the son of the daughter of the
messenger of Allah(pbuh) and his grandson .In addition , the messenger
makes over by his will that people should show kindness to the members
of his family whom Allah purifies them perfectly. This is again emphasized
by Abu Thar al-Ghaffari when he held the ring of Kaaba and says “ |
heard the messenger of Allah (pbuh) saying ‘certainly Ahl al-Bayt are like
the Ark of Noah, saved Whoever boarded’. ©
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The narrator of this saying is Abu Thar al-Ghaffari, the companion of
the messenger of Allah .\Who does not know Abu Thar al-Ghaffari? Ibin
Qutayba Aldinawari depended on the above Hadith in many places.This
Hadith is capable of proving the authority of Ahl al-Bayt , their position
and other’s dependence upon them , applicability of the term itself on
them , and the salvation of their followers.
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“Al-Hussein and Kerbala” in the Book Uyun al-Akhbar by Ibn Qutayba(276 higra) :
A Text Analysis Study

been designed to disclose the reasons that made the author write down
on Imam Hussein in this curriculum.

The research is divided into four sections, the first contains the
mention of Kerbala in Uyun Al-Akhbar book in both, the literary and the
historical way.

The second topic sheds light the coming of Imam Hussein from
Jijaz, his place of residence, to Kerbala where he intended to initiate his
reforming movement shoulder to shoulder with gatherings of believers
of Irag in particular.

The third topic contains the religious and social position of Imam
Hussein and his conduct among the society members at that time.

The fourth topic handles the means which had already been taken
by the First Ummayyad Caliph Mu’ awayah bin Abi Sufyan, to step down
the members of Ahlulbait, the members of Prophet Muhammad’s family.

Uyun al-Akhbar and Kerbala

As we mentioned before , the book , Uyun al-Akhbar , 276 higra , is
one of the significant traditional books that focuses on customs , morals
, knowledge , eloguence , asceticism , authority , wars , brotherhood ,
articles , food , women , politician , etc. The book is divided into four
volumes . Kerbala and Gharib Kerbala are mentioned in few places.

Ibin Qutayba said , “ Quthayer Aza mentioned that Muhammad Bin
Al-Hanafiya was Rafidi (rejecter) who believed in Raj a (return) because
of the following lines :
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In the third line , there is a clear indication to Hussein(a.s) , nicknamed
al — Sibt , who was murdered and buried in Kerbala. Additionally, there
is an reference to the murder of Hussein (a.s.) in the land of Irag .
Abdulmalik Ibin Marwan admitted this fact in a conversation with Ibin Al-
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Abstract

The book , Uyun al-Akhbar , 276 higra , is one of the important
traditional books that deals with customs, morals , knowledge, eloquence
, asceticism , authority , wars , brotherhood , articles , food , women ,
politics , etc. The book is of four volumes in which Kerbala and Gharib
Kerbala are scarcely mentioned.

Introduction

Ibn Qutayba was born in Kufa in 213H .He is the author of "Uyun
al-Akhbar book . His teachers were like lbrahim b. Hanzali, the follower
of Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal . He had many different accomplishments.
lbn Qutayba was a writer of many topics like Qur'an, Hadith, Theology,
Dialectics, Law and Jurisprudence, Grammar, Philology, History, Seasonal
Calendar, Agriculture and Botany. In the book Kitab al-Ma'ani , it was a
composition of general knowledge. In his book "Uyun al-Akhbar , he
gave much wider and many contents .This book started to  became
much more famous than the others of his books . The work consists of
ten books (Chapters) on the following topics

(1) Rulers, (2) Warfare, (3) Leadership, (4) Dispositions and Il Conduct,
(5) Knowledge and Exposition, (6) Asceticism (al-Zuhd), (7) Friends/
Brothers, (8) Wants, (9) Food, and (10) Women-folk. lon Qutayba’s
objective was to give information in an interesting way as described in
his Introduction. He mentioned that : “It is a dining table laid up with a
variety of tasty dishes to satiate the appetite of the diners ".”

The present work focuses on his book Uyun al-Akhbar and how
he dealt with Kerbala and Imam Hussein in particular. So, this research
is considered as one of the researches that could be classified in the
historical method. This treatise, Uyun Al-Akhbar, is a historical reference
cared in the matters of the Islamic history. But the author focused on
specific affairs and gave them huge coverage, while he looked over
much many other ones and mentioned them in a simplified way. Thus he
neglected the movement of Imam Hussein in spite the fact that the latter
is the grandson of the prophet Muhammad. Therefore this research has
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