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Issue No 3/335-382.

• The Hawza of the Holy Kerbala City:A Reading in its historical Roles 
(305.H - 1205.H), Uday Hatim Abdul- Zahrah Al- Mifirjy , Ma. Zaynab Khalid 
Abdul-Ghany Al- Yasiry/ Issue No 1/263-331.

• The Idealistic Dimension of Abi Al-Fadhl Al- Abbas's (p.b.u.h.) 
Personality :A Reading in the Imams' (pbuth) Sayings, Dr . Shaheed Kareem 
Muhammad/ Issue No 2/137-179.

• The Intellectual Movement in Holy Kerbala City in the Eleventh and 
Twelfth Centuries (993 .H./1585 A.D– 1199 .H./1785 A.D), Ma. Thaa›ir  
Jasim Muhammad Al- Saa›dy, Ma. Thamir Faisal Abdul-Ridha Al- Masoody/ 
Issue No 1/333-383.

• The 'Jihadic ' Implications of Al- Hussainy Revolution ( Uprising ) in the 
Kerbala Poetry : The Poetry of Al-Sheikh Hadi Al- Khafajy as an Example, 
Dr. Ali Khadhim Muhamma Ali Al- Maslawy/ Issue No 3/165-190.

• The Leading Role of sheikh Mohammad Taqi Al- shirazi Al- Hari in the 
Iraqi Revolu- tion. 1920 , Dr  Alaa Abbas Nima Al-Safi, / Issue No 1/197-261. 

• The National Movement In Kerbala and Its affection over The 1920 
Revolution, Dr. Abdullah Hameed Al- Itaby/ Issue No 4/287-324.

• The Scholastic Life In The Holy City of Kerbala Until The Tenth century 
of the Hegira, Dr. Abeer Abdul – Rasool Muhammad Al-Tammeemi/ Issue 
No 4/217-245.

• The Superiority of Kerbala Land in the accounts of Imam Al- 
Sadiq(p.b.u.h.): A descriptive Study, Dr. Jumm›a  Thijeel Al- Hamdany/ 
Issue No 1/167-195.

• The Symbolism of Kerbala in the vision of the Lexicoghraphers, Dr. 
Hameed Siraj Jabir / Issue No 1/83-118.

• The Unrevealed Intellectual Role of Abi Al-Fadhl Al –Abbas ( Peace 
be upon him), Dr . Ali Tahir Turkey Al- Hilly, Al- Sheikh Aqeel Al- Hamdany/ 
Issue No 2/211-247.

• The Wahabi Invasion of Imam Hussein's Holy Shrine in 1802 in the 
Writings of the Foreign Travelers and Officials, Dr. Imad Jasim Hassan Al- 
Musawi/ Issue No 1/385-429.
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• Bright Torches of the Characteristics of Al- Abbas (Peace be upon 
him), Dr. Ehsan Ali Saeed Al- Guraifi/ Issue No 2/25-65.

• Education and Religious and Governmental Schools in the Holy 
Kerbala City in the Ottoman Reign, Ma. Intisar A. Mohsin Al- Saadi/ Issue 
No 3/283-334.

• Hameed Bin Ziyad Al-Naynawy And His IntellectualImpact A Historical 
Study  Dr. Haider Husain Hamza , Lecturer Saleem Abbas Hasan/ Issue No 
4/53-89.

• Ibn Fahad Al- Hillys' Approach in His Book " Iddatul Daiy Wa' Najahul- 
Saiy ", Dr. Haider Abdul –Husain Meer Zuwain/ Issue No 4/91-117.

•  Jihadist Characteristics With Al- Badriyeen And With Abi Al- Abbas 
(p.b.u.h.), Lecturer Yusif Shaffeq Al- Bayyomy/ Issue No 2/249-318.

• Kerbala City Fence In the Ottoman Era , Dr. Saady Ibraheem Al- 
Darrajy/ Issue No 4/247-286.

• Kerbala Narrators and Recitors as Mentioned in Men's and Personnels' 
Compilations ; Al- Sheikh Abu Muhammad Ilyas Bin Hisham Al- Ha'iry ( 
died 540 A.H ) as an Example, Ma. Ishraq Qais Faisal Al- Taee/ Issue No 
2/61-91.

• Lights on Sayed Ibraheem Al-Mujaab and his Sons, Mayada Salim Ali 
AL-Uqaily/ Issue No 4/25-52.

• Muhammad Hasan Abu Al- Mahasin And His Political Role In Iraq Until 
1926 A.D., Ma. Fatima Abdul- Jaleel Yasir/ Issue No 3/121-164.

• Quranic Sciences in Manuscripts of Prominent Scholars of Kerbala 
Sayyed Hibatuddin Al-Shihristani As a Model Selected Texts of Muhkam & 
Mutashabih(decisive and allegorical verses) Compilation  Critical Editing & 
Commentary, Dr.Sheikh. Imad Al-Kadhimi / Issue No 1/25-82.

• Shaaban Uprising in Kerbala (1411.H – 1991 A.D), Dr. Ali Taher Al- 
Hilly, Muhammad Yahya Al- Wa›ily/ Issue No 1/430- 479.

• The Economic Policy of the Abbasid State and its Impact in the 
Economic Situation in the Holy Kerbala City, Ma. Maitham Ubaid Jawad/ 
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• A Descriptive Study of Elegizing Imam Husain ( pbuh) in Al- Sheikh 
Ibn Al- Urindis Al- Hillys' Poetry, Dr. Muhmoud Abdanan Mahdi Zadah, Dr. 
Ghulam Riza Kareemy Fard/ Issue No 3/191-234.

• Al – Sayyd Fakhar Bin Maad Al- Ha'iry and His Book Al- Hujja ala' 
Al- Thahib ila Takfer Abi Talib ( The Evidence to those who call Abi Talib 
unbeliever ), Dr : Muhammad Haleem Hasan/ Issue No 3/93-120.

• Al – Sayyd Muhammad Al- Mujahid Al- Tabaa'tabaeey His Scholastic 
( Scientific) And Jihadic Impact ( 1180 A.H – 1242A.H ), Ma. Shayma' Yas 
Khudhair Al- Amiry/ Issue No 3/25-60.

• Al –Abbas bin Ali bin Abi Talib ( pbuth) in the Early Historical Accounts, 
Dr . Ala' Hasan Mardan Al- Lamy, / Issue No 2/67-103.

• Al- Abbas bin Ali bin Abi Talib (pbuth ) Stand In Al- Taff Battle : First 
Water Expedition As An Example , Dr . Maitham Murtadha Nasrul- lah/ Issue 
No 2/181-210.

• Al- Abbas bin Ali bin Abi Talib's (pbuth ) Speeches A Stylistic 
Rapprochement, Dr . Abdul – Ilah Abdul- Wahab Hadi Al- Ardawy/ Issue No 
2/319-353.

• Al- Hair Al- Hussainy - Establishment and Development, Dr. Shaheed 
Kareem Muhammad/ Issue No 3/235-281.

• Al- mam Al- Abbas (p.b.u.h.)، A Holder of Handsomeness and 
Perfection, Razzaq Fiza' Jinjer Al- Khafajy/ Issue No 2/105-136.

• Al- Sayyd Abdul – Wahab Aal Wahab ( 1291 A.D. / 1874 .D. – 1322 
A.H. / 1904 A.D. ) A Historical study, Asst.lecturer Israa' Shirshab Ayid Asst. 
lecturer Huda Jawad Kadhim/ Issue No 4/191-215.

• Al- Sayyd Muhammad Mahdi Shahrastany And His Scholastic Impact 
In Kerbala , Asst . Lecturer Malic Muraidy Al- Maa'ly, Asst . Lecturer Intisar 
A. Mohsin Al- Saadi/ Issue No 4/153-189.

• Al- Sheikh Al- Waheed Al-Bahbahany And His Scholastic And 
Intellectual Impact in Kerbala Until 1205 A.H. / 1790 A.D., Zainab Khalid 
Abdul- Ghany Al-Yasiry/ Issue No 4/119-151.

• Al- Urjooza as performed by the Fight Martyrs of Al- Taff Battle (61.H / 
680 A. D), Dr. Hanan Ridha Al- Kaa'by, Dr. Husain Ali Qays/ Issue No 1/119-
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Conclusions.
1- The cultural, urban and economic developments of the Holy City 

of Kerbala' were deeply related to the sacred Shrines of Imam Hussein 
and his brother Al- 'Abbas (pbut).

2- The historical roots of the emergence of the bazaars of Kerbala' 
definitely go back to 1th .h./ 7th A.D Century.

3- Although there were some interests by the rulers to improve 
economic situations of Kerbala, some of the trespasses of the 'Abbasid 
tyrants slowed down urban progress of this town.

4- The pilgrims who came from inside and outside Kerbala' to 
perform religious sermons had great part in the commercial flourishing 
of the bazaars there.

5-  The towns and boroughs that were neighboring Kerbala' and 
majored in producing one type of goods had positive affections over the 
variety of the commodities in its fairs.

6- The diversity of the peoples who visited Kerbala' to perform the 
religious sermons encouraged inhabitants of the city to travel so far away 
for trade that some of them could reach China.
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In regard with manufactures, however, the bazaars of Kerbala' might have 
included manufactured goods since the early centuries of Hejera, and they have 
been widely accepted by the public. Furthermore, pushing these products was 
facilitated by the huge numbers of the pilgrims from outside the town.

It seemed that the prevailed manufactures in Kerbala' were the garment 
industry and weaving (66). As Al- Maqdisi (d. 80. h.90 A.D) mentioned in his 
description that "most of these manufactured goods were introduced in Qasr 'Ibin 
Hubayra Borough(67) which was bordering Kerbala' " (68). Further, producing huge 
quantities of such commodities indicates that the industrialization in the Borough 
was prepared for the sake of export. Anyway, the weaving in Mesopotamia in 
general and Kerbala' in particular goes back to ancient ages, and it was considered 
as one of the most important handcrafts in the country. The nature of the extreme 
weather of Kerbala' created essential care in clothing industry (69).

Qasir 'Ibin Hubayra Borough, whatever, remained making even other 
manufactures in 4th .h./ 10th A.D Century. It had also a bazaar for the spinning 
products alone (70). Although this fair was within the administrative boundaries of 
Qasir 'Ibin Hubayra, but it was adjacent to Kerbala'. This impose a hypotheses 
that the location of this market had been strategically planned to use the seasonal 
religious sermons of Kerbala' as a mean for importing its productions.

Whatever, in addition to the fundamental needs for feeding and clothing, the 
markets of Kerbala' provided the populations with other luxury good as the vessels, 
pots, scythes and spades. But the agricultural tools with higher quality were made 
in the nearby markets of Hira, Kufa (71) and Qasr 'Ibin Hubayra. This vision denotes 
that there was easy contact among theses urban areas. So, there were well 
prepared ways for the transition of either goods or pilgrims whose existence was 
highly necessary for the process of transaction (72). Hence, it is no wonder that a 
geographer like 'Ibin Al- 'Idrisi (d. 560 .h./ 1164 A.D) wrote down " Kerbala' is on 
the western side Euphrates. It contains the Shrine of Al- Hussein bin 'Ali which 
has great ceremonial scene along the year" (73).

In 11th .h./ 17th A. D Century, the industries of Kerbala' included more fabulous 
goods as the copper bowls which were used by the wanderer waterers who carry 
canteens for gifting water in the streets for the God's sake or in commemoration 
of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) (74). That period saw an appearance 
of other minor commodities as the rosaries, furniture and wears (75).
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towards Kerbala' in huge numbers created flourishing fairs and active commercial 
exchange (58).

There were probably, for natural reasons, other profession grew in Kerbala', 
as the cultivation which thrived for many factors, the convenient climate, the 
abundance of the waters for irrigation from Euphrates and the fertile soil. Thus, 
there are historical indications describe the wide areas of the palm trees that 
extended from west Euphrates to Quadissiyah and Hira at the edge of the desert 
(59). The palm trees seem to have been the most intensive cultivation in the 
territories of Kerbala' as 'Ibin Batoota depicted " kerbala' is surrounded by the 
palm trees" (60). So, it may be concluded that the palm trees cultivation was not for 
just local consumption, but for export also.

Moreover, it is apparently that the districts of Kerbala' or one of them, Al- Taff, as 
Yaaqoot Al- Hammawi (d. 626 .h./ 1228 A.D) mentioned, had fisheries. Therefore 
a district of Al- Taff's was named as 'Aynen Al- Sayd the Fishing Spring in view 
of the more frequent fishing inside it (61). This also another evidence for the usage 
of fisheries for consumption and exportation.

It is certainly that the occupations developed in Kerbala' over time and reached 
the climax of advancement in the early of 11th .h./ 17th .h. Century. In addition, the 
bazaars tended to specialization and provided the consumer with grains, wheat, 
barley, food, vegetables, meat and even European fruits in cheap prices as Teixeira 
mentioned (62). Such these productions, in sum, could not have been available in 
one shop or in a small market, they rather have been in an integrated set of fairs.

Furthermore, Teixeira mentioned the state of the pastoralism in Kerbala', 
particularly grazing sheep and cattle. It appears that there were big pasturelands 
around Kerbala' containing great numbers of sheep (63). This large size of pastures 
and flocks might have required a cattle market, although it was not mentioned in 
the description of Teixeira. This conclusion is based a historical clue of a rodeo in 
Kufa which had been mentioned in the early Islamic ages as "the Sheep Market" 
(64).

The natural environment provided Kerbala' with viability of river transportation 
for it is on the side of Euphrates. This job was mentioned also by Teixeira when 
he moved to Baghdad with a caravan via Al- Husseinia Road as seemed. This 
Traveler crossed Euphrates by two ferryboats, and spent a night in a great and 
fortified caravansary. Teixeira mentioned that he had paid one Ma'dan for each 
person. The Ma'dan was a silver currency worth eleven Maqridi or one Pence and 
a half (65).



30

The Bazaars, Crafts and Industries in Kerbala’ Until 1000 .H./ 1600 A.D.

The Second Section:-
The Occupations and the Handcrafts in the Bazaars of Kerbala'.

Since the early Islamic ages, the bazaars of Kerbala' and of the bordering towns 
have certainly contained craftsmen and skilled workers. So, a definition must be 
terminologically given to both of the occupation and the handcraft as follows:-

The Hirfa the occupation in Arabic language is derived from 'Ihtiraaf or 
'Iktissaab which both mean professionalism (50). But terminologically Hirfa 
means whatever job the human can tend to or wishes to work in it (51).

The San'a handcraft in Arabic language is the manufacturer's major. It was 
called on the primitive industries in the early time of the formation of the Iraqi 
cities. The San'a contained not only men but also women, for example, it was said 
Sana'a in the meaning of a maker woman (52). But it has precisely more specific 
term connected with the industry (53).

The San'a terminologically has different definitions. As publicly colloquial, it is 
the knowledge acquired by pure job without previous education. But scientifically 
it either means the experience that is gained for practice and by practice such 
sewing or the like, or the other specializations that do not need field work as the 
logy, grammar and jurisprudence.

Sometimes, San'a is used to express the faculty that own by a man to 
proficiently use his ability in certain subjects for limited purposes.

In more specific way, San'a is termed on the psychological faculty that leads to 
the involuntary actions without prudence (54).

It could be said that the difference between the occupation and the handcraft 
is that the former is earning livelihood by more than a work, and the latter is 
manufacturing goods or transformation of the raw materials into commodities 
for sales. Hence, the handcraft has more specific definition than the occupation 
which requires just long time and application, whereas the handcraft needs both 
of theoretical education and practice (55).

However, the interaction between the occupations and the manufactures 
which results in the production of much more materials, commodities and 
activities must demand various kinds of fairs. Consequently, the people would 
easily buy the productions of these triple reactions. The possibility of this is seen 
in the previously mentioned Kufan merchant who came to Kerbala' to sell clothes 
(56). The occupation of that trader is attributed to the fact that there was an urgent 
demands in the bazaars of Kerbala' for the productions of the famous cloths and 
fabrics which were definitely made in Kufa (57). Additionally, the flow of pilgrims 
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met was called 'Ali 'Ibin Mansoor Al- Kerbala'i. 'Ibin Batoota described him "the 
most generous man I have met among the Iraqis". It seems that that merchant 
accompanied 'Ibin Batoota in his way up to Khwarezm, then he departed him 
and headed to China (43).

This evidence confirms that there was a commercial exchange between 
Kerbala' and China in view of the attractions that provided this town with 
many visitors and pilgrims who had financial ability to buy such luxuries and 
commodities. It is apparently that that exchange reached the height in the 8th/ 
the 14th Century. However, this trading activity with China had already traced 
to previous periods. Al- Jaahidh (d. 255 .h./ 868 A.D) reported that "Iraq had 
been exporting different goods from China as silks, leathers, saddles, inks, 
papyrus, cinnamomum peacocks and others" (44). This means that the extent 
of the trade in Kerbala' and the vigor of its fairs were unexpected.

Kerbala' remained improving in its general conditions and became qualified 
to supply the people in the vicinity with all the essential and necessary 
requirements. So, this Town's fairs not only went along with prevailed 
circumstances, but they made great strides in the progress precisely in the 9th 
.h./ 15th A.D and the 10th .h./ 16th A.D Centuries. In this time the number of 
the pilgrims increased and mounted tens of thousands in the 10th .h./ 16th A.D 
Century as estimated by Mr. S. H. Longrigg. In this context, Mr. Longrigg has 
also mentioned that the City of Kerbala' was wider than its counterpart, Najaf, 
in that period (45). The outcome of these information and other resources imply 
that the development was not limited to the size of the markets alone, but, 
in addition, Kerbala' saw a new phase of building and an improvement in the 
quantity and the quality of goods. This state was affirmed by Pedro Teixeira, the 
Portuguese Traveler, who visited Kerbala' on Friday 29th of Rabee' Al- Thani in 
(1013 .h./ 1604 A. D) (46) and stayed there for eight days (47).

Teixeira, could collect some instructions in regard with Kerbala' Town. He 
recorded that it contained four thousand houses and multi races of people from 
Arab, Persians to Turks. This traveler described the fairs of Kerbala' as bazaars 
built with baked bricks (48). This means that before the coming of Teixeira, the 
markets of Kerbala had witnessed a slow transformation from open squares 
into developed bazaars. Besides, he mentioned that Kerbala' was filled with 
the necessary goods, and its fairs had the ability to cover all the needs of the 
population of it (49).
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gifted Abi 'Abdillah Al- Hussein 'Ibin Al- Aqsaasi three thousand Dinars to be 
distributed to the Alawids living in Najaf, Kadhimia and Kerbala' (36). It was a 
similar visit and interest by the Sultan Mahmood Bin Ghazaan ( 694- 703 .h./ 
1294- 1303 A.D). Furthermore, 'Ibin Al- Footi reported in his chronicles of 
the year (d. 696 .h./ 1296 A.D) " the Sultan Ghazaan made pilgrimage to Two 
Honorable Shrines in Najaf and Kerbala' and sent a lot of money to the 'Alawid 
population. So, he repeated another pilgrimage in (698 .h./ 1298 A.D) and 
made similar expenditure" (37).

Searching in 4th .h./ 14th Century reveals that Kerbala' and the Holy 
Sanctuaries there witnessed entire construction in all the sectors of the life 
including fairs and commerce. In this context the Historian 'Ibin Batoota (d. 779 
.h./ 1377 A.D) who visited the City of Kerbala' after he had passed Hilla Town 
(38) in (727 .h./ 1326 A.D) mentioned " then we traveled to Kerbala' where the 
Shrine of Imam Hussein Bin Imam 'Ali (pbut) is. It is a small town surrounded by 
the orchards of the palm trees and it is irrigated by the waters of the Euphrates. 
It includes Holy Courtyard inside it as well as a great school, oratories and 
hospices. There is a plenty of food available for the coming and going people. 
There are many groundskeepers and servants standing on the Courtyard, and 
no one could enter the Sanctuary without their allowance. When a pilgrim gets 
their permission of entrance, then he will start kissing the Holy Shrine which 
is painted by silver. In addition, there are golden and silver lamps on the Tomb 
and many curtains on the doors" (39).

This account, however, has clear indication of a real urban and civil 
progress and flourishing in the Town of Kerbala'. 'Ibin Batoota, as seems, 
neglected mentioning market in his travel to Kerbala'. But this was normal in 
the descriptions of the travelers who visited the land around. For instance, 
both Al- 'Istakhri (d. 346 .h./ 957 A.D) and 'Ibin Hawqal (d. 376 .h./ 977 A.D) 
ignored mentioning the fairs of Kufa (40) in their journey. This, anyway, is not rule, 
another traveler, Al- Maqdisi (d. 380 .h./ 990 A.D) visited kufa in short time after 
Al- 'Istakhri and 'Ibin Hawqal and depicted the bazaars therein " Kufa is a good 
and classy borough, it has nice buildings and welfare " (41).

This vision denotes that the City of Kerbala' was not without bazaars in the 
time of the travel of 'Ibin Batoota, it had many lucrative markets and that the 
population of Kerbala' were so interested in trade. Surprisingly, 'Ibin Batoota 
has referred in other indication that the commerce of Kerbala' was so extensive 
and active that it reached China (42). The international dealer whom 'Ibin Batoota 
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incident of devastating the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein by Al- Mutawakil was 
coincided with the height of the commercial activity of the market of Kerbala' 
owing to movement of the pilgrims at that time (29).

After the assassination of Al- Mutawakil, his son, Al- Muntasir, ascended 
the Caliphate in (247 .h.861). Unlike his father, Al- Muntasir was not aggressive 
to the Alawids and the Shi'i community. Furthermore, he did favor to them and 
permitted the pilgrimage of the Shrines of Imam 'Ali, Imam Hussein (pbut) (30). 
As a result, Kerbala's economic life could returned its activities and began to 
extend step by step. But it could be said that in addition to Abbasid permission, 
there were many successive ruling dynasties dominated the Islamic lands, 
some of them loyal to this town and some them were not actively hostile. Those 
nations were the Bowayhids (334- 447 .h./ 945- 1055 A.D) and the Seljuk 
Turks ( 477- 590 .h./ 1055- 1193 A.D). They both improve the conditions of 
Kerbala', and some of the governors of which so interested in the city that they 
periodically visited it themselves (31).

Whatever, in this stage, the markets increased between the two Holy 
Shrines particularly when 'Udhd Al- Dawlah Al- Bowayhi rebuilt the Holy Shrine 
of Imam Husssein (p.b.u.h.) in (369- 371 .h./ 979- 981 A.D). Additionally, he 
built, for the first time, the Holy Shrine of Imam 'Abbas (p.b.u.h.) in (372 .h./ 982 
A.D) and new houses and bazaars therein (32).

It seems that post the fresh nations' domination, the commercial activities 
revived in Kerbala', and other economic, cultural and urban developments 
took place (33). Thus, some of the geographers and the travelers described the 
various conditions of this town as the fertility of the soil, the waters abundance 
and the influx of pilgrims from inside and outside Iraq as Persia in particular 
(34). The Geographer 'Ibin Al- 'Idrisi (d. 560 .h./ 1164 A.D) mentioned the 
circumstances " Kerbala' is on the western side of the Euphrates. It contains 
the Shrine of Al- Hussein bin 'Ali which has great ceremonial scene along the 
year" (35). These cases naturally had far affections over the extension of the city 
of Kerbala'.

Having been stable and not subjected to humiliation or destruction attempts 
this town could rebound and enlarge its fairs and the movement of the sales 
and purchases. This revival must have been attributed to the attentions of the 
rulers in Kerbala. Some of them frequently paid visitations to this city, some 
of them gave orders to spend money to its population as did the Abbasid 
Caliph, Al- Mustansir Billaah (623- 640 .h./ 1226- 1242 A.D). This Caliph also 



26

The Bazaars, Crafts and Industries in Kerbala’ Until 1000 .H./ 1600 A.D.

result, there was an economic downturn in Kerbala' again. It has been reported 
that Al- Rasheed was " extremely heavy on Aal- 'Abi Taalib the children of Abi 
Taalib, keeping an eye out for them, so hater and hostile to them and mistrustful 
and too suspect in them" (25). In addition, a Shi'i Scholar, Sheikh AL- Toosi (d. 
460 .h./ 1067 .A.D) mentioned a historical account indicating that Kerbala' had 
been a spiritual destination for more pilgrims who had been crowding at the 
Tomb of Imam Hussin (p.b.u.h.), and then, these folks resulted in thriving the 
bazaars there. So, this case became a good opportunity for merchants who 
started their business in Kerbala' and purchased their goods. This enraged 
Al- Mutawakil, and, for this, he sent an army to Kerbala' and ordered its leader 
to stop and disperse the pilgrims and to demolish the Holy Shrine of Imam 
Hussein (p.b.u.h.). But the crowded pilgrims rejected the orders and expressed 
their will not to obey the orders, and said "if we are killed to the last, then we 
would not leave this pilgrimage ". Consequently, the Abbasid marshal sent 
a letter to the Caliph stating the real situation. Al- Mutawakil, in the first time, 
replied to his commander to leave them alone and back to Samara, the capital 
of the Abbasid state. Overlooked by the authorities for the second time, the 
bazaars of Kerbala' flourished more than ever and extended either in the size 
of the area, in the variety of the commodities or in the frequently visitations of 
different peoples for shopping. This time Al- Mutawakil did not ignore Kerbala' 
and its prosperity, and sent a bigger military campaign headed by a rude leader 
who received orders to send a town crier to Kerbala' to call for the people to 
disown each person who insisted to come to the shrine of Imam Hussein as 
a pilgrim. Moreover, the campaign ruined the Tomb of Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) 
and tilled the lands around it to quit the people from pilgrimage (26).

Anyway, Al- Mutawakil trespassed the Shrine of Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) 
and the surroundings four times in the years ( 233 .h./ 847 A.D, 236 .h./ 850 
A.D, 237 .h./ 851, 247 .h./ 861 A.D ) (27). But, as mentioned by the Chronicler, 
Al- Tabbari, (d. 310 .h./ 922 A.D ), the most heavily trespass was the second 
one. This historian depicted that horrible event in the annals of the year (236 
.h./ 850 A.D ), he reported " Al- Mutawakil ordered to demolish the Shrine of 
Imam Hussein and whatever houses and buildings around it; to till, sow and 
irrigate the land of the Sanctuary and to prohibit people from pilgrimage to it. 
So, it has been mentioned that his police chief called for the people:- whoever 
we find at the Tomb of Hussein in three days marsh from it, he will be sent to 
prison. Consequently, the folk ran away and did not marsh again" (28). The last 
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Once he finished his speech, he went to an oil lamp in his house and wanted 
to pull out the wick of the lamp with his fingers. Then, the fire burnt his finger, 
and he tried to put up the fire with his spittle, so, the fire burnt his beard and all 
his body, and he threw himself into the water. But he could not rescue himself 
and remained burning until he became like a piece of coal” (21).

This account refers that there was a fair in Kerbala’ after the martyrdom of 
Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) in short time. Consequently, there were many traders 
from outside Kerbala’ frequently coming to this market to handle merchandise 
in accordance with the needs of the population of the town.

As mentioned in other resources, but with a little difference, ‘Ibin ‘Asaakir 
stated that the merchant was Kufan man known as Al- Suddi (22).

As the construction of Kerbala’ is related with the Holy Shrines of the 
Imams, the existence of these sanctuaries is considered as the key factor 
in the formation of this city. Therefore, for the sake of pilgrimage essentially, 
and business and settlement complementarily, people started immigrating to 
Kerbala’ from far and wide.

If the Holy Shrine had a positive influence over the growth of Kerbala’, the 
attempts for demolishing it had negative affections over this town otherwise 
(23). For instance, the Sanctuary of Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) was exposed to ruin 
more than once in the reign of Harun Al- Rasheed (170- 193 .h./ 786- 808 
A.D) the Abbasid Caliph. This commander ordered to till the Tomb of Imam 
Hussein (p.b.u.h.) aiming to erase all the evidence of it (24). This attempt of Al- 
Rasheed left many worst results over Kerbala’ and its economic life. There 
was no doubt that the huge number of the pilgrims decreased in view of the 
Abbasid Caliph’s ban of human marches moving towards the Holy Shrines of 
Kerbala’. Nevertheless, the seasonal movements of the gatherings of pilgrims 
to Kerbala’ had already provided its bazaars with fiscal activity since most of 
these fairs located nearby the Holy Shrines. It is certainly that this phenomenon 
was not only in Kerbala’, but it was the common feature of all the cities that 
contains religious shrines.

However, after the advent of Al- Ma'mun (198- 218 .h./813 – 833 A.D) over 
the Abbasid Caliphate, Kerbala' could recover its economic placement and its 
fairs restored their activity. It seems that this revival firmly continued up to the 
reign of the Caliph Al- Mutawakil (232- 247 .h./ 846- 861 A.D). The latter Caliph 
followed the example of his predecessor, Harun Al- Rasheed, and tried to re-
ruin the whatever related with members of the Muhammedan household. As a 
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shared by a group of sellers. This form of trading continued until the age of 
the Umayyad Rule when the markets were built by stones and baked bricks 
particularly in the reign of Khalid Bin ‘Abdullah Al- Qassri (105.h.- 120 .h. )(15) 
the Wali the Governor of Kufa and Basra. It has been reported that that Wali 
“built the markets, and granted each salesman a house and an arcade” (16).

Shedding lights over the markets of Kerbala’ reveals that this town passed 
many stages of development until it reached its climax in 11th .h./ 17th A.D. 
Kerbala’ ascribed this superiority to its holiness that belongs to the Holy 
Shrines of Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) and his brother Abu Al- Fadhl Al- ‘Abbas 
(p.b.u.h.) and to its geographical position. Kerbala’, indeed, bordered other 
towns famous with civilizational progress and economic development as Kufa, 
Babylon, Anbar and Qadissiyah. Really, Kerbala owe these cities a favor of 
advancement because these towns had already been conquered by Islam and 
witnessed the Islamic culture and regulations before Kerbala’ (17).

The rise of the fairs in Kerbala’, as a scholar (18) thinks, go back in early 
3 th .h./ 9th .A.D. specifically in the Era of the Ma’mun, the Abbasid Caliph 
successor(198- 218 .h./ 813- 833 .A. D). It is mentioned that in his time the 
bazaars of kerbala’ were huge, prosperous and promising.

Undeniably, the extension of Kerbala’ and its fairs in the Abbasid period and 
the next stages was more than in any other previous times. But, that does not 
mean that this small town had been entirely without markets even though it 
had been a simple city lacked the urban life and the large buildings.

The market was one of the essential necessities for the life. In this context, 
the notable Arab sociologist, ‘IbinKhaldood (d. 808 .h./ 1405 A.D) has said “ It 
must be known that the bazaars conclude all the needs of the people, either the 
basic needs such as the wheat, bean, onion and garlic or the complementary 
wants as the meat, fruits, clothes, vessels, boats and other manufacturers” (19).

The population of Kerbala’, on that basis, must have had a market to 
cover their own needs. So, detecting the historical accounts discloses that 
the possibility of fairs in Kerbala was in 1 th .h./ 7th A.D Century. Hence, ‘Ibin 
‘Asakir reported:- “ I came to Kerbala’ for selling textile (2o) there, and an old 
man from Tay tribe gave me a host and prepared a supper meal for me and 
my companions. Meanwhile, we mentioned how Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) was 
killed, and I said that each man had participated in murdering Imam Hussein 
(p.b.u.h.) has suffered the worst death. In the meantime, the old man replied, 
Oh the people of Iraq, what liars you are, I have involved in killing Hussein. 



23

Ahmmad Muhalhil Al- Assadi - Assist. Prof. Dr. Na'aeem Abid Jouda

2017 A.D./ 1439 A.H.Fourth Year, Fourth Volume, fourth Issue

transactions in either the remote or the nearby countries (4), but the historians 
could not have been able to precisely enumerate the trading markets (5) of 
the Arabs (6). Hence, those fairs seem to have been regarded as significant 
phenomena in the daily life of the Arabs anterior to Islam, and they could 
have covered most of the parts of Arabia if not the whole of the Peninsula. 
One of these prominent markets was ‘Ukaadh seasonal fair (7) which was 
annually visited by people from different parts of Arabia. Other minor fairs were 
neighboring the villages, and many tribesmen have been shopping in these 
bazaars such as Hajar Bazaar and others (8).

In the time of the emergence of Islam the fairs gained the public's interest, 
since this faith could refined the dealings of the people by depriving some 
of the sales that had ever been transacted by the Arabs in the reign of the 
Ignorance Days. That prohibition was attributed to the inhuman practices in 
the Arab markets (9). Prophet Muhammed (p.b.u.h.) called for selecting a place 
for the market in Al- Madina and he said “ Oh this is your bazaar, and it must not 
be restricted to a certain estate of people, and not be taxed as in the Kharaaj” 
(10). By so doing, fair had a well-known and limited place to be frequently visited 
by the common people easier than to travel to distant markets of Arabia. 
Henceforth, the folk no longer leave to the seasonal bazaars for shopping as in 
the Ignorance Days of pre- Islam. Additionally, the Arabs who lived in the major 
old cities of the Levant, Iraq, Egypt, and Persia as well as other Amsaar the 
new built towns as Basra, Kufa, Baghdad and others preferred shopping in the 
nearby fairs or inside the Amsaar (11).

Anyway, from Islamic point of view, there were number of conditions for 
establishing cities, the most important of which was the possibility of two 
things, the mosque and the bazaar which had to be built inside or in the vicinity 
of the town. This condition could be seen in the mosques of Basra, Kufa and 
Wasit(12).

Such these fairs have developed in Iraq over time. In the primary steps of 
establishments, these open fairs have been camps made out of mats or as 
roofs built in some strategic areas (13). It seems that the owners of these camps 
gradually possessed the land of fairs in no matter who first occupies a place 
for his shop. This right based on an ordinance of Imam ‘Ali (p.b.u.h.) when 
he inspected some market and said “ The Muslim’s markets like their prayer 
house, whoever precedes, he has the spot of his sales place for a full day” 
(14). This denotes that the bazaar was an open space, the area of which was 
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Introduction
Most of the religious towns of Iraq and the Middle East have been deeply 

and extensively researched from different points of views. Many of these 
studies have focused on the theological, political and social aspects, and they 
neglected the economic themes. Although there are some of the subjects 
that tried to study the economic sides, but they did not search the commerce 
or the bazaars. Hence, this scarcity of the researches on the fairs and trade 
gave us an impetus to attempt to handle the history of the bazaars and their 
activities in Kerbala in the Later Middle Ages and the Renaissance.

The article is divided into two sections and conclusions at the end of the 
research. The first sections, the rise and the development of the bazaars of 
Kerbala' cared in the different terms of Bazaars in the Arabic language, the 
official language used in this city. In addition, it gave a summery of the ancient 
markets in Iraq and Kerbala' over the times and steps of progress. This topic 
focused on the early seeds of fairs of Kerbala' in 1st .h./ 17th A. D. Century.

The second topic, the occupations and the handcrafts of Kerbala', had 
some definitions to each occupation and handcraft, and then dealt with the 
fashions of the professions and the industries that Kerbala' witnessed up to 
11th .h/ 17th . A, D. Century.

First:- The Emergence and the Development of the Bazaars of Kerbala’.
Before searching in deep in the rise and the progress of the Aswaaq 

bazaars of Kerbala’, there must be a lingual definition to the morphology of the 
bazaars in Arabia anterior to Islam. So, Sooq bazaar, the singular of Aswaaq 
is a word could either be in a masculine or in a famine case in meaning of 
cameleer’s singing for driving something somewhere. Additionally, it is used 
to give a fiscal meaning, pay, in the case of the verb Saaq which means paid. 
For instance, there is an Arabic expression, Saaq Al- Mahr meaning paid the 
dowry. Moreover, Sooq could be defined as sales place (1).

The Bazaar terminologically.
The bazaar means the place where the sellers and buyers meet and contact 

for exchanging services or goods (2). In addition, in the town life, the market 
means a set of shops and plants in which the industrial and the commercial 
activities are intensively concentrated on contrary to the lifestyle of the villages 
where so simple fairs available (3).

The bazaar, in general, is not strange to the Arab culture in the pre-Islamic 
period, the Ignorance Days. The Arabs, however, exercised commercial 
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Abstract
Kerbala' could be considered as one of the most important cities of 

Iraq in general and of the Middle Euphrates in particular in view of its 
religious significance for large part of the Muslim community. Its spiritual 
importance is attributed to the fact that it embraced the Holy Shrines 
of Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) and his brother Al- 'Abbas (p.b.u.h.). This 
spirituality let much more gatherings of peoples periodically come to 
perform the religious sermons at the Holy Sanctuaries. So, this huge 
social presence resulted in the revival of the commercial economy of the 
City. In regard with this town's particular strategic position as it is on a rich 
river, Euphrates, and it has a climate convenient for the cultivation of the 
palm trees, this led to a certain agricultural style played a complementary 
role in the trade and the fairs of Kerbala'.      

�ص المُلَخَّ
الاوسط  الفرات  ومدن  عام  بشكل  العراقية  المدن  اهم  من  كربلاء  تعد 
بشكل خاص. اذ انها فرضت اهميتهتا الدينية على طائفة كبيرة من المسلمين 
الفضل  ابي  واخيه  الحسين  الامام  الشهداء  سيد  جثمان  اكتنفت  لانها  نظراً 
العباس  فكان لزياراتها الدينية حضورا اجتماعيا عظيما ادى الى  انتعاش 
الاقتصاد التجاري في هذه المدينة. اما مايتعلق الامر بخصوصيتها الجغرافية 
لزراعة  ملائم  مناخ  ووجود  الفرات  منتصف نهر  بحكم وقوعها على  فانها 
النخيل فيها ادى ذلك الى ان ان يكون النمط الزراعي فيها له دورا تكميليا 
باروع  فيها  السائدة  التى أفصحت عنها اسوقها والحرف  التجارة  لانتعاش 
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