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Summary

Eeligious rituals were considered one of the most important factors that helped in
the perpetuation of the religious belief and its continuity in the religions of the
ancient Near East. Among them were the secret religious rituals associated with

the doctrine of the absent God and its relationship to the periodic annual renewal
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of nature. The process of invoking God in these rituals is a Sufi doctrine whose
goal is to unite with God and then participate with Him in His pain and suffering
and helping him overcome adversity and achieve certain goals. These secret
rituals appeared in the religions of the ancient Near East, largely in the doctrine of
the Iranian—-born, Roman-raised god (Mithra), and their roots appear to be
Babylonian. Among these rituals are the rituals of the absent god (Marduk) in
civilization. Mesopotamia, and through some Babylonian and biblical texts, it can
be assumed that there were secret rituals inside the Babylonian temples,
including the ritual of the Holy Table, and the role of the priests in the process of
union with God and achieving some political goals from these rituals, and perhaps
this may explain the interest of the Babylonian kings in directly supervising the
management of the temples. It is only a fear of rebellion or the influence of

temple priests over the king’s authority and his broad powers.
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