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Male and Female Slaves in Makkah in pre-Islamic era, "a study
about their social and economic status during the 5th and 6th
centuries"

Dr. Sultan Ahmad Al-Ghamdi

Umm Al-Qura University
College of Sharia and Islamic Studies

Abstract

We do not know exactly when slaves and female slaves were found
in Makkah before Islam, but the researcher believes that they were present
since the beginning of the settlement of the tribe of Jurum Al-Yamania.
With the settlement of Hajar and Ismael, Makkah became a commercial
station where convoys going from south-west to north

Makkah was a market for the sale of slaves and female slaves of
various races, where the people of Makkah keen to bring them in large
numbers to rely on them in many works. In Makkah there were black
slaves who were enduring hard working because of their physical
strength. White slaves were more expensive than black slaves

The slaves had no rights in the community of Makkah before Islam.
The people of Makkah were keen to bring slaves the community of
Makkah for several reasons, including marriage, prostitution, singing,
dancing, entertainment, domestic service, and so on

The presence of slaves and female slaves in the pre-Islamic
community resulted in the appearance of certain terms that were included
into the Arabic language as well as the mastery of some manual crafts.
The slaves had scientific experiences that benefited the people of
Quraysh.
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