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Abstract:

Cuneiform writings vary in which are recorded as souvenir in royal buildings
belonging to the property of the state as palaces and temples, and among these writings the
texts inscribed in the building brick, or what is known as "brick inauguration’, usually models
of such bricks are placed among the lines of the same building several times. The model,
which we will show is taken from the modern Assyrian era (the first millennium B.C), and
specifically it is due to the reign of King Sarrukin (Sargon) (722 704 BC).The text contains
four lines of cuneiform writing on Assyrian square—shaped building brick.it was discovered in
“Dur- sharrukin” (Khorsabad).

"Introduction:
Cuneiform writings vary in which are recorded as souvenir in royal buildings
belonging to the property of the state as palaces and temples, and among these writings the

texts inscribed in the building brick, or what is known as "brick inauguration’, usually models

329



of such bricks are placed among the lines of the same building several times. The model,
which we will show is taken from the modern Assyrian era (the first millennium B.C), and
specifically it is due to the reign of King Sarrukin (Sargon) (722 704 BC).The text contains
four lines of cuneiform writing on Assyrian square—shaped building brick.it was discovered in
“Dur— sharrukin” (Khorsabad).

| — The Use of the Stone in Building:

The stone in the ancient Iraqgi architecture which was used in the early periods,
nearly belongs to the tenth thousand BC. In "Zawyjame" village (), rests of circle-shaped

foundations made of stone were found @.

Using the stone was also continued in the
following eras in the foundations of buildings and in covering some of the Assyrian cities
fences and in the facade of palace's walls @) or special usage as the stones which are
among our hands as souvenir. There are different kinds of detected stones in various places
of Assyrian country such as, marble, alabaster and lime stones. The reason of using the
stone in the northern part of Mesopotamia more than the southern part is the availability of
the stone in northern part, which is strong, hard and resistance of whether changing, and
because of it contains metals and other components which bond with each other forming the
stone itself ). The stone has been known in Sumerian as 'NA4" and in Akkadian as
"abnum". ©)

lI- writing on the Assyrian bricks:

Writings on building bricks are similar to those writings on the doors' handles in
various periods of kings and various rules of cities, the cuneiforms texts which were
recorded as memorial samples expressing the works and the building achievements of the

kings of such kinds are known as inauguration boards ()

, for recording such works,
regulated square or rectangular bricks were used in different eras particularly the Assyrian
one (),

Most of the cuneiform signs were recorded as it is clear for the reader as Assyrian
section, they are nothing, but methodic signs, it is a method used by Assyrian writers
particularly the medium Assyrian era, and this method of writing was about a tradition in
ancient Mesopotamia, words were not written by Akkadian phonetics, but were short—handed
by synonymous signs each of which refers to an Akkadian word consisting of many
syllables, one who reads cuneiform words should know how to read those signs and their
synonymous, or it is short-handed syllable namely a word consists of several syllables, this
is common in the cuneiform writings and it is known among cuneiform writing specialists as

(Ideography) writing either on the Sumerian, Babylonian or Assyrian Writing.(S)

Il — The text language
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It was known that Assyrian and their neighbor the Hittites and others used the
Sumerian language as well as Akkadian language (Assyrian) which was the language of
corresponding, conventions and international relationships during the second millennium BC
(particularly the fourteenth century BC ® the language of the Assyrian and Sumerian

languages alongside were studied in the capital the Hittites "Hatusha",(1%)

Engravings show
the existence of concerning dictionaries (1) and it has been found through the study of the
Assyrian writings that most of the Sumerian one phonetic syllable words and many syllables
connected with the cuneiform signs are Sumerian origin in which through using them
expressing the syllable and the Assyrian meanings. It seems that using such method -
writing on the stones and memorial stands— suits the nature of writing on stones by
engraving, on the contrary of the writing on the mud by using the method of pressing typing
on the wet clay. In which writer could save time while spending it in writing the long
Assyrian words which consist of many phonetics syllables by one Sumerian syllable. This
method shorthanded the available spaces of writing on the surface of stone. Hence, the
Assyrian word was intentionally changed by a symbol of one cuneiform mark expressing the

(12)

word by a Sumerian syllable henceforth, the reader of cuneiform should be informed by

Sumerian language and their cuneiform signs as well as reader should be known of
Akkadian language at the same time.

As for the mentioned Assyrian city in the text, it is the first habitant for the Assyrian
people during their various eras, and it was the place for worshiping the largest gods

"Assure', its name was mentioned in the cuneiform texts written by several forms in

13)

Sumerian and Akkadian , and it has been mentioned in the text which is conformed the

name of the city in the Akkadian writings from the old, medium and modern Assyrian era. In

the Akkadian era, the name was written as "aS-Sur.ki" once (Assyrian City) the form of the

14)

name in lybiela texts (Tel Mardeikh) was "a-Sur.ki" once,'” and another form "ag-§ur—ki'

(19 put the name in the old and medium Assyrian era was written as syllabic " a-Su-ur.ki"

(16)

or as "a-Sur.ki",'/'V/ and the modernist used form of Assyrian reign name was the syllabic

R &N

shape by doubling the first letter "$§" as it is known during the modern Assyrian era as 'as-
Sur.ki'. The name of Assyrian City was common, the resources of Arabic and Aramaic refer
to the name of it as "Assyrian Aqoor".(”)

VI — The period of the text writing:

Researchers named the period of writing on the brick as the modern Assyrian era or
it is known as the reign of the second Sargon Dynasty (721-612 BC), and specifically
during the period of the rule of the Assyrian king "Sharokeen"("®), who did not think to build
a new capital for the Assyrian in his first crowing days, resources refer to that he settled in

the Assyrian city during the first years of his rule, then he transferred into "Nineveh" the
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important Assyrian capital, then he chose "Kalikh" (Namrud) as one of the four most
important Assyrian cities and capitals, finally, he decided to build a new capital which was fit
his name, position, and his new Sargonian dynasty, after spending five years of ruling, he
decided to put the foundation stone in a new position in 717 BC, after taking the throne in
winter 722 B.C.(1?) The city was known after the discovering of the brick in the king's palace
under the name "Dur-Sharokeen".(?")

It is worth mentioning that the era of the Assyrian king "Shaerokeen" represents the
beginning of ruling new dynasty kingdom founded to set the latest Iraqi political epoch in the
north of Mesopotamia, the successors kings did not have the same capability of strength
and greatness @) the last king was "Sin— Sar-Agkin" in his last ruling Nineveh collapsed
and the Assyrian cities and emperor crumpled with the end of his era in (612 B.C). (22)

Tracing the cuneiform texts, we find many signs in different resources ensuring the
name of "Door Sharrokin" (Dur—éarru—kin)(23) with three syllables of three cuneiform signs,
the second and the third syllables are the right linguistics Assyrian name of the king
"Sharrokin" which is pronounced wrongly as "Sargon" whereas the right pronunciation is
"Sharrokin" (éarrukin), while the first syllable refers to the city as "fort" or fence which is
pronounced in Akkadian language "diiru’ interpreted in  Samarian, (BAD,) ¥ but if we go
back to the same name which included the name of Assyrian king "Sharrokin' we find that
the last syllable of the name (kenu/kinu) which means the stable, the fair or the assure.®
But the well-known name of the city is "Khorsabad", the resources mention that it is
declined and taken from another spelling which named the city, it is "Khsro Aabad" which
was called by Sasanyian, (Parisian people ruled Iraq and Farris periods of time (226-637
C)(26) it is those who changed the name from "Dor Sharrokin" or "Sargon" city into "Khsro
Aabad", it was mention by "Yagot Alhamawy" in the seventh hundreds of Hijjra under the
name "khorstoobad",?”) hence the name was declined into "Khorsobad" which is known
nowadays. ?®)

The place of discovering the brick was the mentioned city, particularly the ground of
king's palace "Sharrokin", in his "Dur—Sharrokin" city, the resources mentioned that he
wanted to build a unique palace; it was described as "unequal palace" to prove that a text
was left on brick which was found among the ruins of the palace saying:

"Sharrokin the second, the king of the world, he built the city, "Dur Sharrokin" and he
gave its name and its palace (unequal), who built it inside it." (**)

V — The Description of Brick

The dimensions of the discovered brick on its ground of the king's palace are: 33cm
length, 33 cm width and 10 cm the thickness, cuneiform text was written on it four lines in

Akkadian — Assyrian language, (see the diagram 2) and the four lines text which we intend

332



to study it among texts on bricks which were usually put between the walls lines of palaces

and temples as mentioned above, this sort of writing is recorded as a memorial samples of

building bricks.

(30)

The way and the place of the brick was discovered by coincidence by the agrological

researcher "Shatha Almashadany" while visiting the ruins of "Khorsabad" (look at the map

No.1), the brick was found in the place of building the palace with other three bricks, it has

been delivered to the directorate of Nineveh.

(1)

VIl — Reading, Translating and Analyzing the Text on the Brick:

l. Reading the lines of the second brick

- E, GAL PSMAN.GIN,
GAR “BAD  NU.ES; as_&ur,
MAN dan-nu MAN Su,.
MAN KUR a$_ Sur.

Il. Translating the Lines in English:
1- Sharrokin palace,
2-The ruler (appointed by) the god Enlil, the owner of high

position(32)

for  Assyrian,
3— strong king, the king of world (universe),
4- The king of Assyrian country.
The general translation:
"The place of the king Sharrokin, the appointed ruler by the god
Enlil, the notability, dignified in Assyrian, the strong king, the king of

Assyrian country."

lll. Analysis and translate the lines on the brick according to the lines:

1_

2_

E.GAL is a Sumerian word consists of two syllabic signs used a lot in the Sumerian
texts particularly the royal one, the first syllable E in Acadien means bit in Akkadian

(33)

language which means house or temple and the second syllable GAL means great

or great which is rabl in Akkadian language, but gathering the two syllables means
"palace" (34)

DSMAN a Sumerian word means king in Akkadian language means 'garru’,®d the
second word GIN which means loyal or faithful, in Akkadian means kinu, this word
usually comes names of fames (39) thus the first line means the palace of the faithful
king or the loyal king intending here "Sharrokin".

GAR a Sumerian word means the ruler and in Akkadian means "$aknu".??)
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4-

YBAD a word refers to the god Enlil, the modern reading of the sign "IDIM", accurately
the word is used as a title of the god Enlil (god of air), the god of "Bel", the god of
"Ea". (38)

NU.ES, is a Sumerian expression which means notability, dignified, in Akkadian it

means "nesakku" )

, it may literary and meaningly mean hermit.
aS-3ur is the famous Assyrian city and the Assyrian people likely took their name from
it, the form of the city name has come with two signs which it has been known during
the old, and medium Assyrian era with other forms which are little bit similar to them,
as well as the sign ki which refers to the city and which the writer did not record it
because of the end of the line or because of the fame of Assyrian name city which is
needless to record the referring sign to the city at the end of the name.

dan — nu an Akkadian word mentioned a lot in the royal texts and writings in
describing the kings and the rules, which means strong and it means GA- KAL in
Sumerian.“?)
SU, a Sumerian word means ki§$atu in Akkadian which means the universe or
sovereignty.!)
KUR a Sumerian word means "mat" and in Akkadian it means (matu), and it

means country.?

Recommendation:

The importance of the (brick) lies in assuring the significance of the last Assyrian capital

with

its completed-utility which emulates the veteran Assyrian cities preceded it such as

Nineveh and Kalih which evokes interesting, and which withdrew with its building the

greatest kings of the modern Assyrian era and the foundation of the last Assyrian dynasty

which carried his name, it is the Sargonian dynasty, it was probably the selection for

|

DOor-Sharrukin
(<horsabad)




#2014/ )3 b Amala [Agubal) A i) A0S Ao 15/22)

economic and political reasons concerning choosing Sharrokin's king a new capital for his
kingdom, definitely, the brick assured that the building of the palace was for the king
Sharrokin, the one who built the city and the nobility man by the oldest greatest Iraqi gods, it
was the god Enlil. It is necessary to start agrological process again in all parts of the city
including the king's palace which was discovered on its ground the brick coincidently.
e The pendant of maps and shapes:
Map (1) Location of Sharrokin Dor (Khorsabad) in the river Alkhoser,
where was the second brick found, quoted from: Andera Parow,
Assyrian country, translated by Issa Salman and Saleem Taha
Altekerity, Dar Alrasheed, Baghdad (1980:18).

Pal/lagce of Sargor?

Crisdri/

Diagram (1) A plan of the king's Sharrokin palace, for the other parts of
the city, the second brick was discovered in the ground of the palace,
changed by: Anton
Mortecart the Art of
ancient lIraq, translated
and commented by lIssa
Salman and Sleem Taha
Altecreity, Al-baghdadyia
Aladeeb press

(1975:403).
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Diagram (2) Writing on the brick
and its copy with cuneiform

signs.
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