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Abstract:

The emergence and emergence of the labor movement in Ethiopia was linked to the
developments and changes that Ethiopia experienced since the beginning of the sixties, which
were represented by the military coup in 1960, unemployment among workers and graduate
students, and the workers’ insistence on establishing associations, in addition to that the
request of international and regional organizations to the Emperor Haile Selassie to establish
trade unions, These factors combined forced the emperor to introduce social, economic and
political reforms. As a result, the government issued Labor Relations Decree No. 49/1962 on
September 5, 1962 In which he recognized the rights of workers and the establishment of
employers' associations for the first time in the history of Ethiopia. This decree led to the birth
of the Ethiopian Workers' Union on the ninth of April 1963, which has become one of the most
important political, social and economic forces active and influential in Ethiopia, because of the

public opinion and influence it formed in The center of decision—-making, but rather its

development and implementation.
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After its formation, the Labor Union was subjected to harassment by the government under the
dictatorship of Emperor Haile Selassie, as well as divisions and conflicts between its leaders,
which often prevented it from exercising its professional and trade union role, and the loss of
independence. Along with other groups of the people, the main forces in the revolution of
1974, through its contribution to advancing the revolution movement and enriching it with social
contents that give it a strategic dimension and solidity to stand up to the oppressive methods of
the government. essential in it.
Keywords: Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, Umayyad trade unions, 1974 revolution
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