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The Swiss Union 1848-1874 (Historical Study)

Asst. Prof. Harith A. Al-Tikrity (ph. D)
University of Tikrit
College of Education for Humanities

Abstract

European States with their different names lived stages of division and
political doctrinal Conflict, These stages motivated them to rebuild
modern states with free and Secular feature, Switzerland is one of these
states that suffered much of severe affairs, So, as a result of these affairs,
Switzerland might be changed into small states with a comparison of
other great states. While, the appearance of renovators and wise people
saved Switzerland of internal battles and external wars, rebuilt it and
could change it to a model democratic and stable state.

To illustrate the research, this study was divided to four parts, The
first presents historical and geographical overview about Swiss cantons,
such as naming, historical and geographical location of the state, The
second part discusses the stage before the union of 1815-1848. The third
part was specialized for establishing the new union and structure of the
United State, It also presents the constitution of 1848 and the new
legislative authority. Finally, the fourth part clarifies the effect of Union
in general life of the state, especially the political, economic and social
results.

The results of the research:

1- The Swiss canton lived the auto independence for a long time, that
could increase their strength over time, The Swiss Canton mostly
directed to external states according to their geographical position.

2- The effect of political independence in every administrative unit
increased the taxes and difference of customs rate, that negatively
reflected upon the general state status.

3- The constitution of 1848 was written in areal and democratic way
which represents the whole people. It reunites all the people classes
without religious , ethnic or political discrimination .

4- The influence of constitution embodies different aspects of life. So,
this influence result a great economic and social coup in the country —
that great progress made Switzerland a superior and advanced state
among the other European states.

Keywords: Canton, Confederate, Radical, Sounder Bund, Union.
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