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Aromatic materials in light of an unpublished cuneiform text from the Iragi Museum
As.T. Doaa AbdulSattar Jabbar
University of Babylon / College of Arts - Department of Archeology
duaa.abdalsattar@uobabylon.edu.ig

Abstract

Perfume is one of the common and well-known materials since ancient times, and most
peoples have used it in its various types. It started from the individual’s innate need to know the
other world and to answer it in direct and indirect ways on happy and sad occasions. The
cuneiform texts helped to clarify many material and moral data and explain the practices
associated with this. The material and the extent of their diverse use of perfumes, especially
religious rituals, and the role of aromatic scents on other religious occasions and uses.

The research sheds light on perfumes and their uses in ritual functions in ancient Irag, on their
manufacture, the stages they pass through, their extraction from their animal and plant sources,
and the focus on the various uses of perfumes represented by religious rituals, holidays, and
other uses of perfumes on religious and secular occasions and preparing the dead.

The research follows reading, translating, and analyzing Sumerian terms and vocabulary
contained in a cuneiform text unpublished from the Iragi Museum.
Keywords: perfumes, incense, religious rituals, holidays, cuneiform text.
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