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Abstract
The Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) came as one of the defining
moments in history, leading to the success of the first slave revolution and
the establishment of a free republic ruled by former slaves. This summary
explores the causes, key events, and effects of this fundamental uprising.
The revolution began with the harsh conditions of slavery under French
colonial rule, as an event sparked the Bois Cayman ceremony in 1791, in
which enslaved African slaves planned a united uprising against their

colonizers. Toussaint Leverture and later Jean-Jacques Desalegn led the
rebels using irregular warfare tactics and allied with outside powers,
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eventually defeating French, Spanish, and British forces. Haiti was
proclaimed in 1804 as the first black-led, independent state in the Western
Hemisphere, challenging prevailing notions of racial hierarchy and
inspiring similar movements globally and echoing the legacy of the Haitian
Revolution as a symbol of resistance against oppression and a glimmer of
hope for marginalized groups seeking liberation and equality.

Keywords: Haitian Revolution, Toussaint Louverture, American Position,
Thomas Jefferson
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