
Basrah J. Agric. Sci., 26 (Special Issue 1), 2013 

172 

Acanthopagrus latus (Houttuyn, 1782) (Perciformes: Sparidae) a 

New Host for the Trematode Erilepturus hamati (Yamaguti, 1934) 

Manter, 1947 in Iraqi Marine Waters. 

 

Nadirah K. Al-Salim
1
 and Abdul Amer R. Jassim

2 

1 Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources, College of Agriculture, University of 

Basrah, Basrah, Iraq; 2 Department of Aquaculture, Marine Science Center, University of 

Basrah, Basrah, Iraq 

 

Abstract. During the period from March 2011 to January 2012, a total of 146 specimens of the yellowfin sea-

bream Acanthopagrus latus were collected from Iraqi coastal waters of the Arabian Gulf. The trematode Er-

ilepturus hamati was recorded for the second time and A. latus considered to be a new host record in Iraq. The 

infection occurred in March, April, August and December 2011.The highest prevalence of infection was in 

April and the lowest prevalence in December 2011. While the highest intensity of infection was during March 

and the lowest was during August. 
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Introduction 

The yellowfin seabream Acanthopagrus latus is one of the more important species in Iraqi 

coastal waters. This fish belong to the family Sparidae and its distribution is in South Japan, 

South-East Taiwan, North-East Australia and Philippines (10). Member of this family are 

primarily coastal fishes with about 110 species and 33 genera (15). It includes many spe-

cies of commercial and recreational importance and some are used for aquaculture (14, 11). 

A. latus is a tropical, marine commercial fish distributed in the Indo-Pacific, from the Ara-

bian Gulf and along the coasts of India to the Philippines, north to Japan, and south to Aus-

tralia (8). A. latus has a commercial value and hence there is a continuous interest with this 

fish. 

     The trematode fauna of A. latus in the Iraqi marine waters is included only with two arti-

cles:Al-Daraji (1) who detected the trematode Opistholebes sp. from Khor Al-Zubair and 

Al-Daraji et al. (2) who detected Paradiscogaster farooqii from Kor Abdullah. 

Materials and Methods 

Fish were caught by using a drift gill net in Iraqi coastal waters of the Arabian Gulf 

(29
o
40.809’N, 48

o
44.236’E; 29

o
46.782’N, 48

o
45.658’E; 29

o
44.445’N, 48

o
46.872’E) from 

March 2011 to January 2012. A total of 146 specimens of A. latus were transported to la-
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boratory using a plastic box and were stored in freezer until examination. The total weight 

and length of the inspected fishes were measured (37-972 g) (13-36 cm) respectively. The 

parasites were transferred to a small petri dish. The water was removed from the slides and 

the specimens were fixed in AFA and stored in 70% ethyl alcohol. For the examination of 

the parasites, it was compressed beneath coverslip directly and fixed with AFA and stained 

by Semichon's Acetocarmine staining technique (12). Drawings were made by the aid of a 

camera Lucida and the measurements were given in micrometers. 

Results and Discussion 

Ten out of 146 examined A. latus were infected with the trematodes Erilepturus hamati. As 

this parasite was previously reported only from Eleutheronema tetradactylum, Otolithes 

ruber and Pseudorhombus arsius from Khor Al-Ummaia (3), so, A. latus of the present 

study is considered as a new host record for E. hamati in Iraq. Hence, the following de-

scription and measurements are given for this parasite. Then give the full name and authori-

ty of this parasite in a new line followed by the description and measurements, type host, 

infection site, locality, mean prevalence of infection and mean intensity of infection. After 

that, in a new paragraph give the information on the infection (prevalence and intensity) 

and then give the discussion without giving a title for the discussion. 

Type host: Acanthopagrus latus 

Locality: Arabian Gulf, off Iraq 

Infection site: Stomach and intestine 

Mean Prevalence of infection: 6.8% 

Intensity of infection: 19 

      The infection occurred in March, April, August and December 2011. The highest preva-

lence of infection was 23.1% in April 2011and the lowest prevalence in December 2011, 

while the highest intensity 143 in March 2011 and the lowest intensity was 1 in August 

2011 (Table 1). 

Description (based on two flattened specimens): Hemiuridae. Body elongated, length 

2760-2800 (2780) and a maximum width of 560-740 (650) in the region of the ventral 

sucker, ecsoma, protruding out of the body 150.1-300.1 (225.1) in length, oral sucker was 

subterminal, with a length 150.1-189.6 (169.9) a width of 158-205.4 (181.7). Ventral suck-

er was large and located nearly in the mid of the body, with a diameter of long of 252.8-

458.2 (355.5). Pharynx was muscular and measuring 51-60.2 (55.9) length and 77.4-86 

(81.7) the wide. Oseophagus short, 43-60.2 (51.6) in length and 34 in width. Intestinal cae-

ca simple and stretching along the body and end just before the end of the ecsoma. Testes 

were ovoid in the shape behind the ventral sucker, anterior testis 158-189.6 (173.8) and 

posterior testis 151.1-229.1 (190.1). Ovary was oval and located behind the tests, 151.1-237 
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(194) in long and 150-165.9 (158) in wide. Uterus twists extend from the first third of the 

body transversely and vertically and covering most of the surface to the end of the second 

third of body behind the testes. Vitelline glands digitiform in group and close to each other 

at the end of the body. Eggs ovoid and measuring 27.7 in long and 11.9 in wide. 

       Manter and Pritchard (13) considered the genus Uterovesiculurus Woolcock, 1935 as a 
synonym for Erilepturus. Yamaguti (16) disagreed with this result and considered  

Uterovesiculurus as a different genus and distinct from Erilepturus by the terminal swelling 

of the uterus. Gibson and Bray (9) agreed with  Manter and Pritchard (13) considered the 

species Ectenurus hamati Yamaguti, 1934 and U. hamati (Yamaguti, 1934) a synonym to 

Erilepturus hamati.   

      Al-Daraji (1) recorded both U. gazzi Ahmed, 1980 and Uterovisicularis sp. from three 

fish species in Khor Al-Zubair. Bannai (6) recorded U. hamati from Otolithus ruber as well 

as two unidentified species of the same genus from Johnius belangri from Khor Abdulla. 

Ali (3) described E. hamati for the first time in Iraq from  Eletheronema tetradactylum, 

Pseudorhombus arsius and O. ruber in Khor Al- Ummaia and compared this species with 

others and found it similar to those were recorded by Al-Yamani and Nahhas (5), Bray et 

al. (7) and Al-Kuwari et al. (4). The present species is similar in the description and meas-

urements to those recorded by Ali (3) and considered as the second time in Iraq and fifth 

time in Arabian Gulf and the A. Latus is considered a new host for this species.   

 

 
Fig. (1): Erilepturus  hamati, ventral view. Scale bar =450µ. 
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Table (1): The prevalence of infection and Intensity of Erilepturus hamate. 

 

Intensity 
Prevalence 

(%) 

No. of 

infected 

fish 

No. of 

examined 

fish 

Month 

 
143 7.7 1 13 

March 

2011 

4.5 23.1 6 26 April 

0 0 0 12 May 

0 0 0 3 June 

0 0 0 15 July 

1 20 2 10 August 

0 0 0 10 September 

0 0 0 10 October 

0 0 0 10 November 

13 5 1 20 December 

0 0 0 17 
January 

2012 

19 6.9 10 146 Total 
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  مضيفا جديدا لممخرّم Acanthopagrus latus (Houttuyn, 1782) سمكة الشانك

Erilepturus hamati (Yamaguti, 1934) Manter, 1947  في المياه البحرية
 العراقية

 

2عبدالامير رحيم جاسمو  1نادرة كاظم السالم  

ركز عموم ستزراع المائي, مقسم الإ 2 ؛العراق, سماك والثروة البحرية, كمية الزراعة, جامعة البصرة, البصرةقسم الأ 1
العراق, البحار, جامعة البصرة, البصرة  

  
انمياي  مهAcanthopagrus latus عيىت مه أسماك انشاوك  241 جمعج 3123كاوىن انثاوي  إنى 3122 آراس مه انفتشة انممتذة أثىاء .الخلاصت

ث سمكت انشاوك َّانثاويت في انعشاق وعذ نهمشة Erilepturus hamatiانساحهيت انعشاقيت في انخهيج انعشبي. سجم انطفيهي انمخشو  انبحشيت

دوى أصابت في شهش ويسان وٳهى وسبت عسجهج أ .3122 الأول وكاوىن وآب آراس وويسان في شهىس صابتالإ مضيفا جذيذا نهزا انطفيهي. حذثج

 .ولكاوىن الأهش وأدوى شذة إصابت في شراس  بيىما سجهج أعهى شذة إصابت في  شهش آ 3122صابت في كاوىن الاول ٳوسبت 

  . 

 

 


